
AM I ON THE RIGHT PATH? 
Job 33:13-22; 36:8-12 

 

 We’ve all heard stories of people who take a wrong turn on an interstate cloverleaf and 

wind up hundreds of miles down the wrong road before they realized they were going in the 

wrong direction.  The interstate highways are all very similar in their appearance and this is 

understandable if the person had not been there before.  Several years ago we were driving back 

from Knoxville and because of some problems on the interstate we decided to cut across on U.S. 

25 through Morristown and then take U.S. 11W into Kingsport.  I was in need of a nap and 

Nancy was driving while I slept.  She eventually waked me with an announcement that we may 

be lost.  She had driven past the Bean Station exit and we were almost in Kentucky by the time 

she waked me.   

 We also hear of people who realize later on in life that they choose the wrong career path 

and that they really were not suited to doing whatever they had started doing as their first job 

some twenty years ago.  In fact, some surveys find that most people today are not really happy or 

satisfied in their jobs.  Makes you wonder if they are on the “right path.”   

 The truth of the matter is that every one of us starts out on the wrong path in life simply 

because we are born of the seed of Adam and that fact alone puts us in the middle of the world 

system roadway going in various directions which are all wrong and will eventually end in death.  

We need to be rescued from this situation and we know that Jesus came to show us the way that 

leads to life.  However, if we never ask the question if we are on the right path, then we are not 

ever likely to change.  

 In the account of Job and how he dealt with life issues that he could not understand and 

the limited conventional wisdom of his three elderly friends, we find a fourth person who is 

younger and offers his own ideas and observations.  Like his elders, he has only his own 

experience and the ideas from others from which he draws conclusion.  He thought he could 

explain to them how God works in the lives of humans just from external observations.  None of 

us can really speak for God in any fashion unless we have a direct revelation from Him through 

the Holy Spirit.  Nevertheless, we can learn from Elihu’s comments. 

 

Receive God’s Revelation - 33:13-16 
13 

“Why do you complain against Him That He does not give an account of all His doings? 
14 

“Indeed God speaks 

once, Or twice, yet no one notices it. 
15 

“In a dream, a vision of the night, When sound sleep falls on men, While 

they slumber in their beds, 
16 

Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction,  Job 33:13-16 (NASB95) 
 Elihu starts out with a rebuke of Job for questioning and complaining about not getting an 

answer to what was happening in his life.  In one sense, Elihu was right in that God is not 

obligated to explain to us everything He does.  On the other hand, it is not wrong to question 

God about why and how things happen.  Consider a little child who would ask his parents 

question of why certain things happen or why requests were denied.  This is part of the learning 

and maturing process by which the child can gain knowledge, understanding and wisdom.  A 

parent who will not take the opportunity to teach will one day wonder why his son acts so 

foolishly.  Admittedly, sometimes the answer is “one day you will be better able to understand 

why.”  Thomas Jefferson was purported to state, “Question with boldness even the existence of a 

God; because, if there be one, he must more approve of the homage of reason, than that of 

blindfolded fear.”   

 Elihu showed considerable insight in his observation that God speaks to us in many 

different ways that, if listened to and heeded, would result in wise actions and better outcomes in 



life.  The problem with most people and even entire nations is that people fail to listen and then 

fail to heed what God is telling them.  We can see examples of such communications from God 

in what most people simply classify as natural disasters.  If we saw such things as God’s 

redemptive judgments that are warnings to the world that we need to repent and turn to God and 

His ways, then we would see a world that would be improving rather than getting worse in its 

actions and behaviors.   

 On an individual or personal level, God uses many different ways to communicate to us.  

We might call such things “premonitions” or some other name.  Typically, we ignore such 

things.  Are these real?  Consider the record of Pilate’s wife concerning Jesus and the warning 

she gave Pilate that he should have nothing to do with what the Jews were trying to carry out in 

having Jesus crucified.  Years ago, people were more sensitive to dreams that they are now.  

Some would dismiss such things as nothing and of no consequence.  Again, we can consider the 

New Testament Biblical record and the dream (or vision) Paul had regarding Macedonia.  Even 

though we may not be getting a premonition or a vision, our dreams can still teach us things.  

