
THE INFINITE GOD

I guess it is fair to say that all of us know a lot more facts and knowledge than we apply on a day-to-
day basis.  How many times have you done something that did not turn out very well and in
retrospect made a comment such as “I knew better than to do that.”  Sometimes, in our interpersonal
relationships, we act as if we don’t have a good appreciation of the personality or desires of the other
person.  We tend to get caught up in our own agenda of what we are doing and do not factor in
important information about the way things work or the nature of the people with whom we are
dealing.  We can’t blame our failure on ignorance, because, in most cases, we had the necessary
information.  The same sort of failure to apply what we know can and does happen in our relationship
to God.  Someone once said, “It is not so much what I don’t know about God that concerns me as
much as it is what I do know and do not apply.”  Much of God’s dealing with mankind has been
directed toward making Himself known to His people, those to whom He entrusted the plan of
salvation. 
 
ISAIAH 40:21-24  Isaiah addressed the nation of Judah regarding the nature of God.  It was not as
if they were ignorant of God.  They, of all people should have been familiar with God and His
greatness.  Yet they lived their lives as if they were ignorant of the facts.  Ignoring what you know
produces the same outcome as being ignorant.  The Jews really had no excuse for going away from
God.  They had the traditions and the scriptures and celebrations that told about God and made them
aware of His expectations.  They owed their existence as a nation to God’s grace and faithfulness and
yet they lived as the heathen did.

Of course, there is an obvious parallel to our situation in this country.  We have an unprecedented
number of churches and church-related universities, schools, and seminaries.  Knowledge about God
abounds and is broadcast over radio and television and yet people choose to go their own way.  We
too are without excuse.

Just from casual observance, it is all too evident that most people care more what other people
(neighbors, public officials, supervisors, pastors, etc.) think of them rather than looking to please
God.  Talk about misplaced priorities!  Just consider the divergence of influence of all the people in
the world versus that of God – the difference is incomprehensible.  Isaiah pictured God as sitting so
high above the earth that men as no larger than grasshoppers.  God power extends into the affairs of
man.  Governments are set up and disposed of by God and those whom we regard as having great
influence are as nothing to Him.

Even if a person did have great ability and power, he would still be limited to time and place.
Eventually, all mortals must died.  Only God is eternal.  

ISAIAH 40:25-26 In words that are reminiscent of the conversation between Job and God we see
that nothing or no one is comparable or even close to God in greatness and power.  The concept of
Creator is beyond our comprehension and yet the creation (all that is in the physical world that we
can experience and sense with our five senses) in all its complexity bears irrefutable testimony that
an intelligent and infinite Being put it all together according to a design and scheme that we haven’t
even begun to unravel.  The concept of life evolving from some primordial soup is so inane that it



defies description.  One has to look at the incredible complexity in even a single cell creature and
know that nothing that complex could “just happen” by random chance.  Moving from the realm of
DNA and going to a far grander scale of the countless galaxies with their innumerable stars shows
the breadth of the creation and increases (if it were possible) the wonder and awe of the greatness of
the Creator.  We can echo David’s words in Psalms 8, “When I consider the heavens, the work of
Your fingers, the sun and moon that You ordained, What is man that you are mindful of him.”  

ISAIAH 40:27-31 During times of trouble the Jews thought God had turned His back on them.  The
truth is that they had wandered (ran) away from God.  He is the covenant God with the covenant
people and when He made the covenant with Abraham, He swore that He would be faithful.  God
cannot lie and He can not be unfaithful.  His word tells us that He is the same yesterday, today and
forever.  He never changes.  He is all knowing and it is foolish for anyone to think that God is
unaware of what we do.  We cannot hide from Him and He doesn’t forget us.  

At times we may even accuse God of being unfair.  We experience trouble even though we are God’s
people and when we cry out to God for help it seems that He doesn’t answer.  What we fail to realize
is that God knows more about our situation than we do.  If we are truly His, then He has a plan that
He is working out in our lives and sometimes the troubles and frustrations are the means to achieving
what God is working to accomplish in us.

In our human weakness, finiteness and frailty we cannot understand how God is never weary, never
is asleep, and always know everything.  The question for each of us is “How can we be freed from
our weakness, finiteness and frailty?”  The answer is hidden in such paradoxes losing to win, dying
to live, and discovering strength in complete weakness.  For it is only by ceasing our attempts to
succeed and live our own life that we can experience the Life of God in us by the indwelling presence
of the Holy Spirit.  When that happens and we are following Him, then we experience His power and
His strength and are able to soar over the impossible.  When there is trouble all around in the midst
of the storm, the eagle set his wings into the wind and rises above it.  It is the tempest itself that
provides the lift that gets him up above it.  

With God we can run.  The urgency of certain things in life (relieving suffering, eliminating ignorance,
health and healing, sight for the blind, good news of God’s salvation) requires us to proceed with
haste to make maximum use of the available time.  Only in God’s strength can we get the job done.

With God we can walk.  The everyday affairs of life, the coming and going of the cycle of life is
involved in the walking.  The manner of life and its quality is the walk.  Without God our walk has
not purpose.  With Him everything has meaning and beauty.  


