
 GOD RESTORES 

 

 There are still a few people who can recall the hard times of the early 1930s.  Times were 

hard and people struggled. Most people did not give up.  Why? Because they looked forward to a 

better day.  The better day came and then there was World War II and times were hard and 

people struggled.  Again, people did not give up.  Why? Because they looked forward to a better 

day.  Much of what keeps us going during difficult times is the vision of a better day.  Isaiah saw 

a far better day for the nation of Israel and for all of God’s people.  He saw a time when the 

people of God – those who really trusted in God would inherit and inhabit the Promised Land 

which would be a sanctuary, a place of safety, for them.  This is contrasted with those who put 

their trust in Luck or Fate who would find no hiding place or place of refuge.  Luck (Fortune) 

and Fate were names of Babylonian deities in which some of the Jews trusted and offered 

sacrifices to these.  Today, few actually realize that references and appeals to “Lady Luck” are 

giving credibility to and acknowledging a pagan goddess. 

    In the course of history and in the course of life itself, there are injustices that are 

experienced and many things do not seem to be fair. In the finality of eternity, God assures us 

that justice and fairness will absolutely prevail.  Those who do the will of God, those who serve 

Him, will have something to eat, something to drink, and a reason to rejoice and sing.  They will 

experience life.  On the other hand, those who reject God and choose to do what displeases Him 

will face a curse of hunger, thirst, shame, grief, and destruction.  It is worth noting that this 

message from God through Isaiah is essentially the same message that God gave through Moses 

seven hundred years earlier as the nation was preparing to enter into the land of Canaan (See 

Deuteronomy 28).   

 

A Place of Joy – 65:17-20 
17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be remembered or come to 

mind. 18 “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing And her 

people for gladness. 19 “I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard 

in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 20 “No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few 

days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one 

who does not reach the age of one hundred Will be thought accursed.  Isaiah 65:17–20 (NASB95) 

 The interpretations of the meaning of first part of verse seventeen are wide and varied.  

Some believe that this is a reference to a literal new physical creation that will follow the 

cataclysmic destruction of the earth on which we live.  Others will argue that this is simply an 

idiomatic statement that means something similar to “the dawning of a new day” and would have 

been understood as such by the people during the time of Isaiah.  Others see this as pointing to 

the return of the exiles from Babylon and the euphoria that people would experience in being set 

free and getting to return to their homeland.  Some have related this to the passing away of the 

Old Covenant and the establishment of the New Covenant associated with the first Advent of 

Christ and the birth of the Church.  A significant number of Christians say this is a reference to 

the Millennial reign of Christ and other think this is what it will be like in Heaven.    

 It could also be argued that what Isaiah was seeing was like a number of mountain peaks 

that are many miles away and the various peaks may be miles apart from each other but from a 

distance it would seem that they were part of a single mountain range.  If that idea is accepted, 

then we might be able to conclude that certain parts of what Isaiah said applies to different future 

events.  Sorting out which prophecy parts applies to which events is difficult, at best.  Also, we 

might note that the prophecy could be declaring the “ultimate final ideal” but the actual 



experience is one that is developing and ongoing.   

 There are other complicating factors such as the fact that Isaiah may have been using 

what we (today) might call “poetic license” in which the message may be stated in hyperbole and 

exaggerated terms to emphasize how “really, really great” everything was going to be.  One 

other factor is that euphemisms and colloquial expressions commonly understood in that day lose 

their significance and meaning if we assume that what was written was literal.  For example, in 

today’s political world we find references to “hawks and doves” which are about approaches 

people take in dealing with other nations (and have nothing to do with actual birds).  The hawks 

are aggressive and boisterous which the doves are calmer and more conciliatory.   

