
SUBMIT TO DIVINE DISCIPLINE 
Jeremiah 19:1-6; 21:1-12 

 
 When you hear the term “discipline,” what comes to mind?  Does this idea invoke 
positive or negative feelings?  Let’s consider another word: “undisciplined.”  What kind of 
images does this word produce?  I guess the bottom line is that we don’t particularly embrace the 
rigors of discipline; however, we certainly don’t want to have to deal with the consequences of 
what the lack of discipline produces.  We might be able to conclude the following: 

The cost of discipline is far less than the price that has to be paid for the results of undisciplined behavior.   
 Can you think of any examples that demonstrate the truth of this conclusion?  What about 
drug use that leads to addiction?  What about failure to change the oil in your car?  What about 
promiscuity that leads to debilitating diseases?  What about smoking that results in cancer?  
What about stealing that results in loss of employment or time in prison?  What about gossiping 
that destroys friendships?   
 In chapter 18 of Jeremiah, God sent Jeremiah to the potter’s house to watch and learn.  
The potter was shaping a lump of clay into a vessel to be used.  However, the vessel was not 
working out like he wanted it to, so he started over and reworked the lump to produce another 
vessel.  This process of reworking the clay to “get it right” for shaping is an illustration of God’s 
divine discipline in our lives.  If the problem that caused the potter to rework the vessel had been 
hidden from the potter (if it had not been submitted to the discipline needed to fix the problem), 
then the imperfection could have remained in the formed vessel.  The clay would have then been 
put through the furnace (or maybe dried in the sun) with the result that after coming from the 
kiln, the vessel would have had a hole or a weak spot that would have eventually led to failure.   
 What can the potter do with the vessel at this point?  Can he rework it?  What is it good 
for now?  I think we will see the end result of the failure of Judah to submit to discipline in the 
first part of chapter 19 of Jeremiah.   
 
Spiritual Unfaithfulness 19:1-6 
1 Thus says the LORD, “Go and buy a potter’s earthenware jar, and take some of the elders of the people and some of 
the senior priests. 2 “Then go out to the valley of Ben-hinnom, which is by the entrance of the potsherd gate, and 
proclaim there the words that I tell you, 3 and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold I am about to bring a calamity upon this place, at 
which the ears of everyone that hears of it will tingle. 4 “Because they have forsaken Me and have made this an alien 
place and have burned sacrifices in it to other gods, that neither they nor their forefathers nor the kings of Judah had 
ever known, and because they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent 5 and have built the high places of 
Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, a thing which I never commanded or spoke of, nor did it 
ever enter My mind; 6 therefore, behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when this place will no longer be 
called Topheth or the valley of Ben-hinnom, but rather the valley of Slaughter.  Jeremiah 19:1-6 (NASB95) 
 Those who walk with the Lord are sometimes called upon to confront leaders regarding 
the conduct of the nation.  When Jesus taught, he used parables to dramatize His messages and 
the Old Testament prophets used drama to indelibly impress their message in the minds of 
others.  This passage gives us some insight into the standing of Jeremiah among the leaders of 
Judah and especially those living in Jerusalem.  They did not like him and they opposed his 
message; however, they were willing to attend a meeting that he called.  It was as if they realized 
that what he said was important and that (perhaps) he was speaking for God, but, there was an 
unwillingness to change their behavior that was called for in the messages that Jeremiah 
delivered.  I don’t know if they were hoping that the message was going to change and that 
would make them feel better or what drove them to pay attention to what he said.  It is somewhat 



