
 TIMID WARRIOR 
Judges 6:11-16, 25-32 

 
 Have you ever noticed that some people are naturally bold while others tend to be more 
cautious or even fearful of tackling new problems?  I think that children tend to be on the bold 
side until we adults provide them with inhibitions in the form of rules.  Many of the rules are 
necessary and make up what we consider to be proper "manners.”  We tell them, "Don't slam the 
door!" or "Don't interrupt others while they are talking!" or "Wait your turn!" Most of the time 
we also give them inhibitions that they don't need such as "You can't draw." Or "Color within the 
lines." Or "This is the only acceptable way to do this." Or "Don't play with your food." Or "That 
won't work. We’ve tried that before."  Consequently, many people grow up with insecurities and 
fearfulness in their lives.  Poor people tell their kids, "There's no way you can go to college, we 
just don't have the money."  Shy people tell their children, "You don't want to go to that party, 
someone will make fun of you."  We can grow up hearing that "we are not important,” that "our 
opinion doesn't really matter" and many times we believe that it is true.  The consequences are 
that the next generation is doomed to live with the problems of the past generation. Sometimes 
people can experience failures and setbacks in their lives and lose whatever confidence they had. 
  People who live in countries that have been conquered in war or that have undergone 
significant economic depression can suffer from a lack of courage.  In our study of the nation of 
Israel we find such a situation.  Because the people had repeatedly drifted away from God and 
had suffered the consequence of the judgment of God they tended to be people of little courage.  
The neighboring nations would come into their territory and raid and pillage and they felt 
powerless to do anything about it.  Such was the case in the time of Gideon.  The enemy of Israel 
at this time was the Midianites.  These lived outside of the territory of Israel; however, they 
would send their armies of bandits to steal and loot.  They would arrive at harvest time and steal 
their crops. 
 
Unsure and Untested – 6:11-16 
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite 
as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the 
LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.” 13 Then Gideon said to him, “O 
my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our 
fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 The LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel 
from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” 15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my 
family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house.” 16 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I 
will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”  Judges 6:11-16 (NASB95) 
 Gideon lived at his parents’ home when an angel of the Lord stopped by for a visit. That 
probably has never happened to us – although you can't be too sure, because the Bible tells us 
that some have entertained angels and not been aware of it.  The word "angel" simply means 
messenger.  Apparently, Gideon did not recognize the angel as being special – probably didn't 
have wings or a halo – I would imagine that he appeared to be like a typical person that Gideon 
would have encountered.  Gideon was a fellow who was filled with fear.  He was afraid that the 
Midianites would find out that he had some wheat and would come steal it.  So he was hiding 
behind the wine press (or maybe down in it) to prepare the wheat. When Gideon looked up, he 
saw the angel and the angel spoke to him a strange message.  Here's the angel calling Gideon a 
"mighty man of valor" and Gideon was probably saying "sshhh! they might hear you!"  
 The message that the angel brought is very significant and was information that Gideon 



