
THE LEADERSHIP DARE 
Joshua 1:1-18 

 
 Have you ever been in a situation that caused you to feel just completely overwhelmed?  
It could be that you had more job to do than there was “man” or “woman” to do it?  It would be 
like getting a call to come to the “front office” of where you worked only to find out that 
suddenly the president had resigned and that you now have the job.  Many can remember the 
sense of challenge and responsibility when they first found out that they were going to be 
parents.  There are usually apprehensions when we encounter new roles and responsibilities in 
life and this is a natural reaction to the uncertainty of the challenge and our ability to handle the 
responsibility.  The anxiety can be minimized if we have a chance to prepare ourselves for the 
change and can picture ourselves in the role long before it happens.  Nevertheless, big changes 
still produce anxiety. 
 I would imagine that Joshua had a lot of anxiety when he finally found himself in charge 
of the nation of Israel right after the death of Moses.   
 
Rely on the Lord’s Promise – 1:1-5a 
1 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, 
to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 3 “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I 
have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 4 “From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun will be your 
territory. 5 “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life.  Joshua 1:1-5a (NASB95) 
 Moses knew that he would not be entering the Promised Land with the Israelites.  He had 
called the nation together and had given them his final instructions prior to their inhabiting the 
land and had passed the mantle of leadership to Joshua.  Moses then left the people and went up 
to the top of Mount Pisgah where God showed him the land of Canaan.  Then Moses died and 
God buried him in Moab.   
 Joshua is described as Moses' minister.  Today such a person might be referred to as an 
“aide” or more informally he might be called Moses’ right-hand man.  As such, Joshua had many 
opportunities to observe and to learn from someone who walked closely with God.  All these 
years were preparation time for Joshua to take the reigns of leadership for the nation.   
 There was time of mourning for Moses, but when that was over, instructions came from 
God to Joshua to get on with the mission of moving this mass of humanity into the land of 
Canaan.  The completion of the mission would be the fulfillment of the promise of God to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to give them the land of Canaan.   
 God had already given the land to these people, and it was rightfully theirs; however, it 
was in the possession of the Canaanites.  Now that is a problem!  There was no court of law that 
they could go to for the purpose of removing the Canaanites from the land.  If they were to really 
have it, then they would have to wrest control from the heathen people.  It meant that they had to 
fight many battles for control of the land.  They would have to “place the sole of their foot” on 
the land for it to be theirs.  In other words, they needed to occupy the territory to be able to claim 
the promise of God.  
 Is there a spiritual parallel from which we can learn as the “spiritual Israel?”  Is there a 
promised land that we should be inhabiting and exercising control of that is presently in control 
of the enemies of God?  Don't you think it strange that even though the devil is a defeated foe 
that he is still in control of so much of what goes on?  I think that the reason is that the Church 



has not realized that the “land” is ours, and that we have a mission to occupy it and exercise 
Kingdom principles over the possessions of our inheritance.  Instead we find ourselves on the 
defensive with the enemy gaining victories and we wonder if there is nothing that we can do!  
When Joshua encountered defeats, it was because there was sin in the camp of the Israelites.  
Likewise, when the church loses its purity, it loses its victory. 
 In verse five, we see that God’s promise to Joshua would have to be fulfilled if Joshua 
was to be successful in carrying out the mission of occupying the land and thus claim the 
inheritance of the descendant of Abraham.  On the battlefield there would be many that would 
try to stand against Joshua as he and the people moved into the land of Canaan.  The Canaanites 
would be fighting for their homeland and they would not give up easily.  However, God had 
promised Joshua victory.  
 
