
KEEP YOUR BEHAVIOR IN LINE 
Jeremiah 22:13-21 

 
 How important is having a good reputation?  Reputation is simply what others 
think about us or how people characterize another person.  Usually there are a couple of 
main descriptors that are used to characterize another person and these can be positive or 
negative.  Some might be characterized as being hard workers.  Others might be thought 
of as unreliable.  Other descriptions come to mind such as honest, untruthful, kind, mean, 
compassionate, cruel, smart, dumb, generous, stingy, happy, sad, wise, and foolish.  
Sometimes we have mixed impressions about a person.  Some people have a reputation 
of being very intelligent but may not have a lot of common sense.  Some may be very 
capable but not very trustworthy.   
 Why is it important to have a good reputation?  A bad credit rating is just one 
example of a reputation issue that can have a lot of impact on your life.  A criminal 
record is sort of a “permanent” reputation issue.  Convicted sex offenders have their 
names published and most of us would avoid being around such people.  A good 
reputation, on the other hand, opens doors and provides a lot of opportunities that can be 
beneficial.    
 
What Are You Building Your Reputation On?  22:13-14 
13 “Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness And his upper rooms without justice, Who uses his 
neighbor’s services without pay And does not give him his wages, 14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a roomy house 
With spacious upper rooms, And cut out its windows, Paneling it with cedar and painting it bright red.’  Jeremiah 
22:13-14 (NASB95) 

 This chapter is a series of messages that were directed to the sons of Josiah and to 
the people of Judah.  The first part of the chapter appears to be general warning of the 
pending fall of the nation and outlines the reasons for the destruction that was to come 
upon the Jews.  The message was likely given during the time the Jehoiakim but starts 
out without naming a particular king.  Jeremiah told them what God had already said 
regarding His requirements for kings and the servants of the kings and the general 
population.  This requirement was not some ritualistic esoteric mystery.  It was simply to 
treat people fairly and don’t take advantage of anyone, especially those who cannot 
defend themselves.  God’s message through Jeremiah went on to predict what people 
would say about them after the destruction that was about to come upon them.  People 
would say that they had failed to follow the covenant that God had made with them and 
they, instead, followed after other gods.   
 Jehoiakim had become king of Judah in a somewhat convoluted manner.  
Following the death of Josiah, the people wanted his younger brother (Jehoahaz) to be 
king and he was given the position.  Within three months, the Egyptian Pharaoh reversed 
that decision and took him away to Egypt where he eventually died.  They then installed 
Jehoiakim as king but he was subject to Pharaoh during the early part of his eleven-year 
reign and then was subject to the Babylonians during the later part of his time as king.  
He knew that he was simply a puppet and did not have any real authority and power 
except in his own little world.   



 In an effort to boost his own morale, he went on a mission to do things that would 
suggest that he was a person of real importance by acquiring the sort of things that 
important and powerful people might have.  In that day, the powerful people would have 
big houses and large estates.  When people saw the size of the house, they would assume 
that someone important lived there.  So he undertook a project to have a big house that 
was more impressive than any other dwelling around and greater than previous kings had.  
No expense was spared and since he did more than he could afford, those who worked on 
the project did not get paid.   
 This would be like some pompous person building a castle in our area that was so 
gaudy and expensive that he could not make the payments on the mortgage and no one 
else could afford to buy it so the bank is left with an overpriced, garish house that hurts 
the bank stockholders.   
 The message here is that if you really want to impress people, then let it be done 
with building your life (house) based on things of true value such as righteousness, 
justice, fairness, generosity, purity, peace, joy, and patience. 
 The spirit of materialism drives people to obtain more and more things that are of 
less and less usefulness (true value).  It briefly satisfies our carnally motivated pride and 
then begs for more things.  It impresses us and other people but does not impress God.  
We know from 1 Samuel 16:7 that people are impressed with the external and outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.  So if we know the Lord and know what is 
important to Him, then a wise person would make choices that would please Him.   
 
What Does It Mean to Know the Lord?  22:15-17 
15 “Do you become a king because you are competing in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink And do justice and 
righteousness? Then it was well with him. 16 “He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; Then it was well. Is not 
that what it means to know Me?” Declares the LORD. 17 “But your eyes and your heart Are intent only upon your 
own dishonest gain, And on shedding innocent blood And on practicing oppression and extortion.”  Jeremiah 22:15-
17 (NASB95) 

