
SONG OF TRIUMPH

Did you ever notice that the history of mankind is usually told around the wars that we have
fought with each other.  In some ways that is a rather sad commentary on humanity.  In another
sense, it may speak of some more noble characteristics of humans; namely, that people will fight to
oppose what is wrong.  Many times the wars that have been fought have been as a result of good
people standing in opposition to evil.  At other times the reasons have been less noble in that wars
were waged for economic considerations.  The history of the nation of Israel is punctuated with
skirmishes and wars.  During their early history, known as the time of the Judges, there was a
repeated pattern of pagan practices by the people of Israel.  This was followed by God sending
oppressors to punish the people. Next the people repented and prayed for deliverance and then God
would raise up a judge as a deliverer.  Peace and prosperity would predominated until the people fell
away from God and the pattern would repeat.  

Around 1200 BC the Canaanites that lived in the area of Israel were making life miserable for
the people of Israel.  Joshua had fought the Canaanites and captured much of their land.  Now these
people were trying to regain what had been lost.  Their king was referred to as Jabin and the leader
of their army was a man named Sisera.  They were trying to establish control of the Valley of Jezreel
because it would give them military and economic advantage.  Trade routes passed through that area
and those that controlled it could wield considerable influence.  

Israel was in one of its cycles in that they had drifted away from God and they had been
oppressed for some 20 years by the Canaanites with their iron chariots.  Things finally got so bad that
the Israelites came to their senses and cried out to God for help.  God then raised up a judge.  This
time it was Deborah.  Judges not only were to give counsel but they were to lead the people in battle.

Deborah asked a man named Barak to lead the army of Israel into battle against the
Canaanites that were led by Sisera.  Barak was somewhat hesitant to accept the job unless Deborah
stood with him.  She agreed to do that and told him to assemble and bring the Israelite army to Mount
Tabor.  The main advantage of the Canaanite army was that it had the iron chariots.  As long as the
Israelites stayed in the mountains, they were pretty safe and the Canaanites under Sisera were
determined to fight the battle on their own terms.  They assembled for battle in the dry river bed of
the Kishon River.  Since this was not the rainy season the river bed would give the chariots room to
maneuver and Sisera figured that he could easily win any attack from the poorly armed Israelites.  

With both the armies assembled, the Israelites on Mount Tabor and the Canaanites in the
valley, Deborah commanded Barak to attack.  She assured him that God would guarantee victory.
What they were doing seemed suicidal in that foot soldiers would not have a chance against the iron
chariots of the enemy.  This would have been the case had not God intervened for Israel.  In the dry
season God sent a rain storm and the dry river bed became a muddy bog under the influence of the
rushing water.  The iron chariots were useless and Israel's foot soldiers easily defeated the Canaanites.

The Canaanite oppression of the Hebrews had been broken and the people were rejoicing in
the victory.  Part of that rejoicing was in singing and one of the songs told about the victory that had
been won and offered praise to God who had gotten the victory for them.  

JUDGES 5:1  Deborah and Barak were the leaders of the people and they showed that
leadership in giving praise to God.  The attitude of a group or nation is set by its leaders.  We need
to see our local and national leaders attending church and praying and worshiping God.  We don't
need the bad examples that some in our government set.  

The song they sang was immediately after the victory when their emotions were high and their



thanks and praise was a natural and spontaneous response to what they felt.
JUDGES 5:2-3  The credit for the victory over the Canaanites  evidently belonged to God.

I believe that the credit for all our victories belongs to God, although not all situations are as obvious
as this one.  The oppression by the Canaanites was such that the people of Israel were bitter and they
saw that the defeat was vengeance for the suffering they had endured.  The faith of the people was
not overlooked in this song.  The people willingly offered themselves probably refers to the fact that
so many responded to the call that went out in spite of the overwhelming odds against them. 

There is a warning in the song to the leaders of other factions and nations that put their trust
in their military might (iron chariots) or in pagan gods that Israel relied on the true God of Heaven.

JUDGES 5:4-5  This song of praise to God also remembered the victories of past times when
God aided Israel.  God had helped Israel as they moved into the Promised Land.  This latest victory
reminded Deborah of the stories she had heard.  The coming of the storm and the rain is seen in the
reference to the heavens dropping water.  The earth (mountains) melting may be in reference to the
hard ground turning into mud that trapped the iron chariots.

JUDGES 5:6-8  This part of the song refers to conditions in the land of Israel that led up to
the battle.  The Canaanites controlled the highways so that the people of Israel had to use the back
trails because of the danger of being attacked.  People could not live in the villages but had to move
to walled cities for protection.  Of course, the reason for this sorry set of circumstances was that the
people of Israel had abandoned their loyalty to God and had worshipped pagan gods.  In relationship
to their enemies, the Israelites were virtually unarmed.  This is a lesson that we as Christians need to
learn.  When we go away from God, we leave all our defenses behind.  Without God we are subject
to attach by the enemy in the highways and byways of life.  The world system would have the church
withdraw behind its cloistered wall and not have any influence out- side of the church building. God
forbid that we settle for that.

JUDGES 5:9-11  The song of Deborah and Barak call upon various groups within Israel to
praise God.  The first group are the leaders of the people.  These had set a good example by
volunteering to fight in the battle.  The rich and powerful (those that ride white donkeys), those that
were the local magistrates, and the common man, all these were encouraged to praise God.  They
encouraged people to sing praise to God as they went about their daily tasks of drawing water and
to tell of the righteous acts of the Lord.  

We who have been saved regardless of our station in life should do no less than to praise God
in everything we do.