like the situation today when someone like Billy Graham would make a statement about the 
condition of our nation or if he were to issue a call to return to righteous behavior.  The news 
media would be all over it, but it would be dismissed by nearly everyone as being something 
impractical.  We see this kind of “attention” but noncompliance with statements made by the 
pope regarding abortion or marriage or any number of “moral” issues that our society finds itself 
at odds with the clear teaching of the Bible.  We listen and then do nothing to change the 
direction in which we are headed. 
 The Lord had Jeremiah take the leaders to “scene of the crime.”  In the Valley of Ben 
Hinnom the people had sacrificed to Molech and Baal and had burned their children in the place 
called Topheth (fire stove). 
 Jeremiah told them that the Valley would have its name changed to the Valley of 
Slaughter.  In the New Testament times it was known as Gehenna which is translated “hell” in 
the King James Version.  After the exile it was the place where the refuse of the city was dumped 
-- an awful place.  This is what happens to a place of beauty that is misused for sin.  Sin can turn 
a heaven into a hell.  
 The gate that led to this area was called the “Potters Gate” or “Potsherd Gate.”  Some 
commentators note that since this was on the south side of the city, potters would bring their 
molded clay vessels there to dry in the hot sunlight.  Others have noted that it was an area that 
was characterized by pieces of broken pottery (potsherds) that were discarded because of 
imperfections or had been broken during normal use.  In verse 10, we can see that Jeremiah 
shattered the bottle he brought with him to the meeting with the elders to demonstrate what was 
going to happen to Judah since they had refused to repent.  The elders and the priests would long 
remember the sound and sight of the clay jar being shattered.  God, in His mercy, repeats his 
warnings of judgment before it arrives.  
 
Spiritual Blindness 21:1-5 
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur the son of Malchijah, 
and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah, saying, 2 “Please inquire of the LORD on our behalf, for 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is warring against us; perhaps the LORD will deal with us according to all His 
wonderful acts, so that the enemy will withdraw from us.” 3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “You shall say to Zedekiah 
as follows: 4 ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel, “Behold, I am about to turn back the weapons of war which are in 
your hands, with which you are warring against the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans who are besieging you 
outside the wall; and I will gather them into the center of this city. 5 “I Myself will war against you with an 
outstretched hand and a mighty arm, even in anger and wrath and great indignation.  Jeremiah 21:1-5 (NASB95) 
 The chapter sequences in the Book of Jeremiah do not always follow the chronology of 
the events.  The events recorded in Chapter 21 occurred close to the time of the fall of Judah and 
would fit chronologically between Chapters 37 and 38.  The Babylonians were literally outside 
the walls of the city.  Zedekiah sent two important people to ask for Jeremiah’s help.  After all 
the criticism and grief that were heaped upon Jeremiah by those in the government and those in 
the religious community, this meeting was somewhat of a vindication of Jeremiah’s message.  It 
was certainly a recognition on the part of those in charge that Jeremiah was a true prophet of 
God.   
 The request was simply enough and it was that Jeremiah would pray that God would 
intervene on the behalf of Jerusalem in the same way He did in the past when their enemies 
surrounded them.  There were a number of situations in their history that gave them confidence 
that God could rescue them.  The request was essentially asking that God do for them what He 
had done for Jerusalem during the reign of Hezekiah when the city was surrounded by the 
Assyrians.   



 The answer to their request came immediately from the Lord through Jeremiah.  Not only 
was there a rejection of their request for a miracle, God also stated His position was not just 
neutral but was taking action against them.  This opposition would take the form of having their 
weapons fail them and actually be used against them.  This is like having that on which you are 
relying for your security becoming a threat to your well-being.   
 Can you think of situations in today’s world that the resources upon which we are relying 
could become a threat to us?  Do you remember the scare that happened with the approach of the 
year 2000?  There were all kinds of dire predictions of failure of the economy, the electrical grid, 
the supply of water, food, etc.  Many people stockpiled bottled water, canned foods, gasoline, 
batteries, etc.  They were putting their confidence in these things as protection against shortages.  
Having these “resources” turn against you would be like having the gasoline supply catch on fire 
and burn down your house, or the canned foods being contaminated with botulism that makes 
you sick.   
 The end of verse four regarding gathering “them” in the midst of the city could refer to 
having  the weapons confiscated and piled up in the city or it could simply mean that the 
Chaldeans would come into the midst of the city.  Either scenario would not be good.   
 The significant difference in what was happening at this time in the history of Israel 
compared to what had happened before is seen in the words that God Himself would war against 
them in anger, wrath and great indignation.  John Gill’s observation regarding this verse is that 
“this was not the chastisement of a father, but the rebuke of an enemy; not a correction in love, 
but in hot displeasure; a punishment inflicted in vindictive wrath by a righteous Judge, appearing 
in a warlike manner.”  In Romans 8:31, Paul asks the question, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?”  Here in Jeremiah we see implied the converse of this question that needed to be 
answered and that is “If God be against us, who can help us?” 
 
