
GOING ASTRAY IN LIFE

Sometimes the better we have it in life,
the worse we become as persons.  It seems
that we just can't stand success Many have
started out in life with little and have been
blessed with the so-called good things of life
and yet they show no appreciation to God,
from Whom all real blessings flow.

Such people are pictures of the nation
of Israel.  They too came up the hard way,
came out of a life of slavery and yet they
enjoyed the blessing and leading of God that
brought them to be a great nation, powerful
and respected.  Little by little they drifted
away from the true inner goodness that made
them great to a totally apostate society that
could not tell good from evil nor evil from
good.  Even after the Northern Kingdom
(Israel) fell to the Assyrians, the Southern
Kingdom (Judah) continued on in their same
way going headlong and head strong toward
destruction.  God called Jeremiah to confront
the nation of Judah to point out their sin and
to call for repentance.  The nation had
abandoned their covenant relationship and
responsibilities to the Lord and faced
judgement.  

Jeremiah 2:1-3:  The word of the LORD
came to me: "Go and proclaim in the
hearing of Jerusalem: "`I remember the
devotion of your youth, how as a bride you
loved me and followed me through the
desert, through a land not sown.  Israel
was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of
his harvest; all who devoured her were
held guilty, and disaster overtook them,'"
declares the LORD.  
God's message through Jeremiah re-

minded the people of the relationship with God
that is possible, one that their ancestors had
experienced when God rescued them from
Egypt, lead them through the wilderness and
brought them into the Promised Land. The
relationship between God and Israel is often
pictured as being a husband-wife relationship.
In the engagement time and right after the
marriage the thoughts of the bride are almost

totally directed to the bridegroom.  Wherever
the husband would go, she would follow him
without regard to any personal ambition. In
this same way the nation of Israel had followed
the Lord wherever He led.  You recall that
God sent a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
fire by night.  These people had separated
themselves from the rest of the world and were
special to God.  That is what the word
"holiness" means.  "Israel was holy unto the
Lord" means that they were set apart from the
world and for the use of God.  Because of that
unique relationship the Lord defended them by
sending “evil" upon all that would offend
them.

Things were great for a while and then
the nation began to drift away from God and
to adopt the way of the world.

Jeremiah 2:4-8 Hear the word of the
LORD, O house of Jacob, all you clans of
the house of Israel.  This is what the
LORD says: "What fault did your fathers
find in me, that they strayed so far from
me? They followed worthless idols and
became worthless themselves.  They did
not ask, `Where is the LORD, who
brought us up out of Egypt and led us
through the barren wilderness, through a
land of deserts and rifts, a land of drought
and darkness, a land where no-one travels
and no-one lives?'  I brought you into a
fertile land to eat its fruit and rich
produce. But you came and defiled my
land and made my inheritance detestable.
The priests did not ask, `Where is the
LORD?' Those who deal with the law did
not know me; the leaders rebelled against
me. The prophets prophesied by Baal,
following worthless idols.  
These people had no one to blame but

themselves.  They were led into a land that
was already establish and operating with
vineyards and orchards and the people had it
made.  It was a cornucopia, a horn or plenty.
Soon after they got there, they defiled the land
by doing things that were contrary to God's
way.  In fact, in the next verse we see that the



nation just acted as if God did not matter.
This sorry state of affairs permeated the entire
society from the priest to the laity, from the
paupers to the princes.  The people had
wandered and drifted away from God, but
even the priest were so unaware of it they did
not even think to ask, “Hey, where is God?"
They did not miss Him.  

Are we any different today?  Do we
really see a whole lot of evidence of the
presence and working of the Holy Spirit in the
life of our local church or in most of the
churches around?  When we are more
concerned about who is going to run the
denominational organization  than we are
about preaching the word of God, then we
need to examine our priorities.  In Jeremiah’s
day even those people who were most familiar
with the Law and had copied portions of it did
not really know God.  It was as if their calling
were no more than a job.  One of the concerns
that many people have expressed about our
seminaries is that those that teach there do not
believe in the fundamental truths of the Bible
even though we would expect them to be
familiar with what the Scriptures teach.

