
WHAT DO I DO NOW? 
Job 31:5-6, 9-10, 13-17, 24-30, 33-34 

 

 I was recently watching a TV discussion group in which an atheist was asked if he 

thought the world would be a better place if all those who professed to follow Islam were to 

become Christians.  He was rather reluctant to give an answer, but finally conceded that the 

world would be much better.  An obvious larger question is “does it matter what you believe?”  

What are the behaviors that are distinctive about living by Godly ethical principles?   

 We find in Chapter 31 of this significant poem Job’s final defense of his integrity is in the 

form of a negative confession.  In these verses we can learn somewhat of the thought process that 

Job had developed over the years of his life that resulted in the lifestyle that was described by 

God as being “perfect and upright, fearing God and turning away from evil.”  Such a lifestyle 

does not happen “accidently” but is a result of careful thought and predetermination of what the 

likely outcome would be as a result of making certain choices.  If we know the likely outcome of 

a choice, then it would be wise to go with the choices that yield the best or most favorable 

outcomes.   

 In the initial verses of this chapter, we find a statement by Job that shows the great insight 

he had with regard to what influences what we think about and how it impacts our character, the 

ultimate justice of God and the fact that nothing is hidden from God.  As a result of this insight, 

Job had predetermined some things that he would not do.  Knowing that what we see, hear, or 

read enters into our minds and plants a seed that can grow to produce certain actions, Job had 

made a covenant with his eyes that he would avoid looking at things that might entice him to 

commit a sinful practice.  Job apparently already knew what Jesus taught about the dangers of 

looking upon a woman with lust as evidenced by what he said in verse one.  “I have made a 

covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze at a virgin?”  The word “gaze” is actually “think 

about” and the implication would be to think lustfully about a young woman.  The place to put a 

stop to the potential problem is in the act of looking.     

 In denying doing anything wrong, Job acknowledged that he knew the likely 

consequences of sinful behavior and that God holds people accountable.  Therefore, it is 

important and prudent to be honest and faithful, fair and merciful, to avoid being materialistic, 

and to be compassionate and understanding. 

 

Be Honest and Faithful – 31:5-10 
5 

“If I have walked with falsehood, And my foot has hastened after deceit, 
6 

Let Him weigh me with accurate scales, 

And let God know my integrity. 
7 
“If my step has turned from the way, Or my heart followed my eyes, Or if any spot 

has stuck to my hands, 
8 

Let me sow and another eat, And let my crops be uprooted. 
9 

“If my heart has been enticed 

by a woman, Or I have lurked at my neighbor’s doorway, 
10 

May my wife grind for another, And let others kneel 

down over her.  Job 31:5-10 (NASB95) 
 In verse five we see parallelism in that “walking with falsehood” and “hastening after 

deceit” are essentially the same idea.  In addition to the implied sinful behavior (lying) there is 

also an element of hypocrisy mentioned.  Many live their lives by scheming and cheating and 

trying to avoid having their actions discovered.  Most make the mistake of thinking that if their 

neighbors or their employer or the police don’t know what is being done, then they have gotten 

away with something.  Job realized that the only One that matters in such situations is God and 

He has an accurate standard by which all that we do is measured.  Not only does God know what 

we do, He also knows our heart’s intent in such matters.  This knowledge of our intent is 

important in that we may unintentionally harm someone and that behavior is viewed in a 



different light than when we deliberately harm another person.    

 Job then starting listing ways in which we might sin that could result in discipline or 

retribution upon us.  The first thing he mentioned in verse seven looks very much like what he 

stated in verse five.  So this may be another example of parallelism in the poem.  The basic 

concern is wandering off the correct path either by carelessness or rebelliousness.  This raises the 

question of “how do we know what is the correct path?”  The standard Sunday School answer is 

that we find this in the word of God.  That is a good answer; however, Job did not have “the 

Bible.”  How could he know what was good and what was evil?  In Romans 1:17-20 Paul wrote 

that the revelation of God’s righteous was clearly given in the gospel account; however, the 

wrath of God against unrighteousness can be seen in the creation itself.  In addition, the invisible 

attributes of God that are evident in nature can be discerned by humans (that is what we describe 

as our conscience) and that we really have no excuse for straying off the path.  Most cultures 

have the basic essentials covered in their stated life principles of what constitutes acceptable 

behavior.   

