
FOLLOW THE LORD’S WILL 
Isaiah 29:13-16, 30:1-3, 15-18 

 
Objective: Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in everyday living.   
  
 Do we see a disconnect in what the Bible teaches and the way we live?  To answer that 
question we would need to know what the Bible does teach.  Also, we would need to have some 
awareness of what we are doing in the normal course of life.  Let’s assume that a disconnect or 
misalignment is seen in what we do and what the Bible teaches.  The next question we need to 
address is “Does it matter that the two do not align?”  Sadly, for many people, they know that 
their lifestyle is contrary to what they know God’s will to be and it does not make any difference 
to them.  They simply do not care - or we might be able to say that they don’t care enough to 
change what they are doing.   
 I would venture a guess that this condition is a fairly accurate description of the majority 
of everyone in the world.  You could argue that most people in the world do not know what the 
Bible teaches.  OK, let’s take out that part and substitute “what the Bible teaches” with “what we 
know to be the right thing.”  Cheating, bribery, stealing, lying, unfaithfulness in marriage, and 
various perversions are practiced by many all over the world.  Do we see any of this among 
people in the church?  Most of do not see this, however, some of the statistics of the actions of 
church members versus non-church members is not very different according to some of the 
surveys done by George Barna.   
 So, we have identified a problem, not only in the world, but also in the church.  What do 
we do about it?  Maybe we need to recognize that this is not the first time, the people of God 
have been found to say one thing and do something else.  In fact, in the writings of Isaiah, he 
addressed this very issue for the people of Judah and Jerusalem.  They went about the formality 
of worship and practiced “religion” and yet it did not influence how they actually lived.  They 
knew that it was not according to what God would have them do and they would attempt to hide 
their actions and do things in secret as if God could not see what they did.  Do you think people 
would do that today?   
 
What Is Worship? 
13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But 
they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote, 14 Therefore 
behold, I will once again deal marvellously with this people, wondrously marvellous; And the wisdom of their wise 
men will perish, And the discernment of their discerning men will be concealed.”  Isaiah 29:13-14 (NASB95) 
 There are consequences for our actions.  Let’s look at some of the actions that God had 
observed and had communicated to Isaiah.  
Draw Near and Honor God: Drawing near to God and honoring Him are good things.  There is 
ample scriptural evidence in the Old Testament that we are encouraged to do this and James in 
the New Testament put it this way: “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh unto you.”  The 
problem was simply that it was all on the surface.  It was a facade.  There was nothing of any 
substance to what they were doing.  They did not have their hearts in it.   
 How do we see this working out in the church today?  How much of what we do is just 
because that is the way we have always done it?  Do you ever think that sometimes we are just 
going through the motions and for some who appear to be “pious,” they are just going through 
the emotions?  This may get down to the basic question of “what is worship?”  We tend to think 
that going to the church building, singing a hymn or scripture song, and listening to a message 



that is related to something in the Bible is worship.  It may or may not be worship!   
 Several years ago, I skimmed through a book on worship by D. A. Carson (writer and 
professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in the Chicago area).  One of discussion points 
was this: “we try to compartmentalize our worship experience to a Sunday morning (evening) 
worship service.  The contention of the argument was that all of life should be an expression of 
worship to God.”   
 You can see where this is taking us.  The basic question is not what we do on Sunday and 
why we do it, the real question is what and why for everything we do and say and think.  Do we 
obey the law and are we nice to people because it makes a good appearance or is our heart in it?  
When we show reverence for God, is it because someone is looking and we know what is 
expected and we make a show of piety or does it come from the heart?  These are questions that 
can’t be answered by someone else for you or by you for someone else.  Sometimes we are not 
even sure how to answer these questions for ourselves.  God knows and we can seek to know His 
mind and to see ourselves through His eyes by searching diligently in His word.   
 What was God’s remedy for the people of Judah since they did not have integrity or 
sincerity in their worship?   The outcome is described as something amazing in that the wisdom 
of the wise and the understanding of the prudent would disappear.  We have a phrase for the 
combination of wisdom and understanding and that is “common sense.”  It is a blessing to have 
just plain common sense.  Relative to what God was going to do to them as being amazing, I 
would have to say that I am amazed at the number of people today who show no evidence of 
having any common sense.  This is the first time I have thought of a correlation between 
honoring God as a nation and the people of that nation being blessed with common sense.  It is 
plain scary to think about where we might wind up if we (as a society) continue to turn away 
from God and His ways.  I guess I had thought that we were losing our collective common sense 
and that was causing us to turn away from God.  They are related, but cause and effect are the 
inverse of what we might think it to be.  In our rebelliousness we choose to go away from God 
and the result is a loss of wisdom and understanding.   
 How does this loss of common sense manifest itself?  People do crazy things that are 
driven by self interest and foolish pride.  There is no respect for authority because people 
disregard the ultimate authority that is God.  You see this a lot in children, they are constantly 
asking the question, “Who’s in charge?”  If you do a little study of human nature, it is not only 
the children but the also the adults who are constantly asking that question.   
 