It is likely that they do not believe
because they have never had a personal
encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The
leaders of the people (the pastors or
shepherds) were just as big offenders of the
laws of God as other people that had no
responsibility and of whom much less was
expected.  The prophets were to be God's
representatives to the people (contrast this
with the role of the priest whose function was
to be the people's representative to God).  Yet
they taught and represented the philosophies
and ideas of Baal (the fertility god of the
Canaanites) to the people and tried to pass
these ideas and philosophies off as belonging
to YHWH. The very same things are
happening today!  The ideas and philosophies
of secular humanism and pop psychology are
preached and proclaimed from the pulpits of
places that call themselves churches and the
people who are listening to it are starving to
death spiritually and are so weak from lack of

nourishment that they don't even know what is
happening to them.  We have embraced
another god that is being proclaimed and is
thinly disguised to look like the God of the
Bible.  The nation of Judah had changed their
true God for something that was not a god.
We look at them and sometimes think "How
could they do something so foolish?" and yet
we can see that our nation that was founded
on Christian principles and active trust in God
drifted away from God.  For most it was not a
conscious decision but a gradual thing.  After
this sort of drifting goes on long enough, then
we find that we end up running headlong and
headstrong toward destruction.  We, who have
the historical accounts of what happen to
Israel and Judah ought to truly be astonished
that it is happening and that it is happening to
us.  God gave this same message to Judah
through Jeremiah.

God will not sit idly by and let His
people go.  He confronts us with our sin.  He
challenges us to consider the rationality of
what we are doing.  Even the heathen do not
casually change gods.

Jeremiah 2:9-13 "Therefore I bring
charges against you again," declares the
LORD. "And I will bring charges against
your children's children.  Cross over to the
coasts of Kittim and look, send to Kedar
and observe closely; see if there has ever
been anything like this:  Has a nation ever
changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at
all.) But my people have exchanged their
Glory for worthless idols.  Be appalled at
this, O heavens, and shudder with great
horror," declares the LORD.  "My people
have committed two sins: They have
forsaken me, the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns, broken
cisterns that cannot hold water.  
Just as the example of substituting a

cracked pot to hold water rather than getting
fresh water from a fresh free-flowing stream
would make us think that the person who
would do so might just be foolish, even so we
ought to think that a person or a nation that
would abandon the way of the Lord for the
way of the world is also foolish.



Gill’s commentary says that the first sin
is “forsaking God” and the second is “having
dug their own cisterns.”  In other words
abandoned the truth of God and substituted
the philosophies of man.  As a result, they
were weakened and fell prey to the
surrounding nations.  We, as a nation, have
abandoned our Christian heritage and are
drinking polluted water of our own making
(double entendre) or we have adopted Eastern
religions or Islam or some other foolishness.
There is a principle, that people come under
the rule of those whose gods they serve.  This
is what happen to Israel and Judah.

Jeremiah 2:14-19   Is Israel a servant, a
slave by birth? Why then has he become
plunder?  Lions have roared; they have
growled at him. They have laid waste his
land; his towns are burned and deserted.
Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes
have shaved the crown of your head.
Have you not brought this on yourselves
by forsaking the LORD your God when he
led you in the way?  Now why go to Egypt
to drink water from the Shihor? And why
go to Assyria to drink water from the
River?  Your wickedness will punish you;
your backsliding will rebuke you.
Consider then and realize how evil and
bitter it is for you when you forsake the
LORD your God and have no awe of me,"
declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.
These “chosen people” of God had

failed to realize who they were.  They were
not living as kings and priest but was servants
and slaves.  They had made agreements with
Egypt and had been subjected to
embarrassment because of that alliance.  This
a choice they made (they brought it upon
themselves).  

We see another principle at work here
and that our sin have a way of providing the
punishment for having committed that sin.
Examples are not hard to think of.  And all of
this resulted from forsaking God’s way and
not having proper reverence for Him.  

Jeremiah 2:20-22   "Long ago you broke
off your yoke and tore off your bonds; you
said, ‘I will not serve you!’ Indeed, on

every high hill and under every spreading
tree you lay down as a prostitute.  I had
planted you like a choice vine of sound
and reliable stock. How then did you turn
against me into a corrupt, wild vine?
Although you wash yourself with soda and
use an abundance of soap, the stain of
your guilt is still before me," declares the
Sovereign LORD.

