
ACCEPT YOUR COMMISSION
Jeremiah 1:1-19

You can find books and articles and videos that attempt to answer the question of “what is
the purpose of life?”  You could take that question to an even more basic level and ask “what is the
purpose of existence?”  The whole body of such questions and thought could be lumped into the
subject of existentialism.  Soren Kierkegaard is said to be the father of existentialism; however,
many philosophers throughout the history of mankind have sought to find answers to the questions
raised regarding “why does anything exist?”  Of particular interest to Kierkegaard was the question
of “why do I exist and what am I to do?”  

In 1835, Kierkegaard wrote the following in a letter to a friend: “What I really lack is to be
clear in my mind what I am to do, not what I am to know, except in so far as a certain knowledge
must precede every action. The thing is to understand myself, to see what God really wishes me to
do: the thing is to find a truth which is true for me, to find the idea for which I can live and die. ...
I certainly do not deny that I still recognize an imperative of knowledge and that through it one can
work upon men, but it must be taken up into my life, and that is what I now recognize as the most
important thing.” 

All of us know a lot of “general truth” that we have been taught or have discovered in
various ways.  Many such truths are found in the word of God and we learn these and use these ideas
to guide us in our behavior.  One such truth that I find helpful is found in Micah 6:8:  
“He has shown you, O man, what is good. and what does the LORD require of you? to act justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  What is lacking is finding the “truth which is
true for each individual” and having a confident knowledge that I am are doing “what God really
wishes me to do.”  

All this presupposes that God has a purpose (commission) for each person who is created in
His image and that purpose has been set in eternity, even before an individual is born.  Is there any
evidence in the Scriptures that God operates this way?  One very obviously clear case is the life and
calling of Jeremiah.  

Jeremiah was a prophet in Judah during the time immediately before the defeat of that nation
at the hands of the Babylonian Empire.  It was a time of turmoil in Judah, a time when the political
leadership changed from the wicked Manasseh to the relatively good king Josiah.  After Josiah was
killed, Jehoiakim (a relatively weak king) came to the throne and the intensity of Jeremiah’s
messages increased.  The king’s advisors were foolish and had bought into the idea of the power of
positive thinking without realizing that unless our positive thinking is built on the proper foundation
of God Himself with obedience to His commandments, then we do nothing more than build a house
of cards that is sure to fall.  The house of cards of Judah did fall during the reign of Zedekiah, the
last of the kings of Judah.

Jeremiah’s father was a priest and he would have likely followed in the same calling.
However, God had a different mission in mind for this young man.  In order for a person to change
direction, something has to happen to initiate a change.  Most of us will go along in the same routine
day after day and year after year unless something changes.  In Jeremiah case, the word of the Lord
came to him.

Hear the Call of God - 1:1-3
The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin.  The word of the
LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah,  and through the reign of



Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of
Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile.  Jeremiah 1:1-3 NIV 

You have probably experienced a situation in which you were watching a football game on
TV and someone in your family has said something to you and you did not hear a thing they said.
I have noticed my grandchildren getting so caught up in a cartoon on TV that they just do not hear
you when you say something to them.  If is possible that we can be so engrossed in whatever we are
into at the moment that we are not aware of anything else that is happening around us.  You can
contrast those situations with a mother of a baby.  The baby may be sleeping in another room and
the mother may be engaged in activities with the rest of the family, but she will be listening for and
will hear the slightest cry that might come from that baby.  

The difference is focus.  We will be attentive to whatever we are focused on.  This, of course,
speaks of our priorities.  We will pay attention to what is high on our list of priorities.  This is an
automatic function that is built into our brains.  For example, if you are considering getting a
swimming pool for your family, you will see swimming pools wherever you go that you had not
seen before.  If you are thinking about buying a particular brand of car, then you will become acutely
aware of that particular brand as you go about whatever you are doing.  

The lesson with regard to hearing the “word of the Lord” is quite obvious.  If our relationship
to God is high on our priority list, then we will be more attentive to what He wants us to do and the
converse also applies.  Hearing is the first step.  

Recognize Your Commission 1:4-6
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations."  "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak;
I am only a child."    Jeremiah 1:4-6 (NIV)

Not only did God have a definite mission for Jeremiah, He had appointed him to that mission
before Jeremiah was born.  We often hear that God has a plan for our lives and that His plan is the
best for us.  Sometimes that plan is not a very easy road.  In Jeremiah’s case this was certainly the
situation.  He was called to a very unpopular mission and suffered many hardships because he
followed the calling of God.  God has a mission or a call for each one of us.  It may not be
something that is the limelight of national politics but could be just as significant because of the
influence we might have on someone else.

It is probable that when God has called a person to a significant mission he or she may not
know the certainty of the call until it is time for the mission to begin.  When the time comes, then
God will let us know.

There is a controversy today about when life begins for the unborn.  The question can be
more bluntly phrased as “When does abortion become murder?”  The fifth verse speaks volumes
regarding that question.  I, personally, would not want to have to pick a time and then explain my
choice to God on the Day of Judgment unless my choice agreed with what His word says.

What was Jeremiah’s response when he realized what God had in mind for him?  We see the
answer in verse six.  “Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a
child.”  

Jeremiah was about 19 years old at the time of his call.  I can imagine the fear and
uncertainty a person would have upon realizing he had been picked for such a responsible mission.
His response was predictable.  It is probably the same excuse most of us would have.  How many
times have you heard yourself or have heard other people give the same excuse Jeremiah did?  We
likely change the words to fit our circumstances and say “I can’t speak before all those people,
because I have a speech impediment . . . because I don’t have a good education . . . because I’m too



nervous . . . because I’m too old . . . because I’m too young . . . just because.”  God knows our
capabilities and He knows our limitations.  In spite of our limitations, God still chooses to use us in
His kingdom work.

