
GOD SENDS 
Isaiah 6:1-13 

 

 What is the most awesome thing you have ever experienced?  Maybe, when you were a 

child, you saw something that was beyond explanation. Whatever it was, real or maybe even a 

dream, it made such an impression on you that you would classify it as “something you will 

never forget.”   

 The kinds of things that stick in our minds are those that touch our emotions and produce 

responses of great fear or elation.  In the past several years we have heard of people with PTSD 

or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  This is a condition that produces extreme negative emotional 

overload coming from fear of dying or injury.  On the other end of the spectrum of feelings we 

might find what Isaiah, Ezekiel, and the Apostle John experienced in their visions of the Lord.  

Their experiences were more AWE-filled rather than FEAR-filled and these produced life 

changing and unforgettable images and impressions.   

 The information we have regarding the vision Isaiah had of the Lord does not answer the 

many questions that might come to our minds when we hear or read about the vision, however, 

we can know enough so that his experience can help us as we relate to God and His call on our 

lives.  

 We start with recognizing the Holiness of God, realizing our own sinfulness, hearing the 

call of God for service, and coming to grips with the difficulty of the mission.   

 

God’s Glory – 6:1-4 
1 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe 

filling the temple. 
2 

Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two 

he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3 

And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD 

of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
4 

And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him 

who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  Isaiah 6:1-4 (NASB95) 

 In Numbers 12:6 we find “And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among 

you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a 

dream.”  It would appear that the Book of Isaiah came about from visions he was allowed to 

“see” with regard to Judah and Jerusalem.  Parts of the prophecies apply to other nations such as 

Moab, Damascus (Syria), Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt.  

 The experience of Isaiah recorded in Chapter 6 would definitely fit the description of a 

vision he had.  Many have thought that Isaiah was physically located in or just outside of the 

temple in Jerusalem at the time he had the vision.  We really cannot tell from the description.  

The “temple” he saw in the vision was the “heavenly temple” which has the throne of God.  

There was no throne in Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.  The time of the vision was said to be in 

the same year king Uzziah died.   

 The fifty-two-year reign of Uzziah had been a time of prosperity and growth for Judah 

and with his passing, many were concerned about the future of the nation.  The vision of God on 

the throne and in the Temple can be considered to be a foreshadowing of the distant future in 

which the High Priest will also be King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  The sight that Isaiah saw in 

this vision would have been comforting in that the eternal King of the nation was still on the 

throne even though Uzziah was gone and his son Jotham would be the new king.  Sometimes 

(when we have a loss) we may tend to focus so much on the earthly situation we once had (good 

king Uzziah and prosperity) and fail to see the spiritual reality we always have (Jehovah is ever 

enthroned above all).    



 One of the things we can learn from Isaiah’s description is that God reveals Himself as 

Lord and as occupying a position of sovereignty (He was on a throne).  The word for Lord in the 

first verse is Adonai and is a reference to a position of “authority” or being the “ruler over all.”  

This position of authority is reinforced by His being seated on an elevated throne.  The message 

is clear that there is more to existence that the created materialistic world and that someone 

outside of ourselves has authority or Lordship that we cannot ignore.  The fact that the throne 

was “high and lifted up” shows that God’s reign is over all things.    

 We learn from the Psalmists that God is everywhere.  We express this reality in the words  

“God is omnipresent.”  Since there is no place where God is not, then we can think of all of 

creation as being the temple of God and the train of His robe as an expression of His glory.  The 

picture Isaiah saw of the train of His robe filling the temple is captured in Psalms 19:1 that says 

“The Heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His handiwork.”  In the 

passage from Isaiah we hear the angels declare “the whole earth is full of His glory.”  The 

message we can take away is that God is greater than his creation and His glory is greater than 

all the beauty of anything in creation.   

 The other part of this vision involved six-winged angelic beings called seraphim.  The 

name simply means “burning ones.”  The Psalmist in (104:4) says that God makes His angelic 

spirits, His ministers, a flaming fire.  The implications of this are variously thought of as being 

descriptive of their ministry of cleansing or purifying, destroying, and illuminating.  They also 

have the appearance of being majestic and glorious which would be appropriate for them being 

in the presence of and attending the Lord of all Creation.  While attending the Lord they showed 

proper reverence by covering their face, proper humility by covering their feet, and readiness for 

serving by flying.   

 In this vision, these angelic beings are celebrating the nature or essence of God by calling 

out “Holy, Holy, Holy Jehovah-Tsaba.”  Jehovah-Tsaba can be translated God of the armies or 

powers.  The Apostle John saw something nearly identical to this in his vision of the throne room 

of God in heaven which is recorded in Revelation 4:8.  John saw six-winged creatures and they 

were saying “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty.”  The bottom line is that in 700 years the 

message had not changed that God is holy and omnipotent.   

