
 THE INCLUSIVE INVITATION 
 Isaiah 55:1-13 
 
Objective: To find ways to extend the Lord’s invitation to those who are spiritually hungry.  
 
 Have you ever tried to give something to someone (say, a gift or helping hand) and they 
wouldn’t take it?  You know, you really can’t make someone accept a gift or help.  There may be 
many reasons why a person won’t accept a gift: they may think that the giver is not sincere, they 
don’t like the giver of the gift, they don’t like the gift, they may be too proud or (amazingly) they 
may have a self-esteem that is too low.  Whatever the reason, adults do find it difficult to accept 
gifts.  However, have you noticed that children don’t have that problem?  Maybe this is part of 
what Jesus meant when He said that we had to become as little children to receive the Kingdom 
of God.   
 The 55th Chapter of Isaiah is a continuation of the prophetic revelation of Christ that God 
gave hundreds of years before the first advent of the Messiah.  In Chapter 53, we saw Christ and 
His sufficient sacrifice, in Chapter 54, we saw Christ and His sanctified Church and in this 
chapter we see Christ and his satisfying word.   
 We can divide the chapter into four parts: 
$ Awesome bargain - verses 1-5 
$ Amazing grace - verses 6-7 
$ Astonishing power - verses 8-11  
$ Abiding glory - verses 12-13 
 
Awesome Bargain 
1 “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine 
and milk Without money and without cost. 2 “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for 
what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. 3 “Incline 
your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to 
the faithful mercies shown to David. 4 “Behold, I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander 
for the peoples. 5 “Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will run to 
you, Because of the LORD your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you.”  Isaiah 55:1-5 
(NASB95) 
 The prophet Isaiah wrote about receiving something without having to pay for it. 

"Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, 
come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price. (Isa 55:1) 

 Years ago, way before the internet and even before TV, there were vendors who would 
come to an area and try to sell their products.  Some of them had a remedy for whatever ailed 
you.  It was such a bargain that you couldn’t afford to pass up their offer.  This is where we got 
the expression of “snake-oil salesmen.”  They aren’t on the street corners anymore, but are on 
TV and all over the internet.  Apparently, this way of selling; i.e., street vending was pretty 
common in Isaiah’s day.  In fact, street vending is still a major part of commerce in many third 
world countries today.   
 In language that was typical of what a street vendor would use, Isaiah issued an invitation 
to everyone who thirsts.  Since (apart from Jesus Christ) all mankind is in spiritual drought, then 
all are thirsty.  We all have a deep longing in our souls.  We realize that we are incomplete.  In 
Psalms 42, David exclaims, “My soul thirsts for the Living God.”  In John Chapter 4 Jesus used 
the analogy of thirst and water of life during His ministry with the “woman at the well.”  Notice 
the three elements used to satisfy those who are thirsty.   

Water - speaks of regeneration 
Wine - speaks of spiritual renewal 
Milk - speaks of nourishment 

The street vendor would always have a bargain price, but Isaiah went a step farther:  This “water, 



wine, and milk” are not obtained with money.  Money can’t buy them since they are priceless.  
We see a similar thought expressed in Psalms 49:6-8.   

6  those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great riches? 
7  No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him— 
8  the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough— 

Our salvation cannot be bought with anything we possess.  It is too costly.   
 Some translations will use the phrase “without cost” and others will state “without price.”  
This may be a subtle difference, but we could argue that the “without price” is a better picture of 
what we are obtaining since the way of salvation was very costly (to Christ) but it is of priceless 
value to us.   
 The idea of buying without money, may be a explained by realizing that they may have 
had some of the same idioms that we do.  We used the term “buy” to mean “believe or accept an 
idea” as in “Do you buy that?”  In order to “buy into” the truth of the gospel message requires 
that we completely “sell out” everything else to embrace that truth (as in the parable of “The 
Pearl of Great Price”).   

Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully 
to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance (Isa 55:2) 

 So many try to find satisfaction in things that can be bought with money.  Materialism 
cannot provide lasting satisfaction and it is certainly not of any eternal value.  The deeper 
spiritual meaning is that we can have only one dominant belief system at any one time.  What we 
choose to believe is the capital we have to invest.  Each of us can choose to try to buy 
satisfaction or earn salvation by our good works or we can turn to God to discover His way.  God 
invites us to listen carefully to Him to discover that which does bring satisfaction.  There are a 
multitude of other alternatives that people attempt to follow, but none of those satisfy nor save. 

Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you—The sure mercies of David. (Isa 55:3) 

 The first half of verse 3 is a parallel idea to the second part of verse 2.   “Listen ...Me” is 
accomplished by deliberately choosing (inclining or leaning toward) God and “hear” would 
relate to “eat what is good.”  There is further correspondence in that let “your soul delight itself” 
is parallel to “your soul shall live.”     
 God is the initiator of the salvation He provides as a gift of His grace to us.  However, 
those who have no appreciation of His gift of Himself to us will not listen.  If they will not listen 
then they will not hear and without hearing, there can be no faith and without faith it is 
impossible to please God.  On the other hand, hearing the word leads to faith and faith to life – 
“the just shall live by faith.”  To enter a covenant with God requires an exercise of faith and 
God’s grace is so thorough that He even provides us with a measure of faith so that we have no 
excuse.   
 The blessings of the covenant are called "mercies", because they spring from the mercy 
of God.  We recognize these as redemption, pardon of sin, regeneration, salvation, and eternal 
life.  They are the mercies of David, or of Christ in Whom all the promises to David are fulfilled.  
These promises were made to Him, and the execution, implementation, or fulfillment is in His 
hands.  There are ratified and confirmed by His blood, and through Him come to his people – 
that is, they are available to all who are in Christ.  These are "sure", firm,  and steadfast,  through 
the faithfulness and holiness of God, who has given them to Christ Who has obtained the victory 
over sin and death.  

Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people, A leader and commander for the people.  (Isa 55:4) 
This word “witness” has been interpreted by various writers as David, the nation of Israel, or 
Jesus.   

David: David was a type of Christ.  He was anointed to be king.  He was a shepherd king.  
He liberated the people from foreign oppression.  He was certainly a leader and 
commander. 
The nation of Israel: This nation has certainly been a witness to the world of how God 



deals mercifully with His people.  In them we can see how God chastises His people and 
they certainly are an outstanding people of distinctive leadership. 
Jesus: The Messiah came as a witness to us of Who God is, of His good will to men, and 
of His justice and holiness.  He is a witness of Himself, of his deity and perfections, of 
his divine and eternal sonship, and of his Messiahship.  Jesus is the witness of the 
covenant itself, He is the surety and Mediator of the covenant and of truth in general by 
His works and miracles.    

 Jesus is the Leader of His Church.  He is the teacher of His people by which He leads 
them in a right way into a new life of which He is the author and finisher.  He leads us out of the 
old way into a new way of which He is the pioneer – having gone before us.   
 He is coming back as King of kings and Lord of lords. He is presently King to His 
faithful subjects Who writes His laws on their hearts so that obedience to His authority is not 
grievous to them. 

Surely you shall call a nation you do not know, And nations who do not know you shall run to you, Because 
of the LORD your God, And the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you." (Isa 55:5) 

 The Messiah would indeed call unto Himself a nation that was “unknown” at the time of 
Isaiah’s writing.  This “nation” is “Spiritual Israel” or those with the faith of Abraham.  People 
who recognize the good news that is in Christ Jesus (that God loved us so much as to die for us) 
do run to Him for this great salvation.  The revelation of God in Jesus Christ as the Holy One of 
Israel is the key in bringing people to a “saving knowledge of” and “faith in” God’s means of our 
redemption.  
 
Amazing Grace  
6 Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way And the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our 
God, For He will abundantly pardon.  Isaiah 55:6-7 (NASB95) 
 There are times of revival and renewal in which the heart of mankind is strongly 
convicted and drawn to God.  There are times of God’s indulgence and patience with our 
waywardness and there are also times when the cup of His indignation becomes full and 
judgment comes.  We need to redeem the time and draw near to God while His mercy abounds.  
We do not want to treat the grace of God a something that is cheap just because it has no price. 
 We find instructions on how to “seek the Lord” in the very next verse.  Forsake or leave 
wicked ways.  How do you do that?  The very next line of this prophetic poem gives the formula 
to accomplish it.  Get rid of unrighteous thoughts!  This would imply that you and I have some 
control over what we think about.  Do you buy that?  This is exactly what Paul was writing about 
in his letter to the Philippian church in chapter 4, verse 8. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

 This is what repentance is all about or as Isaiah states “return to the Lord.”  The result is 
that we will benefit from the Lord’s compassion and pardon.  That is amazing grace.   
 
Astonishing Power 
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. 10 “For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear 
and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from 
My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the 
matter for which I sent it.  Isaiah 55:8-11 (NASB95) 
 Not only should we abandon “unrighteous” thoughts and “wicked” ways, we must also 
give up all our thoughts and ways that are not aligned with those of God.  Many times we may 
have good intentions and we devise our own plans and world view that are “man centered” rather 
than “God centered.”  Much of secular humanism is simply man’s ways of striving to reach a 



higher level and be improved.  This is what we saw in the story of the Tower of Babel.  Even for 
those who believe in God, man’s way of thinking is that we have to earn God’s favor and His 
blessings.  We tend to avoid God when we sin rather than running to Him for help.  God’s way is 
that He loved us even while we were sinners and did not deserve His mercy.  This is certainly not 
the world’s way of dealing with people.  We have trouble grasping the concept of a gift – the 
concept of grace – and instead think in terms of rewards and what is deserved.  Truly, His ways 
are higher than ours. 
 The mystery of the way the word of God works in the lives of people is compared to the 
water cycle.  The route that water takes from the time it rains until it rains again is varied and 
enables life itself on this planet earth.  Water enters the soil and is used by plants and produces 
crops that feed people and animals.  If the water just evaporated and came back as rain or snow, 
then there would be no life on earth.  In the same way, the word of God goes out and we hear it.  
As the word enters our heart it nurtures our spiritual life and we then live out the effects of that 
word.  If we just heard the word and quoted it back to God (and maybe to others) without it 
producing any effect in our lives, then we would have no nourishment from it and we would 
starve spiritually.   
 
Abiding Glory 
12 “For you will go out with joy And be led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts 
of joy before you, And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 13 “Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will 
come up, And instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, And it will be a memorial to the LORD, For an 
everlasting sign which will not be cut off.”  Isaiah 55:12-13 (NASB95) 
 This imagery is applicable to at least three times.  The first would be to the great joy and 
delight of the freed captives when they would return to their homeland after the 70 years of 
Babylonian captivity.  The second would be symbolic of the happenings in the heart of an 
individual who has been born again.  The third application would be a description of the reversal 
of the effects of sin in the Millennium, including the provision of inner joy and peace and 
changes in the physical creation. After Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, thorns and 
thistles began to choke out the good vegetation and Adam’s work to grow good crops was 
increased (Gen. 3:17-19).  But in the future, even nature will be joyful (Isa. 55:12b). The trees 
personified as clapping with hands (branches moving in the wind) suggests the joy people will 
have because of the changes in nature. Various kinds of trees will grow instead of the thorn bush 
and briers.  Fertility on the earth will be a sign that God is in control.  
 The invitation is extended to all.  There is no excuse for anyone to miss the great 
salvation that God has provided.   


