
FOLLOW ORDERS 
Jeremiah 42:1-10,18-22;43:2 

 
 Most of us have had some exposure to com puters and have experienced the frustration of 
trying to type in a com plicated web site address into the browser that can take you to various 
places on the internet.  If you do not get it exactly right, then you either wind up in the wrong  
place or (more usual) no place.  This m ay be an extreme case of where following orders is sup er 
critical to being successful.  I do  a little “outdoor” cooking on the grill or in a smoker and I have 
found that I don’t have to be exact in the tim ing or the temperature, but it helps to be close if the  
final product is going to be tasty.  We used to  bake homemade light bread in a so-called bread 
machine.  A lot of what was done was preprogram ed but we found that m inor variations in the 
amount of certain ingredients m ade a big difference in produci ng “light” bread versus “heavy” 
bread.  This was another case wh ere following orders or adhering  to the direction s was very  
important.   
 I have acquired som e used equipm ent and tools and whe n I f irst used them, it was 
obvious why the previous owner sold them .  They would not work because they did not have it 
set up correctly.  It was pretty obvious that they had not read the instructions.  You’ve heard the 
saying “When all else fails, read th e instructions or directions.”  When you have a tool or som e 
equipment, it is m ost helpful (if not essential) to  have the owner’s m anual in order to use what 
you have effectively.  The sam e thing is true in  our life experiences.  If we will read th e 
directions or familiarize ourselves with the manufacturer’s manual on life (the Bible), things will 
work out much better than just trying to do it by trial and error.   
 It is a sad thing to observe som eone who has read the owner’s m anual of an appliance  
and then they do the opposite of what it says ou ght to be done.  Unfortunately, this happens all 
the time in the conduct of our lives.  We will know what the Bible teaches and then do something 
contrary to what it tells us.  This is a good summ ation of the practice of the Israelites from  the 
time they cam e out of Egypt until the present tim e.  It was certainly true during the tim e of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy an d even cont inued with those who were left  in Judah after most of the 
Jews had been carried away to Babylon.    
 Jeremiah was left in Judah along with others  and it turned out that his fellow countryme n 
and others in the area w ere still doing things that would get them into trouble.  The Babylonians  
left many of the Jews in  a town n amed Mispah.  They set up a m an named Gedaliah to be the 
leader and he tried to get those w ho had been left to settle down and be cooperative with the  
Babylonians.  That effort fe ll on deaf ears and a group led by an Ammonite named Ishm ael 
assassinated Gedaliah and took som e other Jews  captive with the intent to go live am ong the 
Ammonites.  Then a group of Je ws heard about this tragedy and intervened.  They rescued those 
who were being held captive but Ishm ael and hi s gang escaped to the Ammoni tes.  It then  
occurred to these Jews they would likely have to  answer to the Babylonians for what had been 
done.  That caused a bit of a panic and they started to leave Judah to seek refuge in Egypt.   
 
Seeking the Lord’s Guidance in Panic – 42:1-6   
1 Then all the commanders of the forces, Johanan the son of Kareah, Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people 
both small and great approached 2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Please let our petition come before you, and 
pray for us to the LORD your God, that is for all this remnant; beca use we are left but a few out of many, as your 
own eyes now see us, 3 that the LORD your God may tell us the way in which we should walk and the thing that we 
should do.” 4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard you. Behold, I am going to pray to the LORD 
your God in accordance with your words; and I will tell you the whole message which the LORD will answer you. I 
will not keep back a word from you.” 5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the L ORD be a true and faithful witness 