 Do we see the Lord high and lifted up and recognize His holiness and omnipotence in 

everything we encounter in life?  When we consider the vastness of the universe (which is 

beyond our comprehension) are we overwhelmed with the greatness of God?  When we hear 

about the complexity of the DNA molecule with the genetic coding that is present for all physical 

life forms are we blown away by the enormity of the intellect that conceive and created all of it?  

We can see evidence of Jehovah’s greatness (His glory) in His creation – it fills the temple.   

 Another way to look at this for an application to life is to realize that, as a Christian, we 

are the temple (dwelling place) of God.  So, a logical question might be to ask ourselves, do we 

see the Lord high and lifted up in our very lives and His glory (the train of His robe) filling this 

temple?  Is there constant praise of who He is and His very nature happening in this temple of 

who we are?    

 We could even take this a step further and ask if anyone else is able to see the Lord high 

and lifted up in our lives.  Do they see any shining of the glory of God, any readiness for service, 

any reverence or humility?    

 Something else was happening in that the foundations of the temple were shaking while 

the angel was speaking.  There are many passages in the Scriptures that speak about God doing 

things that shake all of creation even down to the foundations.  If we see the “temple” as all of 



creation, then we could say that all of creation trembles in awe of the holiness of the Creator.  In 

Hebrews 12 we read that when the law as given that the mountain literally shook and Moses 

recorded that the situation was so terrifying that he shook.  If there was that much shaking going 

on when the law was given as it was spoken on earth, then there will be more happening when 

He who speaks from heaven with the New Covenant because not only will the earth shake but 

the heavens also will be shaken.  When you think about, salvation has to shake us down to the 

very core of our being. The starting point for a person to be saved is a realization of sinfulness.  

If sin has no remedy, then all is lost.  Such a realization should produce a response such as Isaiah 

had.  

 

God’s Forgiveness – 6:5-7 
5 

Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of 

unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 
6 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a 

burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 
7 

He touched my mouth with it and said, 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” Isa 6:5-7 (NASB95) 

 Apparently, Isaiah was shaken by this experience.  He cried out Ooh-ee!  Ruin!  He 

linked the reason of his ruin to unclean lips - not only his lips but those of everyone around him.  

Isaiah realized that unclean lips were symptomatic of a defiled heart that finds expression in 

what we say.  Jesus said “things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart.”  

What we say is just the evidence of what is hidden.   

 We could make the argument that Isaiah was not any more unclean than he was the day 

before this vision, but his encounter with the holiness of God created an awareness of what was 

already present.  We might call this “conviction.”  Isaiah was likely familiar with the law and 

God’s expectations and yet that awareness did not bring the sharp conviction that resulted from a 

confrontation of being in the presence of God.  I think this is why Paul saw the necessity of the 

activity of the Holy Spirit in bringing a person to salvation.  What awareness of the law and 

commandments fails to do, the Spirit of God can accomplish.  We find that the Holy Spirit came 

to reveal Jesus to mankind and it is when we see the righteousness of Jesus then we are 

convinced of our sinfulness.  It is rare that we will be aware of our inadequacies (sinfulness) 

apart from being confronted with the holiness of God.   

 Isaiah realized his sinfulness and he realized that he could not help himself.  All he could 

do was to cry out in his grief.  His cry for help brought a response from one of the angels and 

that was to bring purifying fire from the altar to provide a cleansing for his lips.  Of course, this 

entire vision was filled with symbolism that pointed to the work of salvation that comes from 

God.  Only God can take away our iniquity and forgive our sin.  (Compare this sequence of 

“realization of a lack of holiness, confession of sin, forgiveness of sin and cleansing from 

iniquity” with 1 John 1:9-10.)   

 

God’s Call – 6:8-10 
8 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. 

Send me!”  
9 

He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not 

understand.’ 
10 

“Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they 

might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.”  Isaiah 6:8-

10 (NASB95) 

 Some commentaries see this verse as Isaiah’s initial commissioning to a prophecy 

ministry.  Others think that Isaiah already had a prophecy ministry and that this was a call for a 

deeper commitment.  There is no way to know which is correct.  If the chapters in the writings of 

Isaiah are in chronological order, then it is obvious that Isaiah already had a prophetic ministry 



when he had this extraordinary vision of God in His temple.   

