
 FAMILY FEUD 
 Judges 9:1-15, 56-57 
 
 Several years ago Dr. C. Everett Koop (who was Surgeon General) made a comment to 
the effect that we have very few statesmen left in this country.  When the interviewer came back 
to that point as to what he meant, Dr. Koop explained that he meant people who would do what 
was right without regard to party loyalty, special interest loyalty, or even personal interest.  If we 
look at the evidence of so many people in positions of public trust being in trouble with legal, 
ethical or moral issues, then we can appreciate Dr. Koop's concern.  It is sad that we are no 
longer surprised to learn of those who are in positions of trust failing to be trustworthy.  The 
history of the world is replete with many examples of people who came to power because they 
were driven by a need to compensate for real or imagined personal inadequacies. Many are 
neurotically driven and in their pursuit for control they are blinded to the fact that they are 
answerable to a righteous God and they are blinded to the needs and feelings of others.  
 Following the death of Gideon, such a person arose on the stage of Israel's history.  The 
person was an offspring of Gideon and a Canaanite woman.  This woman is described as a 
concubine or a wife of inferior station.  The man's name was Abimelech and he wanted to be 
king, he wanted to be in control, he wanted to prove that he was as good as his half brothers.  
Even though he was a son of Gideon, he and his mother were not considered part of the 
household of Gideon and he grew up among the Canaanite people.  I would imagine that this 
caused much resentment in his mother and in him.  
 
Beware of Manipulative Appeals – 9:1-6 
1 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s relatives, and spoke to them and to the 
whole clan of the household of his mother’s father, saying, 2 “Speak, now, in the hearing of all the leaders of 
Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, that seventy men, all the sons of Jerubbaal, rule over you, or that one man rule 
over you?’ Also, remember that I am your bone and your flesh.” 3 And his mother’s relatives spoke all these words 
on his behalf in the hearing of all the leaders of Shechem; and they were inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, 
“He is our relative.” 4 They gave him seventy pieces of silver from the house of Baal-berith with which Abimelech 
hired worthless and reckless fellows, and they followed him. 5 Then he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and 
killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was 
left, for he hid himself. 6 All the men of Shechem and all Beth-millo assembled together, and they went and made 
Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar which was in Shechem.  Judges 9:1-6 (NASB95) 
 As you sow, so shall you reap.  Gideon fathered a child of a concubine.  That child grew 
up and destroyed the sons of his wives.  In his pride coming from the successes in his life, 
Gideon indulged in acts that were less than noble.  Fathering more than seventy children was 
irresponsible and the fruit of this irresponsibility eventually returned to cause real trouble.  
Abimelech, unlike Gideon his father, was hungry for power and recognition.  He was so hungry 
that he was treacherous.  He murdered seventy sons of Gideon to eliminate any opposition.  But 
Jotham, the youngest son of Gideon escaped. 
 The name Abimelech means “my father is king.”  In Judges 8:31, most translations say 
that “he (meaning Gideon) named him Abimelech.”  Since Gideon refused to be king, it is most 
likely that the name was given to him by his mother.  This fact alone gives you an idea of what 
his mother’s attitude was.  She was resentful of the fact that she was not a “wife” and her son 
fathered by Gideon was named in such a way that he was used by her as a point of pride in that 
she bore a child fathered by a national hero.  You may recall that the people of Israel had wanted 
to make Gideon the king of Israel; however, he refused pointing out that they already had a King 
in heaven.  In spite of Gideon’s mistakes in fathering so many children, he did not want to take 



on the presumptive role of being a king without specific instructions from the Lord.   
 When Gideon died, there was a lack of leadership in the nation and, as usual, the people 
forgot Gideon, forgot God, and turned to sinful ways.  In a way, the power play by Abimelech 
was part of the judgment of God coming upon the people.  Abimelech was part Canaanite and 
part Hebrew and he used that to relate to the Canaanite people.  He started in his mother's family 
and then in his hometown to gather support for his being the leader of the people.  It was 
probably assumed that the legitimate sons of Gideon would step into the leadership role of their 
father after he died.  
 Abimelech got his relatives to start a “worry campaign” to create concern about having 
the seventy sons of Gideon ruling over the city of Shechem.  They also planted the idea that 
having one of their own as ruler was a better alternative.  His mother’s relatives did a good job of 
convincing the people that it was a good idea to have Abimelech as their king.  
 We see in verse four that they were very committed to Abimelech since they supported 
him with money from their Baal worship center.  Abimelech used that money to hire mercenaries 
who were described as worthless and reckless persons to help him eliminate the competition by 
literally killing those who were potential rivals to him.  We can find people today who use the 
same kind of tactics that Abimelech employed.  They create a problem in the minds of people by 
suggesting that their political opponents might be guilty of something and they gather support by 
dividing the voting public into various classes based on economic status or race.  They use 
money that was given for a different designated purpose to buy influence from those who, 
otherwise, have little or nothing to contribute to the general well-being of society.  That 
purchased influence is used to keep them in power through this bought-and-paid-for influence.   
 What a tragedy!  One man's ambition and insecurity wrecked the lives of 70 families and 
had negative influence upon many others.  There are people today who so desperately want to 
get ahead and be in control of others that they verbally assassinate all those they consider to be 
rivals.  They buy friendship among those that are shallow and vain and enlist their help in 
spreading their destructive influence.  Then those who think they will profit from support of such 
persons play up to them and elevate them to positions of respect and authority which they cannot 
handle because of their own inherent incompetence.  In the case of Abimelech, those who 
supported him were the Canaanites because they could identify with him and wrongfully 
believed that he would give them some advantage over the rest of the population.  Others who 
supported him were the advocates (probably the priests) of Baal.  These are described as “all 
Beth-Millo” or the “house of the mound” which was the place where the temple of Baal was 
likely located.  They rejected the God of Israel and were true believers of Baal.  These supported 
a completely different philosophy and way of life that was immoral and rejected the 
commandment and principles of Jehovah.  It seemingly did not matter to them that these 
practices and beliefs had been proven to be failures in every situation they were used.  The main 
reason they went away from God’s commandments was that they wanted to be in power and 
control the people rather than be subject to the Laws of God that were given by Moses.   
 However, not everyone was eliminated that could oppose such tyrants.  The youngest son 
of Gideon escaped the slaughter and he went to Shechem to warn the people of what they were 
getting in such a leader as Abimelech.  Jotham used a fable to get his message across.  
 