against us if we do not act in accordance with the whole message with whic h the LORD your God will send you to 
us. 6 “Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will listen to the voice of the LORD our God to whom we are sending 
you, so that it may go well with us when we listen to the voice of the LORD our God.”  Jeremiah 42:1-6 (NASB95) 
  What an absolute mess.  You’ve heard the sa ying that if they didn’t have bad luck, they 
wouldn’t have any luck at  all.  This situation had gone from bad to worse and it was still going 
downhill.  It was bad en ough that the nation of Judah had been destroyed and m any had died by 
the sword, f amine, and pestilence.  Most of the survivors had been m arched off to Babylon 
where they would spend the next seventy years.  The re mnant left in Judah was now in a full-
blown panic for fear of losing their lives and they we re on their way to E gypt to try to escape 
their worst fears.  As an afterthought, they decided to check with God’ s prophet as to what they 
should do.   
 If we look at our nation today, we are over our heads in the depth of the national debt and 
we commissioned a group of experts to tell us wh at to do to get out of the m ess we are in.  I 
don’t know that any of thos e on the commission sought the Lord’s wisdom in this matter, but at 
least advice was sought.  W e could give som e credit to the comm anders of the group of the 
residual Jews in that they did ask for some advice in the midst of their flight to Egypt.   
 They had two requests.  The first was “the way in which we should walk” which could be 
related to the general co nduct of life in the tim es in which they lived but was likely a question 
about where they should go as they left Judah.  The second was “what action should we take ” 
which was direc ted to the spe cific action they  needed to take as the y traveled to this  new 
location.  T hey had already m ade the m ajor decision about leaving, the only thing they were 
concerned about now was where to go and what to do along the way.   
 Can you think of situations where a person se eks to know what God would have them  do 
and they are two or three steps past where they should have asked for direction?   This is like a 
person who has made a decision that to get out of financial problems, he needs to rob a bank.  He 
then prays for direction as to which bank he should rob and for protection as does it.      
  Apparently, the instructions that God gave Jeremiah to no longer pray for the people had 
applied to the nation before  the destruction by the force of Ne buchnezzar.  Jeremiah agreed to 
pray and ask God what they wanted to know, but he  warned them that they may get more of an 
answer than they wanted to hear.  In Jeremiah’s words, “I will tell you the whole message.”  
 Many people want to know what God would ha ve them do.  If we listen carefully, then 
we can hear people praying this sam e request for God to t ell them what to do even today.  I 
believe this is a legitimate request since God wants us to kn ow His will for our lives.  If we ask, 
then He will tell us what we should do.  In fact, He has already revealed much of His will to us in 
His word. 
 The words of the people to Jerem iah about how they would respond to God’s answer are 
similar to what the child ren of Israel told Moses regarding the commandments of God and what 
they told Joshua when he was giving them  his farewell address (Joshua 24:20-21).  W e begin 
with the greatest and best of intentions and we think that we can do whatever God tells us to do.  
We could make the argument that we can do what He commands IF (and this is a big “if”) we are 
fully trusting in Him.  If we are trus ting in ourselves and our own strength and wisdom, then we 
can never be successful in such obedience.   
 
Receiving an Unpopular Response – 42:7-10 
7 Now at the end of ten days the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8 Then he called for Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the commanders of the forces that were with him, and for all the people both small and great, 9 and said to 
them, “Thus says the L ORD the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition before Him: 10 ‘If you 
will indeed stay in this land, then I will build you up and not tear you down, and I will plant you and not uproot you; 



for I will relent concerning the calamity that I have inflicted on you.  Jeremiah 42:7-10 (NASB95) 
 The first thing we should notice is that when we deal with God, it is on His timetable.  It 
was ten days later that God provided an answer in response to the questions they had asked.  W e 
often want instantaneous answer s to our prayers.  Often, when  we do not get an imm ediate 
answer, then we conclude that God did not answer our prayer. 
 The second thing to notice is that the reply that God sent was NOT just a sim ple answer 
to their questions, but was the truth of the situation the people were in at that time.  God’s word 
to them was clear and was full of hope.  All that was left was for the people to simply obey what 
God had said.  The people want to know “where” they were to go.  God’s answer was that they 
were NOT to go anywhere.  In the simplest terms, God told them that if they would stay in Judah 
(trusting in God to provide for their needs and protection), then things would go well for them 
(they would be built up and not torn down, etc.).  If they c hoose to follow their o wn wisdom, 
then they would be deceiving themselves.   
 