 The first part of verse 15 asks if Jehoiakim thought that his purpose in being king 
of Judah was to build a more lavish house than anyone had built before.  Some 
commentators interpret this question to imply that Jehoiakim thought that a bigger house 
was his security from harm.  My guess is that it was more related to his ego needs rather 
than to his concern for safety.  He was trying to outdo his father (and everyone else) in 
having a posh palace.   
 This tendency to outdo the previous generation in material wealth is prevalent 
today.  It was an expectation that most of us had as we grew up in the culture of our time.  
We tend to measure success in life by a number of different status symbols such as 
having a larger house, the latest style in clothing, a brand-new car, belonging to the right 
clubs, and having the right hobbies.  These things do not make us a better person or truly 
successful in life.  Those who are successful (and are judged by God as such) are those 
who do justly, love mercy (help the poor and needy) and humbly walk with God. 
 In the case of the sons of Josiah, it was not that they did not have a good example 
to follow.  Josiah was an excellent example of a life pleasing to God.  In the area of 
material things, he had taken care of the basics – he had food and drink and having 



satisfied those, then he worked on what was important to God – justice and righteousness.  
Because he did this, he was blessed by God – “it was well with him.”  Justice and 
righteousness found expression in his life by his actions in being an advocate for those 
who were not able to help themselves.  Because he did these deeds of kindness, he was 
blessed by God.  
 Why is it people try to outdo each other in the meaningless things in life and we 
don’t try to outdo each other in being kind and merciful and tenderhearted?  Could it be 
that we do not really understand the character of God?  Whom are we trying to emulate?  
We talk about letting Christ be seen in us.  That’s not going to happen if we are acting 
like the devil and imitating him.  This was exactly what was happening with Jehoiakim.  
He was self-indulgent. 
 
What Are the Consequences of Self-Indulgence?  22:18-19 
18 Therefore thus says the LORD in regard to Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, “They will not lament for 
him: ‘Alas, my brother!’ or, ‘Alas, sister!’ They will not lament for him: ‘Alas for the master!’ or, ‘Alas for his 
splendor!’ 19 “He will be buried with a donkey’s burial, Dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.  
Jeremiah 22:18-19 (NASB95) 

 In Stephen Covey’s book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, habit two is 
“begin with the end in mind.”  Covey suggested that we might think in terms of being 
able to hear what people would be saying about us and our life as they passed by our 
casket.  What kind of lasting reputation or legacy was Jehoiakim building for himself?  
Since he was apparently totally self-centered, then no one would be sorry that he was 
gone.  No one mourns the loss of a tyrant or a person who always was looking out for 
himself.  In this sense, the historical perspective (evaluation of people) agrees with God’s 
judgment on those who are self-indulgent. 
 It turns out that he was not even given a decent burial.  In fact, Jeremiah’s 
prophecy was that he would have the same burial as a donkey would get, namely, he shall 
be left out in the desert for the buzzards to clean up.  The fulfillment of this prophecy is 
not recorded in the Scriptural record.  Second Chronicles 36:6 states that 
“Nebuchadnezzar bound him in fetters to carry him to Babylon”; however, nothing is 
mentioned of what happened to him.  The prophecy here was somewhat confirmed in 
Jeremiah 36:30 which states that his body would be cast out into the heat of the day and 
frost of the night.  What likely happened was that he was killed by Nebuchadnezzar, who 
changed his purpose of taking him to Babylon and left him unburied outside Jerusalem. 
 
Is Your Behavior In Line?  22:20-21 
20 “Go up to Lebanon and cry out, And lift up your voice in Bashan; Cry out also from Abarim, For all your lovers 
have been crushed. 21 “I spoke to you in your prosperity; But you said, ‘I will not listen!’ This has been your practice 
from your youth, That you have not obeyed My voice.  Jeremiah 22:20-21 (NASB95) 

 The first question that was posed had to do with what we are building our 
reputation on.  Another related question would be “what are we relying on for security or 
simply what are we trusting in?”  It doesn’t take a lot of thought to figure out that 
material possessions can be destroyed in a very short time.  There have been devastating 
earthquakes, tornados, hurricanes and wildfires in the news of late that show how fragile 



houses and even the basic infrastructure are to natural phenomena.  Fortunes can be lost 
by being victimized by the collapse of the financial markets or sovereign debt issues.  
Many of the things or systems in which we put our confidence can fail and we may find 
ourselves in a terrible situation.   
 In the case of Judah, they had built alliances with some of the nations that were in 
their area of the world because there were common threats to their security.  Interestingly, 
God viewed such alliances as unfaithfulness or lack of trust in Him since they are 
referred to as “lovers” with whom Judah had defiled herself.   
 Walvoord and Zuck have noted that God had warned Jerusalem of the 
consequences of disobedience when she felt secure, but she refused to listen.  Now it was 
too late and they could only watch in sorrow as those upon whom they trusted were 
powerless to help.  All these former allies had fallen to the Babylonians also.  A lesson to 
be learned here is that it is what you do when you don’t have to, that makes all the 
difference when it is too late.   
 Can you think of examples that confirm the need to make right choices when we 
have choices to make?  Some examples might be whether or not we eat a healthy diet, 
whether we smoke or not, whether to be obedient to God’s expectation regarding sex, 
whether we plan ahead with savings versus spending all you have and more, etc.   
 Externally, we must carefully choose those with whom we make alliances.  Judah, 
who was supposed to be God’s people, had allied herself with the pagan nations and was 
trusting in these relationships for security.  These relationships were wrong in that they 
were yoked together with pagan nations, and the fact that these were an object of trust 
made it doubly wrong.   
 Internally, we must carefully choose those to whom we listen as advisers.  If we 
allow godless men to be our shepherds, then their advice will harm us rather than help us.  
Listening to bad advice will result in bad behavior.  Bad behavior results in a bad 
outcome or even death.   
 
 


