
WORKING TOGETHER FOR GOD 
JUDGES CHAPTER 4

Throughout the history of mankind we see evidence that when people work together they
can accomplish more than just a group of individuals doing their own thing.  The idea of the tribe,
the city, the state or even the nation is an outgrowth of that realization.  We teach our children the
importance of teamwork in organized sports with the hope that they will be able to bring that
which they have learned to the job and to the community.  Working together is never more
important than when we consider the work of the Kingdom of God.  The Church must be a place
of teamwork with all the member participating if we are going to be successful in the job that God
has called us to do. 

In the early days of the nation of Israel we see that although these people were a loose
confederation of tribes they could work together to get the job done.  It takes strong leadership to
bring a group together and have them work with commonalty of purpose.  In the time following
the death of Joshua, the nation of Israel went through a number of cycles of  sin,  judgment, 
repentance, and  deliverance .  During these cycles, there was usually no team work (and no
strong leadership) in practice as the people would drift into sin.  The sin would manifest itself in
the people worshiping the gods of the heathen people that were in their society.  As they came
under the influence of the gods of the Canaanites and other nations they also found
themselves under the influence of these people.  The abuse that they suffered under this godless
domination was  judgment . The consequences of sin is the judgment of God.  People want to
argue about whether AIDS is God's judgment for homosexuality.  In a sense, yes it is.  Even
though there are those affected by the virus that are innocent, it is no less judgment.  I would
guess that there were Israelites that were true to God who were affected by the influence of the
Canaanites, the Moabites, etc.  The greatest tragedy of sin is that the innocent suffer with the
guilty. This is why we  must  have laws limiting what people can do regardless of the arguments
put forth that "What I do to my own body is my business!" If you could limit the influence of your
sin to yourself and it not affect others, then I would think that you might have a valid argument.
However, if you drink yourself into oblivion and then get into your car and kill someone, then you
have failed to limit the influence of your sin.  If you ruin your health and lose your job, then
perhaps I should not be concerned; however, the cost of your health care is a drain on society and
prevents us from making progress as we try to remedy their mistakes.  

As the people realized their plight and would grow weary of the oppression they would
call out to God in repentance.  God would then raise up a leader who would bring the people
together and their deliverance would take place as God would help them in obtaining a great
victory.  Everything would be just great for about a generation or so and then the people would
forget and drift back into sin and the cycle would start over. 

The first judge was Othniel and he was followed by Ehud and then by Shamgar.  Little is
known of Shamgar and it may be that his influence was over a short time span. 

After Ehud died, the Israelites once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD.  So the LORD sold them into
the hands of Jabin, a king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who
lived in Harosheth Haggoyim.  Because he had nine hundred iron chariots and had cruelly oppressed the
Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the LORD for help.  (Judges 4:1-3) 
Except for the Canaanites, Israel's enemies came from outside the territory she occupied. 

Nations like Aram, Haharaim, Moab, Midian, and Ammon were mainly interested in plunder, but



the Canaanites uprising was an attempt to restore Canaanite power in the north.  The Philistines
engaged in continual struggle with Israel for permanent control of the land in the southern and
central regions. 

Jabin, one of the Canaanite kings, recognized the need for working together.  He brought
several of the Canaanite city-states together and they pooled their resources.  They engaged a
military leader to put all their forces together. They were successful in that they were able to
oppress the nation of Israel for twenty years.  By bringing their resources together they were able
to have a formidable force of 900 iron chariots that helped them establish dominance. 

The name of the city Harosheth Haggoyim was referred to by the Hebrews as the “smithy
of the nations.”  There was a large concentration of blacksmiths who work with iron and made
tools and, obviously, chariots.  

The key factor in their success; however, was the fact that God allowed them to have
success against Israel in judgment for Israel's abandoning Him.  It is hard for us to realize or admit
that God really does chastise us with problems that we encounter.  This does not mean that He
doesn't love us; it, in fact, proves His love in that He cares enough to do something to bring us
back to where we should be. 

Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.  She held court under the
Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came to her
to have their disputes decided.  (Judges 4:4-5)
Deborah came on the scene near the end of the 20 years of oppression from Jabin and the

Canaanites. Since she was a woman, her rise to a position of leadership did not arouse any
suspicion or opposition from Jabin.  As a prophetess, she filled the role of a spokesperson for God
to the people.  She admonished them repent and to live righteous lives. She also pronounced
judgements in disputes.  

God had prepared a leader through whom He would bring deliverance.  He was waiting
for the nation to realize that they needed help and when they called out to Him, He was ready to
help. 

Some scholar have pointed out that the word translated “wife” can also be translated
“woman.”  They are also not sure if Lappidoth is the name of a person or a place.  It could be that
she was not married and was simply a woman from Lappidoth.  The Palm of Deborah may have
been named for another Deborah who was buried in that area.  The first Deborah mentioned was
the nurse of Rebekah the wife of Isaac. 

6  She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, "The LORD, the God of
Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to
Mount Tabor. I will lure Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the
Kishon River and give him into your hands.’" Barak said to her, "If you go with me, I will go; but if you
don’t go with me, I won’t go." "Very well," Deborah said, "I will go with you. But because of the way you
are going about this, the honor will not be yours, for the LORD will hand Sisera over to a woman." So
Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh, where he summoned Zebulun and Naphtali. Ten thousand men
followed him, and Deborah also went with him. (Judges 4:6-10)

In the KJV Deborah asked Barak “Hath not God commanded you to take ten thousand
men?”  Unless this is idiomatic, then perhaps God had been dealing with Barak before Deborah
sent for him.  It helps for a spiritual leader to confirm to you what you believe God has called you
to do.  In her role as prophetess, Deborah was speaking a word from God to Barak.  By speaking
the words of God, she was “forth telling.”  



Notice that he was to draw his army from two tribes that were most influenced by the
Canaanites.  The Canaanites operated mainly in the north and these two tribes lived in the
northern most regions.  (Eventually, other tribes joined in at the time of battle.)  God had a plan
for the defeat of Jabin's army.  It was going to be God’s victory.  He was going to use the
enemy’s strength against them. 

Notice the next thing that Deborah told him:   (Verse 7)  It was a prediction of the way
the battle was going to be fought and won.  In this proclamation, Deborah was “foretelling” a
future event.  This is another role of the prophet or prophetess.   

Put yourself in Barak’s place: A well respected person gives you a message that could
significantly change your life or even get you killed.  What are going to do?  Barak was probably
unsure of himself and was likely unsure of Deborah’s prophetic accuracy.  

Let’s assume that he was unsure of himself: He set a condition for Deborah to come with
him into the battle.  There is a sense of security that people have when they are in the presence of
someone who is Godly.  If this were the case, then Barak recognized Deborah as being someone
close to God and wanted the security of her presence.  

If we assume that Barak was unsure of Deborah, then making the request that he did
would have been somewhat of a security check that Barak was using on Deborah – in other
words, did she believe her own prophecies? 

Deborah really did not have a lot choice in the matter.  If she did not go with Barak, then
she would be admitting that she did not have confidence in God to accomplish what He had told
her.  The application-to-life question for us is, “Do we walk what we talk?”  

But notice this: Even though Barak was obedient, there was a price to pay for having
doubts.  The honor of the victory would not be his but would go to someone else.  So many
times we hear teaching that says “it is OK to doubt.”  It may be OK but it is NOT what pleases
God and there are costs.  

Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, the descendants of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, and
pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh.  When they told Sisera that Barak son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor,  Sisera gathered together his nine hundred iron chariots and all
the men with him, from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River.  (Judges 4:11-13)
Verse 11 regarding Heber the Kenite is setting the stage for what is going to happen later

on in the narrative.  Heber and his family apparently lived alone rather than with his kinsmen the
other Kenites.  This isolation would prove to be important for events that are yet to unfold.  

