
DISTURBED BY GOD'S GRACE

We hear reports of how the Russian people have responded to the gospel message now that
their society has become more open.  Evangelist and lay people have gone into Russia and are invited
to present the gospel in what used to be state controlled churches and even in classrooms of their
public school system.  For so long Russia has been portrayed as the "Evil Empire" and under the reign
of an atheistic communist government, it really was.  Now that things have changed, I believe that
most of us find it encouraging that these people have turned to God when they were given the
opportunity.  There may be some that resent the fact that Russia has not been destroyed because of
all the cruelty and trouble that it inflicted on the its own people and the rest of the world in the
seventy years of communist rule.  Some of the outlining areas such as Latvia and Estonia that was
unwillingly a part of the USSR probably do have many people who hate the Russians and would
delight in their demise.  The more we are personally affected by the actions of others, the stronger
the emotional response to them.  

We don't know if Jonah had experienced personal loss because the actions of the Assyrians,
nevertheless, he had strong negative feelings toward them and wanted to see them destroyed.  Jonah
was motivated by hate.  On the other hand, God saw the same wickedness of the Assyrians and
because He is motivated by love, He wanted to save them from the destruction that would result from
their wickedness.  When God called Jonah to be His messenger to the people of Ninevah, then Jonah
ran away.  Jonah was persuaded by the storm at sea, by being tossed overboard and by being
swallowed by the fish to obey what God had told him to do.

JONAH 3:1-4  When God spoke to Jonah the second time, he had good reason to listen.  He
had narrowly escaped death and God now had his attention.  The message that God gave to Jonah
the second time was just like what He said the first time.  We may not like or agree with what the
word of God says; however, that does not change the truth of the word of God nor the requirement
that we obey it.  

Ninevah is referred to as a great city.  It had at least 120,000 people (some have thought that
this was just the small children) since this number was described as not knowing their right hand from
their left.  Some have suggested that the greater Ninevah area included three other smaller towns that
would have required three days to visit all of them.  

Jonah went into the interior of the city and started delivering his message.  "Forty days and
Ninevah will be overthrown."  Jonah's message was not a call to repentance and it offered no hope.
It was simply a declaration of the coming judgment on the people of Ninevah.  The Bible has many
such warnings.  "It is appointed unto man, once to die and then the judgement."  "The wages of sin
is death."  "Those that reject the Son are condemned already."  "We must give an account for every
idle word."  However, unlike the message of Jonah, the fullness of the word of God also gives hope
and an alternative that we call salvation.  Even though we will die physically, those that have been
born again will live forever spiritually.  Even though we must face judgement, we have an Advocate
with the Father, even Jesus Christ.  True, the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.
The promise of God is that if we will believe on the Lord Jesus rather than reject Him that we shall
be save.  Jonah offered no message of hope. 

JONAH 3:5,10  Even though there was no instruction of what the people of Ninevah were
to do nor any mention of why judgement was coming, they knew that they had done evil things and
realized that the way to avert judgement was to turn to what was right.  In the first chapter of Paul's
letter to the Roman, he indicated that people DO know about God even though they may deny that



they do.  People suppress the truth by their wickedness and they have evidence of the power and
divine nature of God, and therefore, are without excuse.  The threat of judgement was enough for
these people.  The word spread even to quarters of the king that someone was walking through the
street declaring that the judgement of God was coming.  The reaction of the king and the people of
Ninevah seems surprising to us.  They believed God message that Jonah proclaimed.  It is difficult
to know why their hearts were touched by a ragtag prophet that smelled like the inside of a fish.  They
proclaimed a fast and showed their humility by wearing sackcloth and everyone participated, even the
cattle were not given food.

We are told that God resists the proud and exalts the humble.  When God saw the humility
of the people of Ninevah, He changed his plans to destroy them in 40 days.  I believe that our nation
is heading for destruction, but I also believe that it is not too late, that if we repent of our moral decay
and turn back to God, then that destruction will not come.  

JONAH 4:1-4  Jonah was not very happy about the outcome of his mission.  He knew that
there was a possibility that the people would repent and he also knew the nature of God, that God
is merciful. The reason that Jonah ran away was to avoid what had happened.  He hated the Assyrians
so much that he would have rather died than to see them escape punishment.

The question that God asked Jonah is one that we should ask ourselves when we get upset
by circumstances:  "Does it really do any good to get angry?"  We don't do ourselves any good and
by getting angry with others, we an engender bitter feelings and damage relationships with others.
There is no good that comes from anger that results in feeling of hate and animosity.  

Jonah sat down on a hill outside of the city to watch to see what might happen.  He wanted
to be able to take back a report that he had watched the city fall and had seen the people killed.  That
didn't happen.  Jonah had put up a little shelter to protect himself from the sun, but it was inadequate.
So God helped him by causing a gourd to grow and rapidly cover the shelter with its leaves.  Our
puny attempts to protect ourselves from the natural problems of life are inadequate until God gets
involved with divine intervention.  Many times we do not recognize the influence of God and take
His help for granted.  In order to teach Jonah a lesson about life, the gourd died and Jonah really felt
bad about that.  

JONAH 4:10,11  Jonah mourned the loss of the gourd, however, he was without compassion
for the multitude of people that might have been destroyed if the people of Ninevah had not repented.
We need to make sure that we do not end up valuing things more than we do people.  We should be
thankful indeed that our God cares about people.  If we are to be more like Him, then we need to
cultivate and develop our care and concern for others.