Who Is In Charge? 
15 Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the LORD, And whose deeds are done in a dark place, And they 
say, “Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?” 16 You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the 
clay, That what is made would say to its maker, “He did not make me”; Or what is formed say to him who formed it, 
“He has no understanding”?  Isaiah 29:15-16 (NASB95) 
 When we ask the question of “who is in charge?” we need to come to the answer that 
“God is in charge!”  There are 22 “woes” pronounced by Isaiah and here we have a warning for 
those who want to reverse the roles and think that God is around to serve us.  Many people view 
God as some sort of supernatural genie that is available to do whatever they ask.  This attitude 
has been around for a long time.  Isaiah saw it with the leadership of Judah.  They had been 
specifically told that alliances with other nations were indications of their failure to trust God.  
So what did they do?  They disregarded God’s directives and made their alliances with secret 
meetings.  Secret from whom?  This is like church members who do things that are contrary to 
what the church teaches and they hide it from the pastor or from other church members.  You 



might be able to do that with people, but you cannot hide anything from God.  He sees and 
knows everything.  
 That raises a question of why would a person do this?  Apparently, they do not agree with 
the teaching of the church or the particular interpretation of the scripture.  A lot of times, people 
will say, “I know what the Bible teaches, but you just don’t understand my situations.”  This is 
exactly what Isaiah was writing about when he said   

“Will what is formed say to him who formed it, “He has no understanding”?  
If there is ever a lack of understanding, we can know for sure that is NOT God who is confused! 
 
Who Knows Best? 
1 “Woe to the rebellious children,” declares the LORD, “Who execute a plan, but not Mine, And make an alliance, but 
not of My Spirit, In order to add sin to sin; 2 Who proceed down to Egypt Without consulting Me, To take refuge in 
the safety of Pharaoh And to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt! 3 “Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will be your 
shame And the shelter in the shadow of Egypt, your humiliation.  Isaiah 30:1-3 (NASB95) 
 The specific situation of making an alliance with Egypt to help them against the threats of 
the Assyrians probably seemed pretty reasonable to the leaders of Judah.  It seems reasonable 
only if you ignore the word of God.  In conjunction with the giving of the Law, Moses warned 
them to not make covenants with the people in the land of Canaan.  Exodus 23:32 says “Thou 
shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.”  By implication, it was reasonable that 
they should not make a covenant with Egypt since God had declared that Egypt would never 
again be a significant power in the world. 
 This passage is another one of the 22 “woes” in the book of Isaiah. We noted earlier that 
the problem of the people of Judah was their rebelliousness and this led to a loss of common 
sense.  They knew there were real problems confronting them and they had meetings and came 
up with a plan of how to fix it.  The problem was that they left God out of the meeting and His 
advice out of the plan.   
 The words Isaiah used are very interesting.  The NASB uses the phrase “make an 
alliance” and that is what they were doing with Egypt.  The KJV renders this “cover with a 
covering” and that could have a direct reference to the verse we saw earlier in 29:15 where Isaiah 
pointed out that they “deeply hide their plans” and the “cover” was the means by which they 
were hiding what was going on.  However, in the Hebrew the “cover with a covering” could 
literally mean, “pour out a drink offering.”  There is, therefore, an implication that they were 
making a sacrifice to Egypt rather than sacrificing to the Lord.   
 God saw this action as an additional sin to what they had already committed in making an 
alliance with Assyria in the past.  That alliance had backfired and had only caused more 
problems that were just like the problems they were trying to solve by making the alliance.  They 
were just making the hole they were in deeper.  Is this like borrowing money because you are in 
debt?     
 Notice also that Isaiah writes that the ambassadors were going “down” to Egypt.  This 
implies that they were rejected the best council and protection from God for something inferior 
in what Egypt could do. 
 The repeated use of the words “Pharaoh” and “shadow” show some hidden symbolism.  
The Egyptian hieroglyphic for Pharaoh is a picture of the sun.  The message was that it would 
not matter if they were in the full sunlight (protection of the Pharaoh) or hiding in the shadows 
there would not be any benefit from this alliance.   
 