How many times have you realized that things that were happening were just “not right” and
that “someone ought to do something about it?”  Then you thought, “you can’t fight city hall” or
there is no use trying since those who are pulling the strings are too rich and powerful.  If you
examine what Jeremiah said and what we think in such circumstance, then you can see that we are
not unlike Jeremiah in being reluctant to get involved and make a difference in what is happening
in our world.  

Receive the Lord’s Power  - 1:7-10
But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, `I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I
command you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD.  Then the LORD
reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth.  See, today I
appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant."
Jeremiah 1:7-10 (NIV) 

God does not appoint us to something that He does not empower us to do.  He was saying
to Jeremiah, “Don’t give Me excuses.”  God had anticipated Jeremiah’s concerns and questions: To
whom will I give the messages?  What shall I say?  What if they become angry with me and put me
in jail?  God said: “I’ll send you to whom you should go, I’ll tell you what to say, and I’ll deliver
you from the trouble that will follow.”

God gave Jeremiah some indication of the mission he had been called to accomplish.  He
also provided a token of the power he was to have in his prophecy. 

It is difficult for us to realize the actual circumstances Jeremiah experienced when the Lords
touched his mouth.  We don’t know if it was a vision or just a realization that the power of the Lord
had come upon him to prophesy or something else.  Whatever it was, Jeremiah knew that the power
of the Lord had come to him.  A hint of the mission of messages was also given to him.  The words
uproot, tear down, destroy, and overthrow speak of the significant change God would require of His
people.  The corruption of the nation was so great that it could not be dealt with on a superficial
basis.  It had taken root and God wanted to deal with the root of the problem.  That which had grown
up from the bad root had to be pulled down because it was based on the wrong thing.  Not only was
it necessary to pull it down, it also must be destroyed so that it could not be used for something else.
After that was done, then the right things could be built up and planted.  This message is the same
as we see in the New Testament: our old life must be discarded and rooted out and pulled down and
destroyed to make room for the new life in Christ Jesus.

Realize the Lord’s Reassurance  - 1:11-14
The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?" "I see the branch of an almond tree," I replied.  The
LORD said to me, "You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled."  The word of the LORD
came to me again: "What do you see?" "I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered.  The LORD said
to me, "From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land.  Jeremiah 1:11-14 (NIV)

According to D. A Carson, the first vision, of an almond tree, depends for its meaning on the
resemblance in Hebrew between the word for almond tree and the word for watching.  Others have
observed that the almond tree is the first to bloom in the spring (it was called the “awake” tree) and
it represents how soon the destruction would come upon Jerusalem. Just as the people of the region
watch for the almond blossom as a signal that winter was ending, God was watching the events that
were happening in that part of the world and seeing that everything was coming together in



fulfillment of the prophecies regarding what would happen to the nation if they were unfaithful to
His commandments.  

The second vision was a boiling pot. The pot was apparently sitting on a fire because it was
“boiling,” (literally, ”blown upon,”  indicating a wind or draft blowing on the fire to bring the
contents to a boil).  The pot was tilting away from the north indicating that its contents were about
to be spilled out toward the south.  We see this in verses 15 and 16.
Jeremiah 1:15-16  I am about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms," declares the LORD. "Their kings
will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding
walls and against all the towns of Judah.  I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in
forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made.

This pot represented disaster that would be poured out on those who lived in Judah. The
direction from which the pot was facing represented the peoples of the northern kingdoms whom
God was summoning to punish the nation of Judah.  Babylon was located to the east; however, the
invading armies followed the trade routes along the Euphrates River in their march to Judah which
resulted in the army approaching from the north. They set up their thrones in the entrance of the
gates of Jerusalem, indicating that the city would fall to them. Jeremiah recorded the fulfillment of
this prophecy in 39:2-3 after the Babylonians captured Jerusalem.

Judah’s fall to Babylon would be God’s judgment for her idolatry. In forsaking God and
worshiping what their hands had made the people of Judah had violated their covenant with God
(see Deut. 28). The sin of Judah brought about her downfall.  When a people abandon God then He
sends judgment upon them.  God’s message was clear that what was about to happen was not just
coincidental but it was something He initiated.  Eventually, God’s judgment will come.  The people
of Judah had been lulled into complacency because their sins had not been punished immediately.

Rely on the Lord’s Resources  - 1:17-19
Jeremiah 1:17:  "Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them,
or I will terrify you before them.  Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against
the whole land--against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land.  They will fight against
you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. Jeremiah 1:17-19 (NIV)

Preparation is needed for the work God has called us to do.  Sometime that preparation is to
take on the right attitude and a consciousness that it is God Who has called us and we must be
faithful to Him no matter what happens.  Jeremiah was warned to not be impressed with the position
of the people to whom this message was to go.  There would be no backing down and no
uncertainty.

God had provided Jeremiah all the defense he could possibly need to withstand the ridicule
and resistance he would face from the officials and the people.  They would resist the message and
fight against it and against Jeremiah himself.  However, it did not matter, because the message was
true and all their resistance and disbelief would not change the situation.

We need to speak God’s word to the people of our day and not be afraid of what they may
do or say.  We must stand against evil in every part of our society.  We must do this even though it
is a lost cause because they will not repent, they will continue to rebel against God.  (“Lost causes
are the only ones worth fighting for.”  From Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.) 