did not have.  He did not know that God was with him.  He certainly did not behave as if God 
were with him.  That indictment could be leveled against most Christians today.  God is with us 
– even in us – and we behave as if He were a million miles away.  Without that realization we 
then have a right, as did Gideon, to be less than courageous and somewhat fearful.  
 In verse thirteen we see that Gideon's problem is that he had his eyes on the problem and 
not on the solution.  It is an understandable human tendency to believe “what we see” rather than 
“what the word of God says” when there is a conflict in the two.  Gideon was, in effect, saying, 
"I really have trouble believing that the Lord is with me."  From all the evidence that Gideon 
could see, it appeared that the Lord had abandoned all of Israel.  Gideon is typical of people – we 
think that the world revolves around us.  In his mind, it was God that had left Israel and he had 
never considered that it was Israel that had moved.  God never changes, He is the same, 
yesterday, today and forever.  
 As recorded in the next three verses (14-16) we notice that the Lord did not get into a 
theological discussion (argument) with Gideon.  He just ignored the attempt to debate the issue 
and gave Gideon a command to go and to save Israel.  Gideon was not really listening because 
he failed to realize that God was promising special power to do the job.  When the Lord told him 
to "go in this thy might" He was referring to the fact that because the Lord was with Gideon that 
he would, in fact, be a “mighty man of valor.”  
 Notice, also, that Gideon was not ready to obey, he was not a very courageous person.  
He did not see himself as a mighty man of valor.  He saw himself as the least important son in a 
poor family of a somewhat insignificant tribe.  Again, the Lord was not interested in excuses 
about inability, He was going to supply the ability.  Gideon needed to supply the willingness.  
The greatest assurance that we can have is to know that God is with us and that He is for us.  As 
Paul asked in Romans chapter eight, "If God be for us, who can be against us?"  
 From information in the broader account we see that Gideon was coming around in his 
acceptance and he offered to go prepare an offering to God.  He was gone for quite a while and 
he came back with a young goat, some unleaven bread and broth.  The angel instructed him to 
lay the meat and the bread on a rock and pour the broth over it.  He then touched it with his staff 
and fire came up out of the rock and burned it up.  The angel then disappeared.  Now Gideon was 
really convinced that this was not an ordinary person.  Later on that night the Lord brought 
Gideon a mission to carry out.  
 
A First Step – 6:25-27 
25 Now on the same night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull and a second bull seven years old, and pull 
down the altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it; 26 and build an altar 
to the LORD your God on the top of this stronghold in an orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer a burnt 
offering with the wood of the Asherah which you shall cut down.” 27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and 
did as the LORD had spoken to him; and because he was too afraid of his father’s household and the men of the city 
to do it by day, he did it by night.  Judges 6:25-27 (NASB95) 
 Notice that God did not give the first assignment to go attack the Midianites. The root 
cause of the problem was Israel's turning away from God and worshiping Baal. Therefore, God 
started with the root cause – the idols that the people worshiped.  Apparently, this altar to Baal 
and the Asherah pole were in a public place and people of the town came there to worship and 
present offerings to this false god and goddess.   
 Before God instructed Gideon to destroy these pagan religious symbols, Gideon had built 
an altar to Jehovah where he lived following the visit by the Angel of the Lord.  The altar was 
built in recognition of the fact that he had experience the very presence of this God of Israel that 



he had only hear about up until this time.  What did Gideon learn from the experience?  Based on 
the name he gave to the altar he built “The Lord Is Peace,” we could argue that he learned that 
the peace of God is the best preparation for doing battle with the enemies of God.  Perhaps a 
lesson for us is that before we go out and try to solve the problems in the world, or our country, 
or state, or town we need to get our own lives straightened out and lined up in agreement with 
what God has prescribed.   
 The first step in finding a solution to the Midianite problem was to pull down the altars 
and symbols of things that competed with the devotion (worship) of the Lord.  This is such an 
important fundamental truth that we see it as the first of the Ten Commandments.  Apparently, 
some misinterpret the commandment to “have no other gods before Me” to mean that Jehovah 
must be the “top priority” among the many things that would desire our devotion.  The meaning 
is simply that He is to be the ONLY object of our devotion and worship.  Where are our idols 
today?  Most of them are in our minds. That is why the New Testament tells us to "cast down 
every thought and imagination that exalts itself against God."  
 It was not enough to just destroy the pagan altars and the symbols that represented the 
worship of false gods.  Gideon was instructed to replace the false religious altar with a properly 
constructed (following what God had prescribed) altar to the One True God.  Just cleaning up the 
false and the impure things in our lives without replacing them with truth and righteousness will 
result in what Jesus warned about regarding casting out evil spirits without having the Holy 
Spirit come into the life of that person.  Neglecting to replace the perverse with what is pure is to 
eventually wind up in bigger problems than before.   
 Not only did the Lord have Gideon build a proper altar, He instructed him to offer up a 
sacrifice on that altar.  A life lesson for us would be that we can fill our lives with religious 
things such as nice churches, commentaries, Bibles, study courses, and religious retreats and 
never make the connection that all those things and activities are not the essence of true worship.  
These things can certainly be helpful in bringing us to the point of offering ourselves as a living 
sacrifice to God through Jesus Christ.   
 What Gideon did was fairly bold even though he did it under the cover of darkness.  Just 
as Joshua and the army of Israel travel from Gilgal to Gibeon under the cover of darkness in 
order to carry out a surprise attack on the enemies of God, we sometimes need to work behind 
the scenes to accomplish what God has instructed us to do and avoid the interference and 
resistance of the enemies of God.   
 