 



What Should We Do? 
15 For thus the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you will be saved, In quietness 
and trust is your strength.” But you were not willing, 16 And you said, “No, for we will flee on horses,” Therefore 
you shall flee! “And we will ride on swift horses,” Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift. 17 One thousand 
will flee at the threat of one man; You will flee at the threat of five, Until you are left as a flag on a mountain top 
And as a signal on a hill. 18 Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have 
compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.  Isaiah 30:15-18 
(NASB95) 
 It is wonderful that God’s message of salvation does not change.  The way to be saved is 
simply “repent and believe.”  Here we see this same message coming from Isaiah in the words 
“in returning and rest” shall you be saved.  “Returning” is the same as repentance and the idea of 
“rest” is a cessation of efforts to save ourselves by trusting in God’s provision for our salvation.  
We see this formula for salvation applied to the specific situation of the Jewish leaders going to 
Egypt.  Isaiah’s message was that the only salvation they would have would come from turning 
away from Egypt (returning) and putting confident trust (resting) in God’s provision.   
 The leaders did not want any part of such a plan.  They wanted to rely on something they 
could see and touch.  They rejected faith in God and instead relied on being able to run away if 
the battle did not go in their favor.  The problem with such an approach was that when you rely 
on your own strength or speed or intelligence, someone will come along with more strength, 
speed or intelligence.  If our confidence is in Jehovah God, then we can have confidence that 
nothing is greater than God.   
 Isaiah’s prediction was that the blessings of obedience given in Leviticus 26 would be 
reversed.  In verse 8 we see “five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase 
ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before you by the sword.”  The outcome (flag on the 
mountain top) was to be that only a few of their nation would be left and they would be sign 
(signal) to others of the dire outcome of rejecting God and putting their trust in others.   
 In verse 18, Isaiah tells them of the consequences of their actions.  God would have to put 
off (wait) to a later time to be gracious to them.  He would have to wait to have compassion on 
them.  Have you ever had a situation where you wanted to help someone and you just could not 
bring yourself to do it because of their current and on-going bad behavior?  That can be very 
frustrating.  I would think that all of us have proven to be frustrating to God by our behavior.  
We have all kinds of opportunities to put our trust in Him and to follow His way and many times 
we don’t see it or if we do, then we might choose some other way.  We do this in spite of the fact 
that we go to church regularly, we join in the activities of worship, and we may even get 
involved in doing good things.  We wouldn’t classify any of these as “bad behavior.”  That 
brings us back to where we started.  How much of our worship and drawing near to God is just 
going through the motions and following the traditions of men as opposed coming from the 
heart?  When we approach God from the heart, then our hearts are open to receive more of His 
love and grace.   
 When times are hard, where do we ultimately look for relief?  The amazing thing is that, 
in the church, when we do look to God, then He sends comfort directly from the Holy Spirit and 
He sends help from others in the Body of Christ.   
 
  
    