   Regardless of which interpretation is intended, the New Creation will be a place where 

evil is not tolerated, it will not be accepted.  Those who rebel against God will not be around to 

participate in the blessedness of what God is preparing.  The old world order – the way we 

operate – will no longer be used.  The new creation and the new way of doing things in that 

world (or age) will be so vastly superior that we will scarcely remember the way things used to 

be.  We will not fondly remember the way it was.  There will be no longing for the “good old 

days” because the better day will have arrived.  

    The word “create” used in this passage implies an ongoing process.  If this is the case, 

then perhaps the scientists are correct in saying that the universe is expanding and in a more 

micro sense things are always changing.  God’s creation is not limited to the physical world, but 

also extends to the spiritual world.    

    The call God gives His people through Isaiah is to be glad now because of what God is 

doing that will provide for our benefit in the future.  Be glad and rejoice is a call for celebration 

and dancing in the streets or even in the church. The new Jerusalem will be a delightful place and 

the residents will be a joy.  We can imagine a city that is just about perfect, with everything in its 

place, nothing run-down, all the streets clean, all the homes are tidy and neat; however, the 

Jerusalem that God will create will be far superior to anything that we can imagine.  We have 

known pleasant people that just make you feel good to be around.  Can you image living in a 

town full of people that are pleasant and full of joy all the time?  I believe that our efforts to have 

nice cities and to make our own residences neat and orderly and to be pleasant to our neighbors 

is a response to a deep desire to be in such a place as Isaiah described here.  

 Some believe that the new Jerusalem is a reference to Heaven and many of us have heard 

songs that reinforce this belief.  However, if we examine what John recorded in the Revelation 

regarding the new Jerusalem, we read that he saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God.  (If it is coming “out of heaven” then it cannot be a reference to 

heaven.)  The description of this “city” is that it was adorned or dressed up like a bride would be 

for her husband.  What is the first thing we would think of in spiritual terms of a bride?  Most 

people would immediately think of the church as being the Bride of Christ.  In fact, if we skip 

ahead just a little bit to verse nine, an angel told John that he would be shown the “bride, the wife 

of the Lamb.”  

    Not only will this place and the people be a pleasure to each other, but God will also be 

pleased with it. There will be no place or reason for sorrow.  Sin brings sorrow and the sorrow is 

not limited to the one who sins.  Inappropriate behavior affects others in the society.  There won't 

be drunk drivers or dope pushers or pimps and prostitutes to destroy lives and families. There 

won't be crooked politicians or dishonest contractors stealing from the people.  There won't be 

homeless people nor kids who run away nor missing persons.  All those things in this life that 

bring sadness and sorrow will be unheard of.  (As we can well appreciate, we are not there, yet.)  



  Infant mortality is a problem in this nation as well as most of the underdeveloped nation 

of today.  Many of the problems are related to women who do not take care of themselves during 

pregnancies and many times this is related to use of alcohol, tobacco, drugs or even being 

infected with venereal disease because of promiscuity.  These things will not be in the new world 

order that God will provide.  Being 100 years old will be common, in fact, those that don't live 

that long will be thought to be under a curse.  

 Albert Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible has the following comments on this passage: 
“The passage before us is highly poetical, and we are not required to understand it literally. There is, so far 

as the language is concerned, no more reason for understanding this literally than there is for so 

understanding the numerous declarations which affirm that the brute creation will undergo a change in their 

very nature, on the introduction of the gospel (Isaiah 11); and all that the language necessarily implies is, 

that there would be changes in the condition of the people of God as great as if the heavens, overcast with 

clouds and subject to storms, should be recreated, so as to become always mild and serene; or as if the 

earth, so barren in many places, should become universally fertile and beautiful. The immediate reference 

here is, doubtless, to the land of Palestine, and to the important changes which would be produced there on 

the return of the exiles; but it cannot be doubted that, under this imagery, there was couched a reference to 

far more important changes and blessings in future times under the Messiah—changes as great as if a 

barren and sterile world should become universally beautiful and fertile.” 
 