 The judgement that comes upon a
nation or an individual is usually a result of a
long term accumulation of unfaithfulness to
God.  It is not usually something that happen
instantaneously.  Also, judgement does not
usually come immediately up the heels of
unfaithfulness.  Before judgement comes, the
cup of iniquity fills up.  God, in His mercy,
does not immediately punish us but gives us a
chance to repent. God always fulfills his
responsibility.  It is our neglect and old nature
that cause the problems.  Human remedy
(education, psycho-analysis, antidepressants,
etc.) can not help the resultant defilement. The
only way guilt can be removed is by the Blood
of the Lamb of God.

Jeremiah 2:23-25  "How can you say, ‘I
am not defiled; I have not run after the
Baals’? See how you behaved in the
valley; consider what you have done. You
are a swift she-camel running here and
there,  a wild donkey accustomed to the
desert, sniffing the wind in her craving—
in her heat who can restrain her? Any
males that pursue her need not tire
themselves; at mating time they will find
her.  Do not run until your feet are bare
and your throat is dry. But you said, ‘It’s
no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go
after them.’

The progression of sin is that we drift
away from God and into areas of temptation.
We then progress to the point that we are
actually pursuing opportunities to sin.  The
progression leads from bad to worse with ever
increasing sinfulness to satisfy the lust of the
carnal nature.

Jeremiah 2:26-28  "As a thief is disgraced
when he is caught, so the house of Israel is



disgraced— they, their kings and their
officials, their priests and their prophets.
They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’
and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ They
have turned their backs to me and not their
faces; yet when they are in trouble, they
say, ‘Come and save us!’  Where then are
the gods you made for yourselves? Let
them come if they can save you when you
are in trouble! For you have as many gods
as you have towns, O Judah.
This passage might be better render:

As a thief ought to be ashamed when he is
caught or convicted, so the house of Israel
should be ashamed.  However, they are not
ashamed: The evidence is that they rely on
other philosophies and principles but will still
call to God to save them when real troubles
come.  There is evidence that the false gods
are not able to deliver, but you still operate by
their principles.  Every group has its own set
of ideas of what is need for salvation or
security or prosperity.  

Jeremiah 2:29-30   "Why do you bring
charges against me? You have all rebelled
against me," declares the LORD.  "In vain
I punished your people; they did not
respond to correction. Your sword has
devoured your prophets like a ravening
lion.
When we are confronted with our sins,

then we should be able to see the senselessness
of what we have been doing.  People often
criticize Christians for being irrational in their
faith; however, nothing is more irrational than
living a life of sin that leads to our own
destruction.  As God tries to draw us back to
Himself, we end up accusing God of being
unfair in His chastisements.  In fact, people
typically attack God’s messengers and attempt
to silence them.

Jeremiah 2:31-37  "You of this generation,
consider the word of the LORD: "Have I
been a desert to Israel or a land of great
darkness? Why do my people say, ‘We are
free to roam; we will come to you no
more’?  Does a maiden forget her jewelry,
a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet my
people have forgotten me, days without

number.  How skilled you are at pursuing
love! Even the worst of women can learn
from your ways.  On your clothes men
find the lifeblood of the innocent poor,
though you did not catch them breaking in.
Yet in spite of all this  you say, ‘I am
innocent; he is not angry with me.’ But I
will pass judgment on you because you
say, ‘I have not sinned.’  Why do you go
about so much, changing your ways? You
will be disappointed by Egypt as you were
by Assyria.  You will also leave that place
with your hands on your head, for the
LORD has rejected those you trust; you
will not be helped by them.
Many Christians think that once they

have made a profession of faith, then they can
live anyway they wish to live.  If they have
truly been born again and the Spirit of God
dwells in them, then the “way they wish to
live” will be in alignment with the will of God.
So in that sense a true Christian can literally
“sin all he wants to” since he does not want to
sin at all.  However, we tend to forget God
and walk in presumption rather than walk in
faith.  We make up our own rules rather than
hear and do what God says.  Some professing
Christians can put the worst crooks to shame
in their ability to be “con artists” and deceitful.
In all these things, they rationalize their
behavior rather than repent of it.  God is
faithful and just to forgive us of our sins if we
confess them as sins and repent of them.  He is
also faithful and just to bring judgement on all
sins that we deny or rationalize.

The testimony of most Christians is
that the “new life in Christ” is superior to their
old life before they met Jesus.  If we drift away
from God and attempt to “skate around the
edge of impropriety” then we will not find
such a life any better than the life of the lost
person.  