A Father’s Defense – 6:28-32 
28 When the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was torn down, and the Asherah 
which was beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar which had been built. 29 They said to 
one another, “Who did this thing?” And when they searched about and inquired, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash 
did this thing.” 30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has torn down 
the altar of Baal, and indeed, he has cut down the Asherah which was beside it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood 
against him, “Will you contend for Baal, or will you deliver him? Whoever will plead for him shall be put to death 
by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because someone has torn down his altar.” 32 Therefore on 
that day he named him Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he had torn down his altar.  
Judges 6:28-32 (NASB95) 
 The men of the city were going to kill Gideon for his rash act.  The reaction of the people 
showed how far away from God the Israelites had drifted.  Instead of having a sense of 
conviction that they had been disobedient to the commandments of God, they were enraged that 
anyone would disrespect a false religion and were ready to punish those who were not tolerant or 
supportive of the pagan ideas that had crept into their culture.   



 We see this same (if not worse) level of deterioration in what we used to call Christian 
America.  The altars to pagan ideas and worldly philosophies have been built in every high place 
in our nation and people regularly worship there.  Any attempts to destroy or remove these new 
symbols of humanistic thought are rebuffed not only by the people but sometimes these are 
protected by legislative edicts.  Even attempts to point out the error of what people are doing as 
they worship at the altar of “irresponsible personal freedom” are met with strong rebukes and 
name calling or judicial penalties.  We could name the altars that have erected with tax payer 
money by the government such as Roe v Wade, the legalization of same-gender marriage, and 
the misapplication of the concept of separation of church and state.   
 We need a voice of reason in the midst of all the craziness and emotion driven reactions 
that are happening in our nation.  In Gideon’s time, his father provided that calming effect.  
Gideon's father wisely advised that if Baal were any kind of a god, then he could take care of 
Gideon and he did not need any help from them.  As we know from how things developed, this 
act of obedience on the part of Gideon helped to discredit the worship of Baal and marked the 
turning point in the people coming back to God during this cycle of Israel’s erratic history.   
 It seems to be rather strange logic that the altar and the Asherah pole belonged to 
Gideon’s father (Joash) and then to read that he gave a reminder to the people of the city that 
anyone who would “plead for” Baal was subject to the death penalty.  Could it be that Joash 
suddenly had a change of heart and instead of promoting Baal and Asherah worship (by 
providing an altar to the city) that he is now quoting from the Law of Moses that would exact the 
death penalty for those who worship certain idols?  In his commentary Matthew Henry suggested 
that Joash was not calling for the death penalty for those who supported Baal worship but was 
concerned about these “contending” for Baal in such a way that it would result in civil unrest or 
rioting.  Whatever the reason for his warning, the net effect was to calm the protesters and allow 
time for things to cool off.   
 Gideon had begun his “career” by showing that Baal was totally powerless to protect 
himself or anyone else.  People started calling Gideon by a name that Joash suggested for him 
which was Jerubbaal.  This name literally meant “let Baal contend.”  Some think that people 
used it in a derisive way at first and later it was used in the form of a compliment as Gideon’s 
popularity grew.  This move resulted in Gideon gaining enough notoriety that when he later sent 
out a call to rally the Israelite militia to fight a holy war against the external, human foe, the 
Midianites.    