A Place of Prosperity – 65:21-23 
21 “They will build houses and inhabit them; They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 “They will not build 

and another inhabit, They will not plant and another eat; For as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My 

people, And My chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands. 23 “They will not labor in vain, Or bear children 

for calamity; For they are the offspring of those blessed by the LORD, And their descendants with them.  Isaiah 

65:21–23 (NASB95) 

 This particular group of verses seems more directed toward the time when the exiles 

would return to their land from Babylonian captivity.   

 In this “new world,” people will still work.  They will build houses, plant crops, and do 

other jobs.  Part of the pleasure in life today is being able to use what we have worked for. That 

will still be a pleasure in the new order of life.  There won't be any of the destructive forces 

around to mess up what we have worked so hard to do. In today's world, many find that what 

they worked hard to accomplish is stolen by someone who steals to support a drug habit or is 

destroyed by vandals who are envious of what others have.  

   People will have children and these children will always be a joy.  They won't be out 

getting into trouble and doing things to harm themselves or others.  Nothing can give parents as 

much real joy as children that are growing up properly and doing well.  

 

A Place of Peace – 65:24-25 
24 “It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. 25 “The 

wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent’s food. 

They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain,” says the LORD.  Isaiah 65:24–25 (NASB95) 

    Before the Fall of man, God would come and walk with Adam and Eve in the cool of 

the day and there would be good fellowship.  Sin interrupted that communion.  With the new 

world, such closeness would be the condition that true worshipers of God would want to have 

restored. God will provide for our every need and even while we are asking, God will hear and 

respond.  We could certainly relate the situation of verse twenty-four to the relationship we in the 

church should be enjoying since God dwells within us through the Holy Spirit.  Though we 

would be speculating about what might happen in the Millennial reign of Christ, such a close 

relationship seems logical and what one could expect.     

 The benefits of restoration will apply to the other parts of creation as well as to man's 



relationship with man.  The predator/prey relationship will no longer exist.  The unimaginable 

will happen.  In the physical realm, wolves and lambs eating together would take a change on the 

part of both animals.  Lions eating straw is completely out of character for a lion.  However, if 

we see this situation through a “spiritual lens” then we can see that (in Christ) people have been 

and are being transformed from their “old nature” to a new nature that removes the enmity they 

had before salvation to a new unity that results from being “in Christ.”    

 The future doesn't look to bright for the serpents, though.  The Hebrew word for dust is 

associated with the grave and death.  This may be saying that the serpents will "bite the dust" or 

be destroyed.  God is going to be victorious and those who associate themselves with Him will 

share in His victory.   

 The holy mountain of God seems to be a reference to Mount Zion where Jerusalem was 

located.  The people of Isaiah’s day would have immediately thought of this physical place upon 

hearing the words of Isaiah’s prophecy.  The promise was that the chosen people of God would 

return and build houses would live peacefully together.  The fulfillment of that promise really 

was not an ongoing reality for those who return from Babylon nor for the generations that 

followed.  Of course, that would have been “ideal” and we could argue that was God’s intent for 

them during the seventy weeks of years leading up to the time of the coming of the Messiah.  As 

Daniel Chapter nine stated they were to “stop sinning, seal up transgressions, blot out the 

iniquities, make atonement for iniquities, bring in everlasting righteousness, seal the vision and 

the prophet, and to anoint the Most Holy.”   

 Perhaps we could argue that we can see a fulfillment of this in the “true church” of those 

who are led by the Spirit of God and are Christlike in their behavior.  We can certainly 

appreciate that God intended that born-again believers would “do no evil or harm” in His 

kingdom on earth.  We can also realize that the actual accomplishment of this ideal would have 

to be described as a “work in progress” among those who claim the name of Christ.   

 Some look forward to this ideal situation in the Millennial reign of Christ and certainly 

this will be the reality when we all get to Heaven.  In the meantime, we know the intent of the 

Father for His children and as we continue here and now and are being transformed into the 

image of Christ, then we will see more and more of this promise available to us.     


