
WHEN ABILITIES ARE MISUSED

Every now and then we will see an item in the news about a person with everything going for
them that would almost guarantee success in life who would do something utterly -foolish and
wind up losing everything.  A couple of years ago, Len Bias was on his way to being a premier
professional basketball player and lost his life to an overdose of cocaine.   Although it doesn't get
as much publicity as sports figures, there are many instances of people with brilliant minds who
either use that brilliance in crime-related behavior or simply drop out of society and neither they
nor anyone else benefit from the gift that God has given them.  We also see this misuse of abilities
in organizations and even in nations.  I guess that everyone of us has been guilty of either
neglecting to use or misusing the talents and resources that God has given to us.  During the time
of the judges in the nation of Israel, there was such a person that was granted special ability by
God who failed to benefit from that ability because of foolish actions and unwise choices. 

Samson was a most unusual person. Starting with his birth, we see that God had selected Samson
to carry out His will.  His mother had been unable to have children and then was visited by an
angel who told her that she would have a baby and that this child was to be a Nazirite.  As a
Nazirite, he was not supposed to drink wine, cut his hair or touch anything dead.  These things
were to indicate a disciplined life that was separated from the ways of the world.  In many ways
Samson was undisciplined and tried to associate himself with the Philistines that were dominating
Israel at that time. The reason God called Samson and endowed him with special ability was to
deliver Israel from the influence of the Philistines. 

We can readily recall the outrageous situations in which Samson was involved.  One time he had
been attached by a lion and had killed the lion.  Later on as he passed by that area. he saw that bees
had built a hive in the carcass of the lion and he robbed the hive of some honey.  Then he fell in
love with a Philistine girl and married her.  He proposed a riddle to some thirty of the young
Philistine men during the wedding celebration.  This riddle was related to the honey coming from
the lion.  There was bet involving 30 suits of clothing riding on whether or not they could solve the
riddle.  Since they could not figure it out on their own. they enlisted the help of Samson’s bride to
get the information from him.  He told her and she told them and when they solved the riddle,
Samson realized that his bride had betrayed him.  So he abandoned her and to pay off the bet, he
went to a Philistine city and killed thirty men and took their clothing.  Later on he went to retrieve
his bride only to find that her father had given her in marriage to someone else.  To get even,
Samson burned down the Philistine wheat fields by tying torches to the tails of foxes.  The
Philistines then burned his bride and her father.  To avenge this, Samson killed several Philistines. 
The Philistines then raised an army of 1000 men and went after Samson.  The people of Israel felt
threatened and went to Samson to get him to turn himself over to the Philistines. Samson agreed
upon the condition that the Israelites would not harm him.  When he got to the where the Philistine
army was, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him and he broke the ropes with which he was tied,
found the jawbone of a donkey and single handedly killed all of the Philistines with the jawbone. 

We're all familiar with the story of Delilah and how she tricked him into revealing the secret of his
great strength.  After she cut his hair, he was captured by the Philistines and they blinded him and
made a slave of him.  What a tragedy for Samson and for Israel.  His failure to control his passions



and to use his mind to think clearly cost him dearly.  Not only that, it brought reproach on the
name of God.  The Philistines were giving credit for the capture of Samson to their so- called god,
Dagon.  They had concluded that Dagon was greater than the God of Israel. 

JUDGES 16:23-25  Apparently the Philistines were overjoyed with the capture of Samson.  What
a prize.  Here was someone who had killed so many of the Philistines.  There is probably similar
rejoicing that goes on in the councils of hell when an effective Christian does something to hurt his
witness.  If we are living effective Christian lives then we a doing harm to the kingdom of dark-
ness.  Samson was doing harm to the Philistines.  But now they were convinced that they had the
upper hand and it was time to celebrate.  They were probably also planning how to gain more
control over the people of Israel and the land they had.  In their merriment, they called for Samson
to be brought out so that they could jeer and really satisfy their ego that they had stopp'^this man
who had supernatural strength. The Philistines had not counted on of<e- the re-growth of
Samson's hair would restore him to strength.  He had started getting his strength back; however,
his eyesight was gone and there was little hope that it could be restored.  The Philistine leaders
from most of city-states were there to celebrate.

JUDGES 16:26-28 Even though Samson did many foolish things, he did not have the problem so
many people have today of thinking that all that is accomplished is because they are so intelligent
or strong or shrewd.  Samson recognized that his strength came from God and he was willing to
call upon God. Notice also that Samson did not have correct motives in why he wanted God's help. 
It would have been bet- ter if he had been thinking that with God's help that Israel could be free
from the domination of the Philistines; however, he was thinking about revenge. 

JUDGES 16:29-30 Many times God is using the things that people do to accomplish his will. 
Even though Samson was not correct in his attitude and motives, he was still used of God to get
rid of the Philistine domination.  In a last and final effort Samson wrecked the temple of the idol
and wiped out the leadership of the oppressors. We see many lesson for us to learn in the life of
Samson.  God had set Samson apart from other Jews and certainly he was set apart from the
Philistines.  In spite of what God intended, we can choose to follow God's will or just ignore it. 
However, we do need to realize that a time of accounting is coming.  God wants His church to be
fruitful and productive and when we failed to do this, then we are usually doing something as an
alternative that would not be helpful to ourselves or to the Kingdom of God.  When we present
ourselves to the community as Christians, then that carries an implication of a far different behavior
than most Christian practice.  This brings discredit to our selves and to God Himself.  The final
lesson is that following Christ brings a call for sacrifice and we must be willing to sacrifice what we
want for the sake of what is right and proper.  