 It is interesting to compare the response of Isaiah with that of Moses or Jeremiah both of 

whom were very reluctant to do what God asked them to do.  This may be just the difference in 

personalities of the various men or it could be that Isaiah’s willingness is an indication that he 

already had experience as God’s prophet.   

 Whether this was an initial call to ministry or a change of direction, the call did not come 

until the issue of purity had been addressed.  We cannot expect to be used by God if we are at 

odds with the character of God.  We cannot honor God with our lives if we are not aligned with 

Him.  

 Isaiah recognized the voice of the Lord when the call was issued.  From a practical 

standpoint in our Christian walk, we need to be sensitive to what God is calling us to do.  We are 

not likely to have such a vision as Isaiah had where there was no doubt as to the identity of the 

One calling him.  The call we receive could be more of an “impression” rather than an audible 

voice.  

 There are several things to consider: the first is to be aware of or hear the message.  The 

second is to properly discern the source of the message.  Only then can take the third step and 

respond as we should.  The bottom line is that we have three opportunities to make the right 

discernment and/or right choices.  If we get it wrong in any one of these, then we will miss the 

opportunity to be used by God.  So many times, we do hear and we do realize that what we are 

impressed to do is the right thing and we fail to follow through with the proper action.  

Remember, that Jesus said it is important that we hear and do His words.   

  

God’s Persistence – 6:11-13  
11 

Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are 

without people And the land is utterly desolate, 
12 

“The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken places 

are many in the midst of the land. 
13 

“Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to burning, 

Like a terebinth or an oak Whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump.”   Isaiah 6:11-13 

(NASB95) 

 How would you react if you were given a job to do and you knew that all that you did 

(regardless of how faithfully or well you did it) was not going to produce good results?  Isaiah 

was told that people would hear but just not get it.  They would see what was happening and not 

understand the significance of what they saw.  They would not have any sensitivity to spiritual 

things and would ignore all the warnings of impending destruction.  Such an outcome is not very 

motivating.  It really sounds like a lost cause.  There is a quote from the 1939 movie Mr. Smith 

Goes to Washington that says “the only causes worth fighting for are the lost causes.”  This is a 

good lesson for us in the world in which we live today.  People have chosen to reject the truth 

and they refuse to hear the very thing that would provide salvation.  Those who need Jesus the 

most are the one most likely to be “turned off” by the gospel message.  Does that mean that we 

just write them off and not share the truth of God’s plan of salvation with them?  If we did, then 

we would not be faithful to what God has called us to do.   

 How long should we do this?  The answer is the same one that Isaiah received.  Keep on 

speaking the truth until the very end.  What was the end for Judah and Jerusalem?  Until their 

cities are devastated and are without inhabitants and until the Lord has removed them far away.  

The first instance of this happened with the Babylonian invasion and the people being carried 

away into captivity for 70 years.   After the restoration and rebuilding of the nation, the problem 

still remained that they were hearing and seeing but just not understanding.  In six different 

places in the New Testament, parts of this passage were quoted in reference to the Jews in the 



first century.  Devastation would happen again and this time it would be like nothing that had 

ever happened before.   

 Jesus knew it was coming and He looked out over Jerusalem in the final week before His 

crucifixion and cried over the city saying, “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem which kills the prophets ... 

your house is left to you desolate.”   That devastation and scattering of the people happened 

when the Romans destroyed everything in AD 70.   

 If they are not going to listen, then why keep telling them?  There is a remnant that will 

hear.  Many Jews did respond to the gospel message and some were chased out of Jerusalem by 

the Jewish religious leaders decades prior to the fall of Jerusalem.  Those who remained were 

able to escape during a lull in the siege attack immediately before the end.  Those who believed 

(both Jews and Gentiles) are those who are growing from the stump that remained when the tree 

was cut down.   

 In reference to the stump being the holy seed, we see from Galatians 3:16 
16 

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to 

many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

 The new growth is seen as referring to those who are in Christ as the hope that will 

remain and fulfill that which God intended to accomplish in His great plan of salvation.       

  

Questions for us to consider for our lives: 

Do we see the Lord high and lifted up in all of creation and in our very lives?   

Do we find ways to honor the Lord in whatever we are doing?   

Does our confidence in God wax and wane depending on what is happening in the world around 

us? 

Are we aware of our inadequacy in an absolute sense or do we see it only when we encounter the 

awesome?  

Do we realize that Purity is high priority? 

Do we see opportunities to work to advance the principles of the Kingdom of God? 

Do we work faithfully in what God has called us to do in spite of evidence that no one responds? 

Are we living in a time when people hear but they will not understand, they see but refuse to 

accept the truth?   


