
STAY SPIRITUALLY ALERT 
Isaiah 38:1-6; 39:1-2, 5-8 

 
Objective: To guard against spiritual laxity and to enhance our vigilance for the faith.   
 
 Nothing brings us back to increased spiritual vigilance like a personal crisis.  Do you 
remember how “spiritual” everyone became in the weeks following September 11, 2001?   
Sometimes we just don’t think about “things spiritual” until “things physical” start breaking 
down.  Some people will make a point of saying that God does not cause “bad” things to happen 
but just allows them to happen.  Others will argue that God causes them to occur.  Both groups 
may be right.  What really matters is how we respond to such things.  Do we ignore them, do we 
become bitter and run away from God or do we see the need to change things in our lives and 
draw closer to God?  We will look at a situation in the life of Hezekiah where he encountered a 
health problem and we are not given any evidence that God had any reason why he “caused” it or 
“allowed” it to happen – it just happened.  Hezekiah was a good king, but he had a health 
problem that was quite serious.   
 We will look at how Hezekiah responded to this difficult situation in which he felt 
personally threatened and we will also look at how he responded to another situation in which he 
felt confident but was actually facing serious danger that was not evident.  We will also look at 
the unintended consequences of choices we make. 
 
Responding to Problems  
1 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, 
“Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’ ” 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to 
the wall and prayed to the LORD, 3 and said, “Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have walked before 
You in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4 Then 
the word of the LORD came to Isaiah, saying, 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of your 
father David, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. 6 “I will 
deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city.” ’  Isaiah 38:1-6 
(NASB95) 
 Sometimes we will see a passage of scripture start with the word “therefore” and all of us 
have heard the advice that we should look back to see what had preceded that would lead to the 
conclusion that was to follow.  The phrase “in those days” should cause us to look back to the 
preceding passage and to consider what is to follow as something that happened in the same time 
frame.  The events described in chapter 38 happened about the same time as those events 
described in chapters 36 and 37.   
 During Hezekiah’s reign as king of Judah, the Assyrians were the dominant power in the 
region and they were attacking and occupying the cities of Judah.  The Assyrian king 
(Sennacherib) sent a delegation to Jerusalem to try to get them to surrender.  These ridiculed the 
Jews and they ridiculed God saying that no one could stop them.  This was a very evident threat.   
When word was brought to Hezekiah of their threats and demands, was went to the temple of the 
Lord and sent word to Isaiah.  Hezekiah prayed for God’s help and God answered his prayer.  
The Assyrians encamped around Jerusalem and in one night an angel of the Lord killed 185,000 
of the Assyrian soldiers.  Sennacherib returned to Nineveh and several years later two of his sons 
killed him.   
 While all this was going on, Hezekiah had developed a serious infection of some sort that 
was threatening his life.  God sent a message to the king by the prophet Isaiah that confirmed the 
seriousness of the illness.  The message was simple: “Get your affairs in order for you shall die.”  



