
THE LORD IS AT WORK 
Isaiah 45:1-13 

           
Objective: To identify reasons that assure us God is working in the world to achieve His 
purposes. 
 
 Have you ever looked at events happening throughout the world – whether they are near 
by or far away – and wondered “what in the world is going on?”  Many times things happen that 
seem to make no sense at all.  We only need to read the headlines of our daily newspaper to see 
these occurrences and question if something beyond the obvious is behind the headlines.  Some 
people look and they think that maybe a great conspiracy is underway and what is happening is 
some sinister scheme of the Zionists or Communists or one-world government.  There may be 
elements of such things happening at various times.  While that may or may not be true, we can 
know for certain that what is happening is part of God’s master plan for this world.  It is quite 
natural for us to wonder how it will all turn out. 
 We can’t know all the detail answers to such questions; however, we can be assured that 
the God of all the universe – the Almighty – will use such events of the world to work out His 
eternal purposes.  In John 15:15 Jesus said "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from 
My Father I have made known to you.”  In a real sense, we have had the general plan of what 
God is doing shared with us.  For example, we know that a new race of people created in the 
likeness of the Second Adam is being assembled.  We know that God and this new race of 
mankind will one day enjoy unbroken fellowship.  We look forward to the time when evil is 
eliminated and we will reign with Jesus.   
 Our confidence that God will bring to reality what He has promised is assured by seeing 
the fulfillment of other promises.  The historical records confirm the prophecies of old and the 
faithfulness of God.  We find ample evidence that God used men and nations to carry out His 
purposes.  The history of Judah shows that God had and still has a plan of salvation and this 
nation (Judah) was key to the fulfillment of that plan.  Like so many of us, the Israelites were not 
very cooperative in that they ignored God’s commandments.  They ignored His Sabbaths (both 
days and years), they did not deal justly with one another, and they followed foreign gods by 
practicing idol worship.  God had warned them of the consequences of failing to follow Him and 
they suffered the consequences of their actions by being carried away captive into Babylon.  God 
raised up the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar to accomplish the seventy years of 
captivity.  Babylon enjoyed a time of prosperity and peace and this led to weakness and they 
were eventually conquered by the Persians as God prepared the way for the return of the Jews to 
their homeland.  
 
Acknowledge The Lord’s Purpose 
1 Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, To subdue nations before him 
And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: 2 “I will go before you and 
make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron bars. Isaiah 45:1-2 
(NASB95) 
 We see God (through Isaiah) calling Cyrus by name.  Being this specific has caused some 
Biblical scholars to speculate and claim that the latter part of the Book of Isaiah was written by 
someone other than Isaiah who lived during the pre-exile days of Judah.  It is thought that 
chapters 40 though 66 were written some 200 years later than the first 39 chapters.  We will 



avoid such controversies in favor of discovering the truths in the passage that can be applied to 
our lives and to discover what was happening in the ancient world that was being used by God to 
accomplish His purposes.   
 Regardless of whether this passage is prophetic or interpretative, we see that God can use 
people who do not know him.  It is surprising that Cyrus is referred to as the Lord’s anointed.  
This is the same Hebrew word that is rendered messiah.  This title may simply mean that he was 
chosen by God for the specific things he accomplished in life.   Cyrus was successful in his 
conquests because God “took him by the right hand.”  The idea here is for someone to take a 
person’s hand to lead them where they should go and to help them accomplish the task.  If the 
stories regarding Cyrus are true, then he was a remarkable person.  He was the son of a king and 
grandson of another king.  The grandfather decreed that the child should be killed but the person 
sent to do the job found a shepherd and his wife who took the boy and raised him.  He became a 
skillful leader and achieved control of vast regions of the known world from the Mediterranean 
Sea to the Indian Ocean.  
 The things mentioned in these first two verses have specific application to what happened 
when the forces of Cyrus came to conquer Babylon: 
 
Loose the loins of kings: This may be a specific reference to what was mentioned in Daniel 5:6 
in reference to Balshazzar who saw the “hand writing on the wall.”   

Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 

Open the doors: Again, we have a likely reference to the invasion of Babylon.  In the revelry in 
Babylon on the night of its capture, the inner gates, leading from the streets to the river, were left 
open; for there were walls along each side of the Euphrates with gates, which, had they been kept 
shut, would have held the invading soldiers in the bed of the river, where the Babylonians could 
have easily destroyed them. When the army of Cyrus showed up at the palace there was a lot of 
noise and the king ordered to see what was the matter; when the palace gates were opened for 
that purpose, the soldiers of Cyrus rushed in to the king, and killed him.  
 
Awake to the Lord’s Presence  
3 “I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden wealth of secret places, So that you may know that it is I, The 
LORD, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. 4 “For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel My chosen 
one, I have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor Though you have not known Me. 5 “I am 
the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known Me;  Isaiah 
45:3-5 (NASB95) 
 It has been reported that on the day Cyrus order the temple in Jerusalem to be rebuilt that 
God revealed to him treasures that Nebuchanezzar had hidden as his reign was coming to an end.  
This was thought to relate to the passage “I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden riches of 
secret places.”  The historian Pliny says, when Cyrus conquered Asia, he brought away thirty four 
thousand pounds of gold, besides golden vessels, and five hundred thousand talents of silver, and 
the cup of Semiramis, which weighed fifteen talents. Another historian Xenophon makes 
mention of great riches and treasures which Cyrus received from Armenius, Gobryas, and 
Croesus.  All this provision of wealth was done for a purpose.  Specifically, so that Cyrus would 
know that Jehovah, the God of Israel was the only true God and was the one responsible for his 
success.  Ezra 1:1,2 shows that the correspondence of what was happening with the prediction 
from the writings of Jeremiah that had the desired effect on Cyrus. 

