
BARGAINING WITH GOD

“Quid pro quo” is a Latin phrase that means an equal exchange of values.  In the political
arena they may use such descriptions as “you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours.”  It is what
goes on in the market place of commerce all the time.  There is a certain amount of bargaining
going on in buying and selling or trading and bartering.  Everyone is looking to get the best deal
and would like to have a sure thing and have the deal locked in.  Even on the job, we trade
services, skill and knowledge for pay.  In an effort to get the best deal, the employer may offer
incentives for better performance.  Parents use a system of rewards to get their children to behave
properly.  Sometimes what we do is to offer a reward of something that is very appealing to the
person in exchange for something of far greater value.  When that happens to us we call it
manipulation.  When we do it to someone else, it’s just good business. Has anyone ever tried to
manipulate you?  (List situations on board.) [Ask: How did you feel when you realized you were
being manipulated?]

We’re going to be looking at a character from the early history of the nation of Israel who
tried to influence God by making a bargain with him.  This character’s name is Jephthah. 
We’ll be looking at several aspects of this time in the history of Israel:

Requested Leader (Judges 11:4-6)
Rash Promise (Judges 11:30-33)
Regretful Results (Judges 11:34-36)

Let’s look first at picking a leader.  What was the situation in Israel at the time of the Judges? 
(Judges 10:6) The people drifted (ran) away from the Lord and served idols.  Since these are the
Children of Israel, God’s chosen people, why were there idols in the Promised Land? [They did
not eliminate the former occupants of the land Canaan.] Is there an application for us today as
Christians? [What about holding on to former habits and former friends and things from the old
life?  Can these things become snares and temptation that pull us away from God?]  

What was God’s response when the people forgot about Him? (Judges 10:7-9) [He let their
enemies rule over them.]  
What usually came next? (Judges 10:10,16)  [The people repented and put away their idols.]

What was the response of their enemies?  (Judges10:17) [They will fight to retain control.]  
Can you think of any current issues where the enemy has a foothold and people are oppressed and
lives are destroyed and those involved in the oppression are fighting to retain control? [Abortion,
gambling, liquor, pornography, drugs, etc.]
Now we see why they needed a leader – Judges 10:18.

Read the first three verses of Judges 11.  Why do you think the elders of Gilead even considered
this character, Jephthah?  What does conventional wisdom say about how you fight fire? [With
Fire.] These Ammonites are “bad” dudes.  So what do you do?  Look for a “badder” dude, and
Jephthah was baddest dude they knew.  He was “big bad Leroy Brown” and he had the “Dirty
Dozen” with him.  

Based the description of his background and what he was involved in Tob could we list the Assets



and Liabilities of Jephthah?  References: Judges 11:1, 5-10, 14-26, 29-31, 33; 12:1-3, 4, 28

ASSETS LIABILITIES

Experienced
Specific Training
Ability
Willing to do job (for a price)
Shrewd Bargainer (Street smart)
Knowledge of history
Man of his word

Dysfunctional Family
Scarred by Rejection
Unpleasant personality(?)
Bad Reputation
Unhealthy ambition
Ignorance of God’s character and moral law
Rash

Are there any parallel between this story (so far) and our situation at ISBC? [Explore possibilities
and list on board -- battle for men’s souls, and we are God’s people and we are looking for a
leader.]  What are some of the important characteristics of a leader for ISBC?
Experience in the type work, Specific Training, Endorsement of Respected Individuals, Formal
Education, Commitment to the Lord, Physical Appearance, Willingness to do the job, Ability,
Bible Knowledge, Personality.  How would you rate these characteristics [Essential, Very
Important, Fairly Important, Unimportant]?

We’ve been fairly objective in putting together this list.  But in the practical reality of a subjective
world in which we operate what the REAL characteristics that determine how well people will
follow an individual?  Physical Appearance, Personality, Bearing (self-confidence) – Charisma.
Where do these show up on the objective list?  

Let’s look at the Rash Promise Judges 11:30-33
Why do you think Jephthah made this vow to God? [A lot was at stake – he was to become an
important person if there was victory – he wanted to improve his chances of success.]
Why was the vow unnecessary? [God had already promised to establish His people in the land as
long as they were faithful to Him.  They had repented.  The Spirit of the Lord had already come
upon Jephthah to equip him for the job of delivering the people of Israel.]
Why does it seem more difficult to depend on God in faith than to attempt to bargain with Him?
[We are still depending on our own ability and counting on what we can bring to the battle – on
what we can contribute.]  
Why was this particular vow so much in error? [Offering human sacrifice was a practice of the
false religions of the area.  Jephthah apparently thought that God would be so pleased with such
an offer that Jephthah could get anything he wanted from God.] He had confused the character of
God with the character of false gods and the character of men.

What should you do if you make a promise (vow) to God and it does NOT require that you
commit a great in carrying out the vow?  
Num 30:2  If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he
shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.
Deut. 25:21-23  When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay
it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.  But if thou
shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee.  That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep



and perform; even a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God,
which thou hast promised with thy mouth.
Eccl. 5:4-5    When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in
fools: pay that which thou vowest.   Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou
shouldest vow and not pay.

Regretful Results Judges 11:34-36
Apparently when a person returned home, he would normally be met by a servant to attend to his
needs.  That did not happen.  Can we assume that if a servant had come out to meet him that
Jephthah would have had no concern or remorse over the human sacrifice?  

In light of the culture in which a man’s word was so important that a vow would not be broken,
what should Jephthah have done after his victory? [Accepted the consequences of breaking a vow
– surely that would have been the noble thing to do!]  

Take Aways from Lesson.
We must choose our leaders carefully.
God can use unlikely people to do great things.
We should seek to know and do God’s will rather than bargain with Him.
Make promises to God intelligently and in line with His character.

Why are efforts to bargain with God both misguided and unnecessary?  
Recalled bargains and/or unkept promises you have made to God and decide what you will do
about these.

 

 