 We see what may be the cause of wandering off the path and that is that we lose focus by 

taking our eyes off the goal.  An unfocused or undisciplined eye can encounter enticements that 

can result in the “heart” (the essence of who we are) getting off course.  We see the sequence of 

what happens.  First the eyes wander which can lead to the heart wandering which will (if left 

unchecked) result in wrong action or deeds which can result in blemishes on our character since 

we are generally known by what we do more than by who we really are.   

 The initial context of the arena of the correct path on which we should walk seems to be 

in commerce or business dealings with others.  We first pick up a hint of this in the mention of 

being weighed with accurate scales in verse six.  In that day, one way to cheat another person 

was to adjust the scales used to weigh what was being purchased in the marketplace.  The just 

retribution in such a case would be loss of wealth that might occur if someone stole from you by 

harvesting your crops or even by vandalizing your business as indicated by uprooting what you 

had planted.   

 If a person in Job’s day were asked to describe the main areas of his life, then he would 

probably tell you about his business (job) and his family.  So it is not surprising that Job would 

include both these major areas in his defense of his integrity.  If retribution for stealing or 

cheating in one’s business is that someone would steal from or cheat us, then retribution for 

violating someone else’s wives would be that something similar might happen to your family.  

One of the questions I have heard people ask someone who was caught to be engaged in child 

pornography was “how would feel if someone did that to your child?”   

 Essentially, Job was saying that he realized that if he had harmed others by bad behavior, 

then he could expect to be treated in a similar way and that by committing the sin he was saying 

that it was OK for himself and his family to be harmed.  If anyone were to be presented with 

such a conscious choice, then we would expect to see greater morality in the lives of everyone.   

  

Be Fair and Merciful – 31:13-17 
13 

“If I have despised the claim of my male or female slaves When they filed a complaint against me, 
14 

What then 

could I do when God arises? And when He calls me to account, what will I answer Him? 
15 

“Did not He who made 

me in the womb make him, And the same one fashion us in the womb? 
16 

“If I have kept the poor from their desire, 

Or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 
17 

Or have eaten my morsel alone, And the orphan has not shared it   

Job 31:13-17 (NASB95) 
 While business (or job) and family are the two main arenas of life, it is important to treat 

people in a proper way in our interpersonal relationships in whatever situation or arena we may 



find ourselves.  One of the areas where abuse can happen is in the master-slave or employer-

employee relationships.  Problems in this usually result from an imbalance of power or control in 

the relationship and a failure to realize that since God is NOT a respecter of a person’s status in 

life, then we should not make such a distinction either.  

 Job apparently already knew the general truth that God will allow people to set the 

criteria for the way He will interact with each one of us.  You may recall that Jesus reminded His 

disciples (after He shared information regarding prayer) that God will forgive us our trespasses 

in the same way that we forgive others of their trespasses against us.  That is one of the most 

sobering truths in all of the Scriptures.  When Job would stand before God in the judgment, he 

wanted to make sure that the verdict that would be rendered (for him) would be based on grace 

and mercy and he conducted himself in that same way when he found himself in decision making 

roles with regard to people whose lives were under his control.   

 We see in verse 15 a statement that, if believed and adopted in the lives of people, would 

essentially do away with most interpersonal abuse problems such as slavery, bullying, terrorism, 

and a host of other issues that stem from a failure to recognize the rights of others.  The fact that 

slavery was a way of life in the 1800's in our nation was because of a general acceptance of the 

idea that slaves were less than human and it was OK to use them as one might treat a horse or an 

ox.  This same failure to realize that an unborn child is a human being (made in the image of 

God) from the point of conception is what allows a large segment of the world’s population to 

think it is OK to abort millions of pregnancies every year.  We can look back on the time of 

slavery and ask the question, “what were people thinking?”  Hopefully, one day the majority of 

people will come to their senses enough to ask this same question regarding legalized abortion.    

 Job then went on to identify others with whom we might interact who could likely be in 

defenseless positions in life such as those who are poor and those without adequate legal 

standing such as widows and orphans.  He realized that the compassion shown to people who are 

in need will return to us just a seed sown in the field will produce a crop.  Just as God told Noah 

that there would always be seed time and harvest, we must decide what kind of crop we want to 

harvest and that should make a difference in the kind of seed we sow.   

