
THE LORD IS COMPASSIONATE
Isaiah 54:1-10

What are some of the ways people create separation between themselves and God?  
(The simple answer is “any sin or disobedience that you can name.”)  

Throughout the history of God dealing with man, we see example after example of individuals and
groups of people doing the wrong thing (disobeying God’s laws, commandments, instructions)
and suffering the consequences of their actions.  The consequences they suffered would cause
them to turn back to God Who, in His compassion, would forgive them and re-establish the
relationship.  Eventually the process would repeat itself in cycle after cycle with the nation of
Israel.  During the time of the judges, we can see that at the low point of one of these cycles that a
new judge would arise who would lead the people back to God.  Then during the time of the
kings, it seems that the fortunes of the nation were based on how righteous and devoted to God a
particular king was.  Though there were cycles, the general trend of the success and morality of
the nation was downward from the time of David and Solomon.  Eventually, the judgment of God
on their sinfulness resulted in the 70 years of captivity for the Jews in Babylon.  This judgment
was so significant that it resulted in some changes of behavior for the Jews.  Idol worship was a
problem for the nation before the captivity but was never mentioned after the exile.  The people
who came out of the Babylonian captivity and bondage entered into a bondage to the letter of the
law.  The Babylonian captivity was a time when they felt abandoned by God and there was a
feeling of hopelessness.  

In His compassion, God had Isaiah give them assurance of his continued mercy.  In
Chapter 54, we can see the following themes:
• A time for rejoicing because the Lord provides a future.  (Verses 1-3)
• A time for restoration because the Lord forgives the past. (Verses 4-5) 
• A time for reconciliation because the Lord loves everlastingly.  (Verses 6-10)
• A time for stabilization because the Lord honors his covenant.  (Verses 11-17)

Rejoicing
1 “Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child; Break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you
who have not travailed; For the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous Than the sons of the married
woman,” says the LORD. 2 “Enlarge the place of your tent; Stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not;
Lengthen your cords And strengthen your pegs. 3 “For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left. And your
descendants will possess nations And will resettle the desolate cities.  Isaiah 54:1-3 (NASB95)

This is a prophecy that has its roots in the picture of the birth of Isaac to Sarah who was
barren but eventually had a son because of the Lord’s compassionate intervention on her behalf. 
The comparison holds up in that the descendants of Isaac did out number the descendants of
Ishmael who was born to Hagar.  The comparison breaks down in that Hagar was NOT the
married woman.  The likely intent of Isaiah was that he borrowed this picture from the past and
applied it to the Jews who were carried away into captivity in Babylon.  This exile time was seen
as time of barrenness and desolation.  The married woman was likely a reference to the
relationship Israel had to God prior to the exile.  The promise was that a time was coming when
the decimated population would grow and they would be more numerous than the pre-exile time.  



Restoration
4 “Fear not, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disgraced; But you will
forget the shame of your youth, And the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more. 5 “For your
husband is your Maker, Whose name is the LORD of hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is
called the God of all the earth.  Isaiah 54:4-5 (NASB95)

Reconciliation
6 “For the LORD has called you, Like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, Even like a wife of one’s youth when she
is rejected,” Says your God. 7 “For a brief moment I forsook you, But with great compassion I will gather you. 8 “In
an outburst of anger I hid My face from you for a moment, But with everlasting lovingkindness I will have
compassion on you,” Says the LORD your Redeemer. 9 “For this is like the days of Noah to Me, When I swore that
the waters of Noah Would not flood the earth again; So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you Nor will I
rebuke you. 10 “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, But My lovingkindness will not be
removed from you, And My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” Says the LORD who has compassion on you. 
Isaiah 54:6-10 (NASB95)

21 ¶  Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law?
22  For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a
freewoman.
23  But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman
through promise,
24  which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which
gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar——
25  for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in
bondage with her children——
26  but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.
27  For it is written: "Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who
are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children Than she who has a husband."
28  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.

54:1–10 Wife and mother. Paul linked this passage with the story of Sarah and Hagar (... Gal.
4:27) and saw here the true church, its members born from above (see also on 49:14–23). The
promise of world-wide expansion (3; cf. 49:19) and the hint of coming strains upon the old
structure (2) were to be vividly borne out in the age of the apostles. For the metaphor of the
erring wife see 50:1; here however, with rare sympathy, not the guilt but the pain (6) of the
estrangement is put to the fore, with a corresponding tenderness of reunion (7–8)—its
permanence seen to be as unconditional and as undeserved (cf. compassion in v 10) as the
promise of Gn. 9:11, and (we can now add) of Mt. 16:18.  ...Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible
commentary. 



54:11–17 Gem-built city. The narrow tent of v 2 and the shattered Jerusalem are equally
outshone by this union of beauty and strength, a glowing picture of the church, to be elaborated in
Rev. 21:10–27. But its meaning is translated into non-pictorial terms in vs 13–15, where the
righteousness of v 14 and the impregnability of vs 15–17 are deep rooted in personal discipleship
(13;  Je. 31:34), which is one of the marks of the new covenant. This is the true strength of God’s
city, which is promised not immunity from attack but the unanswerable weapon of truth (17; cf.
Lk. 21:15).

“Covenant of peace” (54:10). This expression is also found in Ezek. 34:25–31. It is linked with
the New Covenant of Jer. 31, for its benefits become possible only after the Messiah forgives the
sins of God’s people and makes them righteous. Some of the benefits overlap: God will Himself
teach His people, and they will be established in righteousness (cf. Jer. 31:31–34). Yet the focus
of this covenant is on security. God throws a protective covering over His people so that they will
be safe. While this is an eschatological covenant, it has present application to you and me. God’s
protective covering has been thrown over us as well. God the Holy Spirit is Himself “a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession” (Eph.
1:14). Because we are God’s own we are safe and secure.