Noticed that Isaiah did not say when this would happen.  Therefore, you could imply that it could 
happen at just anytime.  It doesn’t take a lot of thought for us to see that this message is 
applicable to each and every one of us.  We don’t know when, but it is going to happen unless 
the rapture comes first.  The advice to get your affairs in order is something that each of us 
should take seriously.  You have less time left to get that taken care of this week than you had 
last week.   
 It is generally thought Hezekiah was 25 years old when he started reigning as king of 
Judah and that had been king for 14 years when this illness struck him.  That would put him 
about age 39.  He did not have any children.  Some think that he may not have been married at 
this time.  Part of getting his affairs in order would be to determine who would be the next king.  
That would have proved to be a problem.  He did not have any brothers who were listed in the 
Biblical accounts given in Kings and Chronicles or Isaiah.  This would have created a problem of 
sorts with the line of descendant of David.   
 It is not likely that such details were on the mind of Hezekiah when he heard the 
devastating news that his illness was terminal.  Let’s see what we can learn from Hezekiah’s 
response. 
Turned His Face to the Wall: The king would have attendants that would have been in the room 
with him.  Facing the wall would have given Hezekiah some privacy during his attempt to deal 
with the grief.  This is a delicate balance that we need to keep in mind and be sensitive to as we 
might attempt to minister to people in times of grief.  While it is good to have the comfort of 
friends and loved ones in times of grief, we also need some time alone to process the emotions 
that are at a high level when we are confronted with significant changes in our lives.  Some 
commentators have thought that Hezekiah was facing the Temple when he turned to face the 
wall.  There can be some comfort in such actions that suggest an alignment or drawing closer to 
a place considered sacred.  The Muslims bow toward Mecca when they pray.  In times of danger, 
people used to go to the neighborhood church building to pray. We see this same idea in some of 
the television programs that show someone seeking the Lord’s help, they go to a church or 
synagogue to pray.    
Prayed to the Lord: Hezekiah was consistent.  This was not the first time he prayed.  Prayer was 
a natural response for him.  He was devoted to the Lord and looked to Him for help in the 
various situations he faced in life.      
Asked God to Remember: There could be several reasons why Hezekiah wanted God to 
remember what he had done in his life.  The first and most noble would be related to the idea that 
he had much more work of the same type that he wanted to accomplish if he could live longer.  
A second reason could have been in reference to Old Testament scriptures that associated length 
of days (long life) with obedient behavior.  The most obvious of these is the fifth commandment 
God had given to Moses.  While there is no implication of a quid pro quo, good behavior would 
certainly make a person eligible for a long life - nor deserving, but eligible.  The third and least 
noble reason to ask God to remember is that we tend to think in terms of “we can earn God’s 
blessings.”  Even though we know that all we have or ever will have is by the grace of God, we 
still have thoughts of “what is fair” with regard to doing the right thing and being rewarded for it 
in this life.   
Wept Bitterly:  We have not way to know what Hezekiah was thinking - it may have been a 
combination of all the above reasons.  It is quite natural for us to want to hang onto life.  The 
contemplation of life coming to a premature end is almost always viewed as a sad situation.  This 
is true in spite of a realization that heaven is our eternal home and no one would ever want to 



return to the pain and sorrow of this life once they have gotten to heaven.  
God’s Response to Hezekiah’s Prayer: God responded immediately to the prayer of Hezekiah 
and sent Isaiah back with His answer.  In answering Hezekiah, God identified Himself as the 
God of David.  This is thought to be an indication that part of the reason for the extension of life 
for Hezekiah was related to the promise to David that one of his heirs would be on the throne of 
the nation.   
 God also mentioned Hezekiah’s tears.  Hezekiah had turn away from the people in the 
room so they would not see his tears.  We usually do a really good job of hiding the depth of our 
sorrows from those around us.  However, God sees and know how much we are hurting.  More 
importantly, He cares.  David alluded to this in Psalms 56:8 when he noted that God noticed his 
lamentations and requested that God take into account his tears.   
God’s Promise to Hezekiah: In the account of Hezekiah’s prayer, we did not see that Hezekiah 
asked God to heal him or to give him additional years of life or to deliver the nation from the 
attacks of the Assyrians.  All he requested was that God remember his life.  It was then God’s 
choice to provide the specifics.  There is perhaps something for us to learn here.  If we will leave 
the details to God, His plans and generosity are always much better than ours.   
 Regarding the promise to “defend the city” from the Assyrians, some commentators think 
that Hezekiah’s healing came before the miraculous defeat of the Assyrian army when the angel 
killed 185,000 Assyrian soldier in one night.  Others will argue that this promise simply meant 
that any further attacks would not be successful.   
 We can readily see that the problems Hezekiah faced caused him to draw closer to God.    
  
Responding to Successes 
1 At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he 
heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the 
silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries. 
There was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.   Isaiah 39:1-2 (NASB95) 
 News travels fast.  Word of Hezekiah’s illness and recovery had reached as far as 
Babylon.  Babylon was under the same pressure as Judah from the oppression of Assyria.  The 
officials of Babylon sent a delegation to Jerusalem with letters and gifts for the king.  The stated 
reason for the visit was that they came because they had heard of Hezekiah’s recovery.  The real 
reason was that they wanted to form an alliance with Judah against Assyria.  Instead they got an 
eyeful of how wealthy and successful the Jews were at that time.  No doubt they noted what was 
there and that information was likely part of the reason Babylon was motivated to conquer Judah 
a century later.   
 Hezekiah had to use a lot of the wealth of the nation to pay tribute to the Assyrians.  It is 
thought that the Babylonian delegation made their visit before the tribute was paid.  That would 
put the visit between the miraculous healing of Hezekiah and the miraculous defeat of the 
Assyrian army that had besieged Jerusalem.  It is thought that all this occurred around 701 BC.  
(Not everyone agrees with this time line.  Some think that the visit occurred after the Assyrian 
army had been defeated and that the large amount of tribute that had been paid was recovered 
from the camp of the slain army.)   
 So, why did Hezekiah show them everything?  In verse 2 we see that he was “pleased” or 
“glad” they came.  The recognition and respect that afforded him by a delegation from a foreign 
government “went to his head” as we might say today.  In other words, it made him proud.  He 
felt important and powerful and rich.  I’m sure that the ambassadors from Babylon let him know 
how impressed they were and encouraged him to just “tell it all.”  He did just that.  He did not 