Scholars are not sure who “they” are in verse 12.  It could have been the other Kenites or
it may have been Canaanites who were in the area.  The important point is that word got to Sisera
that an uprising was developing near Mount Tabor.  This was the bait or the lure in the trap that
God was setting for the forces of Jabin and the army that had the 900 iron chariots.  

Then Deborah said to Barak, "Go! This is the day the LORD has given Sisera into your hands. Has not the
LORD gone ahead of you?" So Barak went down Mount Tabor, followed by ten thousand men.  At
Barak’s advance, the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera
abandoned his chariot and fled on foot.  But Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth
Haggoyim. All the troops of Sisera fell by the sword; not a man was left.  (Judges 4:14-15)
 Barak and his men were in the mountains which would appear to be a position of

advantage if one were fighting an enemy with iron chariots.  By God's instruction, the forces of
Israel left the mountain and went down into the plane and engaged the Canaanites at the Kishon
River.  According to the writings of Josephus, God sent a flood that caused the iron chariots to



bog down and become useless.  God was in control of the elements of nature and He sent rain at
the right time.  If that is the case, then God used the supposed advantage of the enemy to
accomplish their defeat.  Deborah had to be in touch with God to know the right time to engaged
the enemy in battle.  When people put their confidence in anything other than God (as the
Canaanites did) they will find that what they are counting on will fail them at some time and in
some circumstance.  The only sure way is to trust God. This is what the Israelites did in this
instance.  If they had continued to trust God and be obedient then they would have avoided  the
problems they encountered by drifting away from God . 

We see here a great partnership of team work that involved a spiritual leader (Deborah), a
leader of men (Barak), and God.  Just think what our nation could accomplish if our government
and our churches worked closely together with God to tackle the problems that we face in our
nation today!

Sisera, however, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there were friendly
relations between Jabin king of Hazor and the clan of Heber the Kenite.  Jael went out to meet Sisera and
said to him, "Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid." So he entered her tent, and she put a
covering over him.  "I’m thirsty," he said. "Please give me some water." She opened a skin of milk, gave
him a drink, and covered him up.  "Stand in the doorway of the tent," he told her. "If someone comes by
and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say ‘No.’"  But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and
went quietly to him while he lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the
ground, and he died.  Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael went out to meet him. "Come," she
said, "I will show you the man you’re looking for." So he went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the
tent peg through his temple—dead.  On that day God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite king, before the
Israelites.  And the hand of the Israelites grew stronger and stronger against Jabin, the Canaanite king,
until they destroyed him.  Judges 4:17-24)
When the chariots bog down, then we are back to walking.  When all our gadgets and

things on which we rely fail us (and they eventually will) then we are reduced to relying on who
we are – we are back to the basics.  If we are “only human” then we are in a lot of trouble.  On
the other hand, if we have been born of the Spirit of God and have His indwelling presence then
we rely on God from the start and He is sufficient. 

Some have thought that the good relationship between Jabin and the clan of Heber was a
business relationship (they were the people who kept the chariots in good working condition).
The problem with those who are motivated by their own greed and financial gain is that they make
very poor allies when things are not going well for us.  Sisera thought that his business friend
would remember all the good business he had sent his way and would be eager to help him. 
However, the wife of his business friend was about to give him “the business.”  Whether she
carried out this treachery because she saw the impending victory of the Israelites or if she were
loyal to Israel is not known.  She offered hospitality but had something else in mind.  

The combination of being tired and consuming milk made Sisera sleep soundly and this
was his undoing.  Too much sleep and not being alert can bring defeat to anyone.  Jael killed
Sisera and then led Barak to the body and thus was fulfilled the prophecy of Deborah regarding
the honor of the victory going to a woman rather than to Barak. 

After his general had been killed the Canaanite king was easily defeated and the nation of
Israel then prospered again.


