
RISK 
Judges 6:11-16; 7:9-11, 13-15 

 
 Being exposed to dangers that can result in loss or injury is part of life in the world in 
which we live.  Can you imagine an existence in which there were no risks?  Would that be 
heaven?  A lot of our behavior is determined by the amount of tolerance we have for risk and the 
things we do to get a proper balance of risk and reward.  Those who make good choices are 
deemed to be wise or (in some cases) lucky and those who make poor choices are said to be 
foolish or unlucky.  Since it is generally true that there is no free lunch, we have generally 
accepted the concept that without risk, there is no reward.   
 The concept of utopia is that an idealized world can be developed where the risks are 
minimized and the rewards are maximized.  While we can never achieve “heaven on earth” we 
can certainly recognize that there are situations where the risks are higher and the rewards are 
fewer as compared to what we typically encounter in our community.  We read or hear about 
certain areas of some large cities where there are multiple murders every week and the 
unemployment rate is unbelievably high.  We see entire countries in South America or Africa 
where people are abused and killed and the living conditions are deplorable.  These situations are 
typically a result of lawlessness caused by those who are driven by selfish interest and belief in 
wrong philosophies.  
 The laws and commandments that God gave to the nation of Israel were ways to 
minimize risks and maximize rewards.  When they strayed away from these principles, then they 
suffered from injury and loss at the hands of their enemies.  When they found themselves in 
these riskier situations, then they would do things that would allow them to cope with the risk 
rather than make a drastic change that would get them back on the right road to success.  There 
are many situations in which we may find ourselves in which we get into situations that are not 
good and instead of fixing the problems that got us to where we are, we try to apply a band-aid 
or take an aspirin so that we can cope with the problems.  Such measures can minimize the short 
term risk in the framework of a high risk environment but do little to eliminate the problems that 
cause the bad environment.   
 In the historical accounts of what happened in Israel during the time of the Judges, we see 
that the nation was in dire straits because of the oppression of the Midianites.  The account of 
Gideon is a good example of a person who was attempting to minimize the short term risk but 
was ignoring the bigger picture of what was happening to the nation.  So often we fail to realize 
that short range decisions have a greater and opposite impact on the long range results.  A good 
example of this truth is found in the government extending unemployment benefits to those who 
are out of work.  Those who receive such payments are less motivated to find a job than if they 
were not getting the extension.  Another example is in the saying that “if you give a man a fish, 
then he can eat for a day, but, if you teach a man to fish, then he can eat for a lifetime.”  The key 
is to change our focus.   
 
Shift Your Focus – 6:11-16 
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite 
as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the 
LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.” 13 Then Gideon said to him, “O 
my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our 
fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 The LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel 
from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” 15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my 