 In these various interactions with people Job more or less pronounced a curse upon 

himself if he failed to do what was morally and ethically right.  You may recall that Moses did 

the same thing for the people of Israel in his final discourse recorded in Deuteronomy 28.  He 

essentially told them how the fairness formula would work.  If they did the right things, they 

would be blessed and have victory.  If they did the wrong things, they would experience curses 

and be defeated.   

 

Be Focused on God – 31:24-28 
24 

“If I have put my confidence in gold, And called fine gold my trust, 
25 

If I have gloated because my wealth was 

great, And because my hand had secured so much; 
26 

If I have looked at the sun when it shone Or the moon going in 

splendor, 
27 

And my heart became secretly enticed, And my hand threw a kiss from my mouth, 
28 

That too would 

have been an iniquity calling for judgment, For I would have denied God above.  Job 31:24-28 (NASB95) 
 Thus far Job had addressed integrity issues that impact business dealings, family 

relationships, and how we treat those who are disadvantaged.  The focus was next directed to 

integrity with relationship with God.  This relationship hinges on faith or simply on what or 

whom we rely and place our confidence.  Usually, faith or trust issues can be misdirected in three 

directions: self, material possessions and false gods.  Job addressed two of these three in his 

reference to gold and other wealth and then later to those who might rely on or worship the 

moon, stars, or other such things.   



 With regard to wealth or material things, Job had recognized the twin dangers of relying 

on things (such as income, savings, investments, property) that have no eternal value and also 

becoming prideful if God has blessed us with such things.  It is interesting that many of these 

insights that Job had are mentioned in the teachings of Jesus.  You will recall that Jesus told His 

disciples how difficult it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  The basic problem is 

that we find it easier to trust in the physical and the visible rather than in the spiritual and 

invisible.   

 

Be Compassionate and Understanding – 31:29-34 
29 

“Have I rejoiced at the extinction of my enemy, Or exulted when evil befell him? 
30 

“No, I have not allowed my 

mouth to sin By asking for his life in a curse. 
31 

“Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find one who has not 

been satisfied with his meat’? 
32 

“The alien has not lodged outside, For I have opened my doors to the traveler. 
33 

“Have I covered my transgressions like Adam, By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 
34 

Because I feared the great 

multitude, And the contempt of families terrified me, And kept silent and did not go out of doors?  Job 31:29-34 

(NASB95) 
 With regard to how people relate to those who are openly hostile, the conventional 

wisdom was that we are to “love our friends and hate our enemies.”  It is not hard to find 

passages in the Psalms where David would pray that bad things would happen to his enemies.  

When we examine the teachings of Jesus, we find Him teaching that we should “love our 

enemies as well as our friends.”  We find Job in the middle or neutral position on such matters.  

In fact, Job thought it was sinful to pronounce a curse upon his enemies and he avoided gloating 

over the misfortune of his enemies.  It was generally thought that if one gloated over the troubles 

of an enemy that God might back away from punishing him for his sins.   

 In many areas of the world, the culture was such that foreigners were not to be mistreated 

and Job went beyond not simply mistreating them but going out of his way to make sure they 

were well treated.  If travelers needed food or shelter, Job’s servants were instructed to make 

sure these had plenty to eat and a good place to sleep.  

 The last area that we see in Job’s negative confession was his denial of being a hypocrite.  

It is bad enough to do something wrong and all of us may find ourselves in situations where we 

do something that was out of line with acceptable behavior.  As many have reminded us from 

time to time, to err is human.  By the grace of God, He has provided a remedy for us to deal with 

such errors and that is simply confession and repentance.  The typical action of most people is to 

react with an attempt to cover-up or hide the error from fear of being punished or rejected.  Is 

that a legitimate fear?  Absolutely!  Many times so-called friends and even family will turn on 

those who have admitted to making an error.  Those who react that way are not looking out for 

the person’s best interest.   

 Job recognized that the tendency to cover up sins was present from the beginning when 

Adam and Eve sinned and then tried to hide from God.  It does not work.  God’s way is best and 

when we follow His way of confession and repentance, then we can trust Him to work out the 

details of what happens later.   

 Job had given his testimony in which he examined his life and maintained that his 

integrity was intact even though all the evidence according to conventional wisdom would cause 

a lot of doubt in light of all the suffering he had experienced.  What should he do now?  He had 

done all he could do and he was willing to consider any accusation that someone might 

legitimately bring to his attention.  The only thing left was to simply trust God to do the right 

thing. 