One of the things that I have found in my dreams is that I may find myself reacting in a manner 

that is (what I consider) out of character for who I am or think myself to be.  If I respond harshly 

to a person in a dream, then that is probably an indication that I have some significant potential 

for growth in the transformation of my mind so that my natural response when I am awake will 

be in line with the teachings of Christ.    

 

Recognize God’s Reasons - 33:17-22 
17 

That He may turn man aside from his conduct, And keep man from pride; 
18 

He keeps back his soul from the pit, 

And his life from passing over into Sheol. 
19 

“Man is also chastened with pain on his bed, And with unceasing 

complaint in his bones; 
20 

So that his life loathes bread, And his soul favorite food. 
21 

“His flesh wastes away from 

sight, And his bones which were not seen stick out. 
22 

“Then his soul draws near to the pit, And his life to those who 

bring death.  Job 33:17-22 (NASB95) 
 Here we find the answer to what God is trying to accomplish when He “speaks” to us in 

various ways.  The first objective is so that we will realize that we need to repent or “turn aside 

from wrong conduct.”  The second is to prevent us from being prideful.  Each of these issues, 

wrong conduct and pride, are bad enough in and of themselves; however, the combination of the 

two (being proud of wrong conduct) is deadly.  The likelihood of a person repenting from 

something in which he or she takes pride is very low.  Such behaviors become even more 

intransigent when combined with a declaration by those in authority that people have a legal 

“right” to carry out the destructive behavior.  It doesn’t take much imagination to come up with a 

list of things happening in the world around us that fit into these criteria of taking pride in 

legalized wrongful conduct.  It gets even worse when laws are then passed that those who might 

speak out the error of such activities are accused of practicing “hate speech” or trying to limit the 

“freedom” of those who are destroying themselves or other people.   

 The answer of “why” repentance and humility are important is that the lack of these will 

generally result in a miserable life and an early death.  While such general truths may not be seen 

in every life, the likelihood of that being the outcome is such that a wise person would heed 

God’s warnings and do the right thing.   

 In the absence of exercising wisdom, some will find that stronger measures are used to 

get our attention such as devastating health problems in the case of individuals or devastating 

natural disasters for a nation.    

 

 



Respond to God’s Refining - 36:8-12 
8 
“And if they are bound in fetters, And are caught in the cords of affliction, 

9 
Then He declares to them their work 

And their transgressions, that they have magnified themselves. 
10 

“He opens their ear to instruction, And commands 

that they return from evil. 
11 

“If they hear and serve Him, They will end their days in prosperity And their years in 

pleasures. 
12 

“But if they do not hear, they shall perish by the sword And they will die without knowledge.  Job 36:8-

12 (NASB95) 
 Elihu had continued his monologue for several chapters in an effort to show what God 

does to get people’s attention who have strayed off course.  The implication was that what Job 

was experiencing was simply God trying to let him know that he was on the wrong path.   

 In the general discourse he pointed out that some may even find themselves imprisoned 

or in situations of such problems from which they are hopelessly entangled.  It sometimes takes 

“hitting the bottom” before some to realize that their behavior and their attitude toward their 

behavior were wrong and that God was trying to get their attention.   

 When a person reaches such a point, there are at least three options: continue down the 

same path, resent what has happened and sink further into the morass of problems, or repent and 

turn to God.  If the third option is chosen, then God will restore the person and life will improve.  

If either of the first two options is followed then the outcome is death.   

 While all the things that Elihu pointed out are generally true and were part of the 

conventional wisdom of his day, these did not apply to what was happening to Job.  In the final 

analysis, we can certainly benefit from conventional wisdom and be open and responsive to what 

God may be telling us by various means, we have to be careful that we do not put “God in a box” 

and think that He has to operating according to our rules of what we consider to be fair.  The 

truth of the matter is that we cannot see the bigger picture of what is happening and what God 

may be trying to accomplish that has nothing at all to do with our behavior.  Job had been 

faithful and yet what he experienced was contrary to the expected outcome of faithfulness.  It 

was at this point that his faith in God was tested and proven.  

 When we answer the question if we are on “the right path,” the things that we experience 

in life simply provide opportunities for us to honestly examine our lives to determine if 

correction is needed.  We would hope that we would not have to “hit bottom” to get the message.  

If we find ourselves in the same situation that Job found himself and cannot find places where 

repentance is need, then it is important that we allow the difficult experiences to strengthen our 

faith rather cause us to abandon it.   