family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house.” 16 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I 
will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”  Judges 6:11-16 (NASB95) 
 Gideon lived at his parents’ home when an angel of the Lord stopped by for a visit. That 
probably has never happened to you – although you can't be too sure, because the Bible tells us 
that some have entertained angels and not been aware of it.  The word “angel” simply means 
messenger.  Apparently, Gideon did not recognize the angel as being special – probably because 
he didn't have wings or a halo – I would imagine that he appeared to be 1ike a typical person that 
Gideon would have encountered.  Gideon was a fellow who was filled with fear.  He was afraid 
that the Midianites would find out that he had some wheat and would come steal it.   
 To minimize the short term risk, he was hiding behind the wine press (or maybe down in 
it) to prepare the wheat.  When Gideon looked up, he saw the angel and the angel spoke to him a 
really strange message.  The angel called Gideon a “mighty man of valor” and Gideon was 
probably saying “sshhh! they might hear you!”  The message the angel brought is very 
significant and was information that Gideon did not have.  He did not know that God was with 
him.  He certainly did not behave as if God were with him.  That indictment could be leveled 
against most Christians today.  God is with us – even in us – and we behave as if He were a 
million miles away.  Without that realization, we then have a right, as did Gideon, to be less than 
courageous and somewhat fearful.  
 Gideon's problem is that he had his eyes on the problem and not the solution.  It is an 
understandable human tendency to believe “what we see” rather than what the word of God says 
when there is a conflict in the two.  Gideon was, in effect, saying, “I really have trouble believing 
that the Lord is with me.”  From all the evidence that Gideon could see, it appeared that the Lord 
had abandoned all of Israel.  Gideon is typical of most people – we think that the world revolves 
around us.  In his mind, it was God Who had left Israel and he had never considered that it was 
Israel which moved.  God never changes, He is the same, yesterday, today and forever.  
 Notice that the Lord did not get into a theological discussion (argument) with Gideon.  
He just ignored the attempt to debate the issue and gave Gideon a command to go and to save 
Israel. Gideon was not really listening because he failed to realize that God was promising 
special power to do the job.  When the Lord told him to “go in this your strength” He was 
referring to the fact that because the Lord was with Gideon that he would, in fact, be a mighty 
man of valor. Notice, also, that Gideon was not ready to obey, he was not a very courageous 
person.  He did not see himself as a mighty man of valor. He saw himself as the least important 
son in a poor family of a somewhat insignificant tribe.  Again, the Lord was not interested in 
excuses about inability, He was going to supply the ability.  Gideon needed to supply the 
willingness.  The greatest assurance that we can have is to know that God is with us and that He 
is for us.  As Paul said, “If God be for us, who can be against us?”   
 The call of Gideon and his reluctant response bears a great similarity to God’s call of 
Moses before Israel was delivered from bondage in Egypt.  Gideon had the same type excuses 
that Moses used and these are similar to what we come up with when we sense that God is 
urging us to something for Him.  Just as Moses was given some demonstrable evidence (the rod 
that became a snake) that his call was not just something out of his imagination, Gideon was 
given convincing evidence.  In the verses that follow God’s promise to him that he would defeat 
Midian we see that evidence in the following account that is reminiscent of Elijah’s victory over 
the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel that would happen centuries later.      
 Gideon was coming around in his acceptance and he offered to go prepare an offering to 
God.  He was gone for quite a while and he came back with a young goat, some unleaven bread 
and broth.  The angel instructed him to lay the meat and the bread on a rock and pour the broth 



over it.  He then touched it with his staff and fire came up out of the rock and burned it up.  The 
angel then disappeared.  Now Gideon was really convinced that this was not an ordinary person.  
Later on that night the Lord brought Gideon a mission to carry out.  
 In our studies of the how God deals with people who have significant roles in the 
implementation of His plan of salvation, we find some with natural leadership ability such as 
Joshua, Caleb, Otheneil, and Deborah.  We also find some who need a lot of encouragement to 
step forward and let God use them to provide leadership.  People such as Moses and Gideon in 
the Old Testament and Timothy in the New Testament are familiar examples of those who 
needed to have encouragement to let themselves be used of God for His purposes.   
 This incident occurred about the time of harvest.  Just as had happened in previous years, 
the Midianites and others came to help themselves to the crops that the Israelites had worked to 
produce.  This is a classic example of redistribution of wealth by stealing from those who have 
earned something and giving it to those who are in power.  This time it would be different.  The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he called the men of several of the tribes of Israel 
together to oppose the Midianites.  They responded with a force of 32,000 fighting men.  It was 
at this point that Gideon asked for confirmation with the fleece.   
 My guess is that after this Gideon had a lot of confidence that he could do what the Lord 
had called him to do.  You might think that was a good thing; however, the Lord had a different 
idea.  You’re familiar with the story of how God told Gideon that he had so many soldiers that 
they would think that the victory they were about to experience was because of their own 
strength.  The fighting force was then reduced to a mere 300 men who would be armed with 
trumpets, clay jars and torches.  Now, at this point,  Gideon was likely in need of some additional 
encouragement.   
 