handle his successes as well as he handled his problems.   
 How does this apply to us?  Are we more likely to draw closer to God when we are 
having difficulty or when we are doing well?  When things are going well we drift away from 
God and His desire is that we draw near to Him.  He knows that difficulties bring us back to 
Him, so He either sends or allows (depending on your theology) problems to beset us.  These 
bring us back to Him.  There is an obvious lesson here!  If we would stay close to God regardless 
of the situations we are in, then we would be more likely to continually benefit from His 
blessings.  The spiritual truth that we need to keep in mind is that God exalts the humble and 
resists the proud.  However, our problem is that we tend to give ourselves credit for our 
successes.  We tend to think that what we have belongs to us rather than to God.  We can see this 
in Hezekiah’s response to Isaiah when he was questioned about the visitors from Babylon.   
3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where have 
they come to you?” And Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.” 4 He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is 
nothing among my treasuries that I have not shown them.”  Isaiah 39:3-4 (NASB95) 
 Notice the use of the words of ME and MY in Hezekiah’s answer to Isaiah’s questions.  
We can easily get caught up in thinking more highly of ourselves and what we think we have 
accomplished than we ought to think.  We need to be constantly listening to the Holy Spirit and 
responding to the warning He gives us when we venture into such dangerous territory.   
 
Long-Term Consequences 
5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts, 6 ‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is 
in your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing will be 
left,’ says the LORD. 7 ‘And some of your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken away, 
and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ” 8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of 
the LORD which you have spoken is good.” For he thought, “For there will be peace and truth in my days.”  Isaiah 
39:5-8 (NASB95) 
 There is a reminder worth keeping in mind in what Isaiah said about the things and 
treasures that Hezekiah had.  They were passed on to him from previous kings.  The very things 
that were causing him pride should have invoked humility if he had considered how little he was 
personally responsible for all he had.   

All of us are mere stewards of what God has given to us, and we have no right to boast about anything. 
“For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did 
indeed receive it, why do you glory as if you had not received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7, NKJV) “A man can receive 
nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven” (John 3:27, NKJV). (Wiersbe) 

 All the stuff that was giving Hezekiah confirmation of his sense of success would one 
day be carried off to Babylon.  This should remind us that our confidence must not be in things 
that will perish or things that can be stolen or things that will lose their value in bad times.   
 Hezekiah may have been somewhat relieved that his new lease on life would allow him 
to have a son to carry on the traditions of the “house of David.”  An unintended consequence of 
this is that his son was one of the worse kings to ever rule Judah and according to Isaiah’s 
prophecy some of his grand children would wind up serving the Babylonians.  We are not told 
what part Hezekiah had in training up his son who would one day be king.  The failure of his son 
Manasseh as a leader may have it roots in a lapse of “spiritual alertness” on the part of all 
involved in his upbringing.    
 Hezekiah may have had moments of foolish pride and was guilty of not always being 
spiritually alert to the dangers he was facing especially in his successes; however, he was quick 
to agree with what the Lord had declared for his future.  He did not argue with this message that 
God sent to him through Isaiah but confirmed that it was good word from God.  Some have 



suggested that the last sentence in verse 8 showed callousness on his part in that he thought the 
word was good since the prophecy would not come to pass in his lifetime.  Others suggest that 
the last sentence is simply a prayer that there be peace and truth for the remainder of his days.  
This interpretation would seem to be more in keeping with the character of Hezekiah.   
 We can get caught off guard in the good times as well as the difficult times.  Keeping 
spiritually alert is important regardless of the circumstances in which we find ourselves.  We 
must learn to trust and rely more and more on God and His provision.  When we look to 
ourselves or to others we will be disappointed.  Only those who rely completely on God can 
experience full deliverance. 
 