Warning About Self-Deception – 42:18-22 
18 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “As M y anger and wrath have been poured out on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so My wrath  will be poured out on you when you enter Egypt. And you will become a 
curse, an object of horror, an imprecation and a reproach; and you will see th is place no more.” 19 The LORD has 
spoken to you, O rem nant of Ju dah, “Do not go into Egypt!” You should clearly understand that today I have  
testified against you. 20 For you have only deceived yourselves; for it is you who sent me to the LORD your God, 
saying, “Pray for us to the LORD our God; and whatever the LORD our God says, tell us so, and we will do it.” 21 So I 
have told you today, but you have not obeyed the LORD your God, even in whatever He has sent me to tell you. 22 

Therefore you should now clearly understand that you will die by the sword, by famine and by pestilence, in the 
place where you wish to go to reside.  Jeremiah 42:18-22 (NASB95) 
 The problem of going to Egypt was that such action was evidence of their lack of trust in 
the Lord’s provision for them .  The violation of the Sabbath years that resulted in seventy years 
of exile from their homeland was a result of not trusting in God’s provision.  The observance of a 
Sabbath of rest began with the provision of m anna and the people were to not gather m anna on 
the seventh day.  This was a trust issue in that  God would provide what they needed for that 
seventh day and, therefore, they would not need to work.  The same issue was on the table when 
they were to not plant crops ever y seventh year.  Could they trus t God to provide for them  even 
if they did not work to plant and harvest?  T he evidence is tha t they did not tru st in God to 
provide and they simply ignored the “Sabbath year” and went about business as usual.  They had 
still not learned the lesson of trust and we know that without faith it is impossible to please God.   
 The very things they hoped to avoid by fleei ng to Egypt (fam ine, sword and pestilence)  
were the exact thing s they were going to encounter by putting th eir trust in Egy pt rather than 
putting their trus t in the Lord.  We could also m ake the argum ent that they feared th e 
Babylonians more than they feared God.  Can you think of situations today, where people find it 
easier to trust in man-made solutions rather than in God’s provision and where people fear other 
people or certain people more than they f ear God?  Examples: People will lie abo ut what they 
have done to avoid civil or crim inal penalties and they do not think of the eternal consequences 
of lying.  Politicians may help pass a law that is cont rary to the precepts of  the Kingdom of God 
because they fear they will not be  reelected if they take a stand that is not popular.   Sometimes 
people will fail to have an adequate witness for Christ because they think it might offend others.  
 We have a tendency to fear people rather than  to fear God.  Our fear  of others will often 
cause us to disobey that which we know to be God’s w ill for our lives.  God has prom ised 
provision and protection for all who will obey Him and it is a lack of trust that causes us to look 
for other solutions and methods.   



 We cannot escape our fears by seeking securi ty in the way of the world.  In fact, by 
removing ourselves from  God’s protective cover ( by being disobedient), then the very thing we 
fear will co me upon us.  W e who know what God would have us do will be held m ore 
accountable than those who are ignorant of His word.   
 
Rejecting the Lord’s Guidance – 43:2 
2 Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the arrogant m en said to Jeremiah, “You are 
telling a lie! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘You are not to enter Egypt to reside there’;  Jeremiah 43:2 
(NASB95) 
 Most people, today, do not go to the local prophet and ask what God would have the m 
do.  They will sometimes seek advice from a coworker or a friend regarding a difficult situation 
in their lives.  Sometimes the answer to their problem is that they need to repent and trust God 
for His salvation and provision.  Many tim es when such advice is given, th e response will be 
something that makes the argument that the Bible is outdated and it is just what som e person 
thought.  They will argue that the Bible is not God’s word.   
 This is essentially the sam e response that Jeremiah got from those who were in a panic 
just ten days before this tim e.  They were al ready fixated on going to E gypt and they were not 
about to be dissuaded.   
 We must guard against being so  in love with our own ideas that we fail to follow God’s 
direction for our lives.   W e can also f ind that we will hear a par ticular interpretation of a 
Scripture passage and not be open to any cont radiction of that inte rpretation found in the 
Scriptures.  For exam ple, some Christians b elieve that you have to be baptized to be saved.  
Some people believe that if you don’t do good works that you can  lose your salvation.  Som e 
people think that walking down the aisle and praying a prescribed prayer is what being saved is 
all about.    
 It is a sad commentary that the theme song that would describe the life of some is “I Did 
It My Way” rather than “Trust and Obey.”   
 