Accept God’s Prescription for Encouragement – 7:9-12 
9 Now the same night it came about that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it 
into your hands. 10 “But if you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant down to the camp, 11 and you will 
hear what they say; and afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down against the camp.” So he 
went with Purah his servant down to the outposts of the army that was in the camp. 12 Now the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and all the sons of the east were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were 
without number, as numerous as the sand on the seashore.  Judges 7:9-12 (NASB95) 
 It was not difficult to recognize the fact that Gideon needed a lot of encouragement to do 
what God had called him to do.  We can start with the way he was processing the grain he had 
(hiding behind or in the winepress), the fact that he pulled down the altar of Baal and cut down 
the Asthoreth grove beside it at night, and the need he had for a sign from God in the form of a 
fleece that he put out on two occasions.   
 As he and the 300 men waited for further instructions from the Lord, the needed 
encouragement came in the form of a spy mission into the camp of the enemy.  Just as God 
provided Aaron to assist Moses, God encouraged Gideon to take one of his servants with him on 
the spy mission.  Having his servant go with him would provide a second witness to what would 
be heard and this would give validity to whatever message Gideon would eventually share with 
the 300 men whom God would use in the defeat of this enemy.   
 The mission was not to check out the strength of the enemy since it was obvious that they 
had plenty of men and camels.  The mission was to check out what they were saying among 
themselves.  You may recall that when the two spies checked out Jericho one of the significant 
things they noted was what the people were saying.  Rahab related to them that the people had 
heard what had happened to others and that their heart had melted with fear.  What we say is a 



good indication of what is happening inside of us or what we might call our mental disposition.  
The people of Jericho had already decided that they were defeated and knowledge of this gave 
the forces of Joshua added confidence.   
 
Acknowledge God’s Grace – 7:13-15 
13 When Gideon came, behold, a man was relating a dream to his friend. And he said, “Behold, I had a dream; a loaf 
of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of Midian, and it came to the tent and struck it so that it fell, and turned 
it upside down so that the tent lay flat.” 14 His friend replied, “This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon the son 
of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given Midian and all the camp into his hand.” 15 When Gideon heard the account 
of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship. He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the 
LORD has given the camp of Midian into your hands.”  Judges 7:13-15 (NASB95) 
 We often speak about the Lord going before us to prepare the way.  This account 
provides a good example of such preparation.  The actions of the Lord were to influence the 
dream of at least one of the Midianites.  Some commentators suggest that many of them had this 
same nightmare.  It was apparently so upsetting to the dreamer that he awakened the person who 
was sleeping in the same tent to share the dream.  The people of that area put a lot of significance 
in dreams and visions, especially if the dream was weird such as a barley loaf knocking down a 
tent.  Apparently, the Lord not only influenced the dream, but He also influenced the 
interpretation of the dream.   
 There are many things that are happening around us in this topsy-turvy world in which 
we live.  We learn of things that have happened and we interpret the significance of the 
revelations we receive.  It is amazing how different the interpretations are from various people of 
different backgrounds.  Many times most of the interpretations we have are wrong because we 
don’t have the correct frame of reference to really discover the truth.  Do you think it is possible 
for God to influence one group of people to come up with a wrong interpretation and to influence 
another group to have a correct interpretation?  I believe this happens all the time.  This is why 
we have such divergent opinions regarding how to solve the problems our nation are facing.  The 
sad thing about what is going on now is that many times both sides of an issue have erroneous 
interpretations and very few people are advocating the truth of what it take to really solve the 
problems that are oppressing us as a nation and as individuals.   
 What did Gideon and his servant learn by listening?  They were shown that the feared 
Midianites were in fact in a state of near panic. They had been unsettled with nightmares that 
God had sent which had convinced them that their cause was lost.  This information encouraged 
Gideon and gave him some confidence to move on with the battle plan that the Lord would 
reveal to him.  It was clear that there would be no real fight; God had already given the enemy 
into Gideon’s hand. 
 Gideon’s response was exactly what it should have been upon learning what the Lord had 
revealed to him.  He did not do a victory dance or run around with excitement, he simply bowed 
in worship of the God Who is in control of all that happens.  If we can come to a realization that 
God really is in control, then we will know that the way to minimize our risk is to be aligned 
with what God is doing and to go where He leads and do the work to which He has called us.   