Severe Discipline   21:6-10 
6 “I will also strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they will die of a great pestilence. 7 “Then 
afterwards,” declares the LORD, “I will give over Zedekiah king of Judah and his servants and the people, even those 
who survive in this city from the pestilence, the sword and the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and into the hand of their foes and into the hand of those who seek their lives; and he will strike them 
down with the edge of the sword. He will not spare them nor have pity nor compassion.” ’ 8 “You shall also say to 
this people, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death. 9 “He who dwells 
in this city will die by the sword and by famine and by pestilence; but he who goes out and falls away to the 
Chaldeans who are besieging you will live, and he will have his own life as booty. 10 “For I have set My face against 
this city for harm and not for good,” declares the LORD. “It will be given into the hand of the king of Babylon and he 
will burn it with fire.” ’  Jeremiah 21:6-10 (NASB95)  
 In these five verses Jeremiah described how God’s anger, wrath and great indignation 
would come to pass.  The first thing was described as a pestilence which has an implication of a 
divine disease – something that God would send upon them as punishment for their sins.  The 
nature of this disease is not elaborated on in the Scriptures and most commentaries do not 
address what this might have been except to speculate that it was likely something that would be 
expected from overcrowding of people and animals when proper sanitary practices could not be 
used.  Those who survived the plague would face the sword and famine.  Those who did not die 
of these would be delivered into the control of the Babylonians.   
 Jeremiah warned the people that the only way they could expect to live was to surrender 
to the Chaldeans.  This was seen as treasonous by many.  Many still thought that they could 
survive in face of the overwhelming strength of the enemy.  That would have been a good 
assumption if it were not for the fact that God had decided to fight against them because of their 



continued rejection of Him and His way.  If the people had followed in the faithfulness of 
Hezekiah, then they could have had some basis for thinking that God would come to their 
assistance as had happened in the past history of their nation.  It is somewhat astonishing to me 
that we continue to ask God to bless our nation when our nation is running away from and 
rejecting God’s way in every area of life.   
 
Social Injustice 21:11-12 
11 “Then say to the household of the king of Judah, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, 12 O house of David, thus says the 
LORD: “Administer justice every morning; And deliver the person who has been robbed from the power of his 
oppressor, That My wrath may not go forth like fire And burn with none to extinguish it, Because of the evil of their 
deeds.  Jeremiah 21:11-12 (NASB95) 
 As we read the message regarding injustice against the people who cannot protect 
themselves (the poor and the weak) it seems like a contradiction of what Jeremiah had just 
proclaimed as the judgment that was coming upon Judah.  It almost seems as if he is telling the 
king that if he would repent and start treating everyone fairly rather than letting the weak and the 
helpless be oppressed by those who could bribe judges and officials, then that action would stop 
the coming wrath that was going to burn like fire.  The key to understanding this message is to 
realize that the tense of the verb “to say” in verse 12 is “perfect tense” which expresses a 
completed action.  Thus a more proper reading of this verse is “O house of David, thus SAID the 
Lord:” God, in the past, had already given them instructions of what to do and IF they had been 
obedient, then His wrath would not need to go forth like fire because their deeds would have 
been righteous and NOT evil.   
 We are beginning to hear a lot in the political arena about social justice and much of this 
present-day version of social justice takes the form of the government playing the role of Robin 
Hood by taking resources from those who have and dispensing part of what is taken to those who 
have needs.  If such actions lead to dependency on the state rather than helping a person to 
become a productive member of the social unit, then these attempts to create justice becomes like 
weapons that are used against those who have the weapons.  We should realize that, if the motive 
is in error, then that which was intended for a person’s welfare will become a trap (Psalms 
69:22).  The unintended consequence of providing a free lunch is that a person becomes soft and 
flabby and the lack of activity (work) that should be required to earn the resources to pay for the 
lunch results in poor physical condition that leads to a reduced quality of life.  The unintended 
consequence of assistance with no expectation of responsibility is lack of motivation and a loss 
of any meaningful purpose in life other than to try to get more “free stuff” that assures even more 
entanglements or snares and loss of freedom.    