Choose Self-Giving Service – 9:7-13 
7 Now when they told Jotham, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim, and lifted his voice and called out. 
Thus he said to them, “Listen to me, O men of Shechem, that God may listen to you. 8 “Once the trees went forth to 
anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us!’ 9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I 



leave my fatness with which God and men are honored, and go to wave over the trees?’ 10 “Then the trees said to the 
fig tree, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit, 
and go to wave over the trees?’ 12 “Then the trees said to the vine, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 13 “But the vine said to 
them, ‘Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to wave over the trees?  Judges 9:7-13 
(NASB95) 
 When Jotham learned about the people of Shechem declaring Abimelech to be their king, 
he took it upon himself to sound a warning to the people.  Some have speculated that the people 
of that area were gathered together in the valley between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal for 
some sort of festival.  It may have been some celebration associated with the worship of Baal or 
perhaps was part of the inauguration of their new king.  This valley was somewhat of a natural 
amphitheater which would allow the people to hear the message that Jotham shouted out to them.  
 The appeal that Jotham made to the people of Shechem to listen seems somewhat strange 
to us.  The statement of “listen to me so that God may listen to you” may simply be akin to what 
we say if we are appealing to someone’s self interest.  We might state it as “if you know what is 
good for you, and then you will listen to what I have to say.”    
 The message that Jotham delivered sounds like a child’s story but it contained a serious 
message for the people.  The people were clamoring for a king and anyone who showed any sign 
of leadership ability was a likely candidate to be followed by these people.  Those people who 
were already contributing to society apparently were not interested in being the leader.  They 
realized the importance of what they were doing and they derived their self esteem from that 
contribution.  One by one they turned down opportunities to promote themselves to leadership 
positions.   
 I have seen this pattern repeated many times in the business world.  Many of the highly 
capable people with superior intelligence find satisfaction in the scientific arena making many 
valuable contributions to society or to the company for which they work.  They do not aspire to 
being leaders of people because they believe that what they are doing is more important.  
Unfortunately, that is not always true and chances for contributing far beyond what they are 
doing are missed.  One of the problems that arise when those who are qualified to lead but refuse 
to do so is that those who are less qualified (or totally unqualified) will lead by default.  Jotham's 
fable has a conclusion that points this out.  
 
Beware Offers of False Security –  9:14-15 
14 “Finally all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in truth 
you are anointing me as king over you, come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, may fire come out from the 
bramble and consume the cedars of Lebanon.’  Judges 9:14-15 (NASB95) 
 The bramble was a pest, a total negative influence.  Its only use was kindling to start 
fires.  Unfortunately, the worthless bramble accepted the role of leadership.  Like the bramble, 
Abimelech had nothing to offer except destruction.  He would wind up destroying those who 
submitted to him.  In a sense, Abimelech is a type of Satan.  He wanted to rule and was not 
qualified, but he still was driven to gather followers to himself whom he would eventually 
destroy along with himself.  
 Abimelech did not work out well as a leader.  Dissension broke out and things became so 
bad that Abimelech and his army attacked the city and destroyed it.  If you let brambles get 
started in a forest, then when a fire starts the brambles provide the means to burn up the trees and 
destroy the forest.  In his fury, Abimelech not only destroyed Shechem, but also turned on 
another small city to destroy it.  During the fight, he was killed and his army stopped the attack 
and dispersed.  Thus, ended a tragic chapter in the history of Israel.  
 There are lessons for us to learn in selecting whom we will follow. There are also lessons 



for us relative to rising to the responsibility that is before us to provide good leadership when we 
have been blessed with that ability.  If Gideon and his sons had risen to the occasion and taken a 
more positive role of leadership in pointing people to God, then there would not have been room 
for such a tyrant as Abimelech. 
 
Beware the Consequences of Selfish Ambition – 9:56-57 
56 Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech, which he had done to his father in killing his seventy brothers. 57 

Also God returned all the wickedness of the men of Shechem on their heads, and the curse of Jotham the son of 
Jerubbaal came upon them.  Judges 9:56-57 (NASB95) 
 God uses the wickedness of the wicked to destroy themselves.  The pride and the greed of 
the wicked caused them to fight among themselves.  We, in the church, must always guard 
against pride and greed or we will find ourselves fighting among ourselves and destroying each 
other rather than fighting against the power and principalities in the spiritual realm.  