Jer 25:12  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it 



perpetual desolations. 
Jer 29:10  For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, 
and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.  

 A change of philosophy was needed in the leadership of the captors of the Jews.  The 
Babylonians were not likely to let the Jews return to their home land but the Persians were open 
to the idea.   
 The rise of the Babylonian Empire was brought about by God because it suited His 
purposes regarding the chastisement of Judah.  The fall of the Babylonian Empire and the rise of 
Persia were also brought about by God for the same reason.  The reason is clearly stated as “For 
Jacob My servant’s sake.”   
 Though Cyrus did acknowledge God [Ezra 1:2  Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The 
LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.], he could not be numbered among the true 
believer in that he also held onto other deities of his culture.  Historians relate that when he 
found his demise was near,  he took sacrifices, and offered them to Jupiter,  and the sun,  and the 
rest of the gods; and gave them thanks for the care they had taken of him; and prayed them to 
grant happiness to his wife,  children,  friends,  and country.  
 When we are blessed do we recognize that God is causing it to happen so that we may 
know that He is Lord over all?  Do we see our lives as part of God’s bigger scheme of what He is 
accomplishing in the overall history of the mankind?  If we had such an awareness, how would 
influence what you do?    
 
Applaud the Lord’s Power 
6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and 
there is no other, 7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the 
LORD who does all these.  Isaiah 45:6-7 (NASB95) 
 The words of this passage intended to show the superiority of Jehovah to all other God.  
The religion of the Persians (Zoroasterism) had multiply deities – some of which were evil and 
related to darkness and other who were good and related to light.  In making Himself known to 
Cyrus, God claims to control both the light and the darkness.  He makes peace and creates 
calamity.  Logically, then He must be superior to the individual deities of which Cyrus was 
aware. 
 Verse 8 could be considered as a continuation of the idea of God’s supreme power.   

"Rain down, you heavens, from above, And let the skies pour down righteousness; Let the earth open, let 
them bring forth salvation, And let righteousness spring up together. I, the LORD, have created it. (Isa 
45:8) 

 Not only is the LORD God of Heaven over all spiritual dominions, He is also the 
controller of all experiences in the physical world.  He sends the rain and withholds the rain.  In 
the same way as the rain comes upon the earth, the Lord will send His salvation upon all 
mankind, to those who will receive it.  We see also in this verse an expectation that just as the 
earth bears fruit from the rain that waters it, we are to bear the fruit of righteousness since God 
has poured out His righteousness on us.   
 
Warning to Those Who Challenges the Lord’s Sovereignty  
9 “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker— An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay 
say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 10 “Woe to him who 
says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ Or to a woman, ‘To what are you giving birth?’ ”  Isaiah 45:9-10 
(NASB95) 
 Apparently, some questioned God for His judgment on Judah, while at the same time 



causing (first) Nebuchadnezzar and (then) Cyrus to prosper.  Many times when we encounter 
troubles and those of the world are living a life of ease, we think we have a right to set God 
straight about the matter.  In language reminiscent of God’s conversation with Job, He reminds 
us that we have no idea what He is doing and why He is doing it until He chooses to reveal it to 
us.  Therefore, we have no basis for contention with God. 
11 “This is what the LORD says— the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Concerning things to come, do you question 
me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands? 12 It is I who made the earth and created 
mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts. 13 I will raise up Cyrus in 
my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price 
or reward, says the LORD Almighty.”  Isaiah 45:11-13 (NIV) 
 The words of verse 11 could be rendered “How dare you question Me or try to give Me 
orders, I am the Creator.”  God raised up Cyrus to bring about the restoration of the Jews to the 
land of Israel.  Looking forward to a latter day, these same words are applicable to the coming of 
the Messiah who would come to set His people free from spiritual bondage.   
 In verse 13, the NIV uses Cyrus in place of the word “him” in its translation.  It is likely 
that this portion of Isaiah refers to the coming of Jesus rather than to Cyrus.  Let’s compare what 
Cyrus did to what Christ did.  In Isaiah 44:28 we find this about Cyrus.   
28 “It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.’ And he declares of Jerusalem, 
‘She will be built,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’ ”  Isaiah 44:28 (NASB95) 
 If the word “he” in the second part of this verse refers to Cyrus (rather than to Jehovah), 
then Cyrus made a declaration that Jerusalem and the temple foundation were to be built.  He did 
provide resources for the work on the foundation of the temple.  In Ezra chapter 1, the 
proclamation only mentions the temple.  Historically, the only thing that was accomplished in the 
lifetime of Cyrus was that the foundation of the temple was completed.   
 Regarding the city, Cyrus did not do anything other than make a declaration that it was to 
be built.  If the second part of verse 13 of chapter 45 is in reference to city of the New Jerusalem 
(which is the church), then Christ Jesus declared in Matthew 16:18 that He would build His 
church.  Jesus also declared that He came to set the “captives” free and we know that He did so 
in His death on the cross where He paid the price for redemption and that redemption did not 
cost the beneficiaries anything - without money and without price.   
 With all that is happening in the world today, concern for the future is everywhere. There 
is speculation, anxiety, and uncertainty. The political realm is constantly changing, markets are 
always fluctuating, and our personal lives are affected by it all.  When events or circumstances in 
our lives seem to be out of control, it is sometimes easy to wonder if God’s plan is really 
unfolding according to design. From the pages of Scripture, however, we are assured that God 
does know the future intimately and that He is in control of what is happening.   
 