Rely on the Lord’s Presence – 1:5b-9 
5b “Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 “Be strong and 
courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 “Only 
be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; 
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 8 “This book of the law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 9 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:5b-9 (NASB95) 
 Is it possible to just decide to be brave or courageous?  God told Joshua to be strong and 
brave.  Joshua’s ability to be brave had to be a matter of trust in the promises of God.  If you 
were told that you had to go out in your neighborhood and kill a lion that was running loose, I 
would imagine that you would not be all that brave.  However, if there were available a “Star 
Wars” type force field which would surround you and keep the lion from getting to you, and you 
were given a powerful gun to use, then you could be much braver.  You see God had promised 
Joshua a protective shield and if Joshua had faith in Gods promises then he could be courageous.   
 In this passage we see that Joshua was encouraged or admonished to be strong and of 
good courage three times.  One of the reasons that he needed to be strong and of good courage 
was that he would have the responsibility of giving the land to the various tribes.  Even though 
God had promised them the land and had granted them ownership, there was still the need to take 
possession of it from those who were occupying the area.  Another factor that would require 
strength and courage was that he would be apportioning the land among the tribe.  You can bet 
that not everyone would be happy with the decisions that were to be made.   
 A second reason for being strong and courageous was that Joshua would be responsible 
for leading the people in the proper direction which, by definition, would be in keeping with the 
law that God had given to Moses.  He was not to turn to the right nor to the left, but was to 
observe to do according to all the law.  Notice that he would need to be very courageous when it 
involved leading the people to be obedient to God’s ways.  This may be telling us that it takes 
more courage to stay true to God’s word than it does to engage in war with a known enemy.   
 This “observing to do according to all the law” would result in prosperity and success.  
God gave a means of carrying out these instructions.  First, we should notice that we “see” what 
is there in God’s word.  To see something, we need to be looking.  We should be looking to the 
word of God for instruction on how to handle every situation that comes up in life.  Just “seeing” 
it is not enough, we must observe with the purpose of “doing” the word.  The prerequisite for 
being able to successfully observe the law is to meditate on the word of God “day and night.”  
The Psalmist said, “Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.”  We 



need to learn the word and then dwell on it in our thoughts.  The final step is to line up our 
speech so that we say the same thing as the word says.  This was the formula for success that 
God gave to Joshua.  It is still valid today for all who will follow it.  
 The third call to be strong and courageous had its basis in two truths.  The first truth is the 
fact that God Himself had commanded Joshua to be strong and courageous.  Whatever God 
commands us to be or do, He enables us to accomplish.  The second truth tells us how He would 
enable such strength and courage by His very presence with Joshua and the Israelites.  The task 
of driving out the people of Canaan was still something they needed to do even though some of 
the people were giants and the cities were highly fortified.  They would need the presence of God 
in such difficult situations.  
 It doesn’t take a giant leap of logic to see that we should be able to apply these calls for 
strength and courage to the church today.  God has promised us that the meek shall inherit the 
earth, He has empowered the church for the challenge that we have to possess our inheritance, 
and His very presence with and in us is the capstone that makes it all possible.  The missing link 
in seeing God’s plan accomplished is in the actual doing what we have been called to do.   
 
Respond with Obedience – 1:10-11 
10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and command 
the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to 
possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, to possess it.’ ”  Joshua 1:10-11 (NASB95) 
 They needed to get ready to go into battle.  They were to provide provisions for 
themselves.  This speaks of some individual responsibility to prepare for the battle before 
engaging the enemy.  Part of preparation was to have adequate food that would provide for the 
physical strength needed.  There might have been some “living off the land” involved in feeding 
the army, but they also needed to take some provisions with them.  Notice there was no mention 
of getting their weapons ready.  We could assume that this was a given and they did not need to 
be reminded to do that.  There is probably a spiritual lesson in this regarding how we prepare to 
go into spiritual battle as part of the church.  We make plenty of preparations to have the 
knowledge of the truth and have the word of God available.  As we see from these verses, we 
also need to provide for the physical needs of food, clothing and shelter.   
 The only thing left to do was to execute the plan.  So many times we plan and plan and 
plan to do, but never get on with the job.  It is READY, AIM, AIM, AIM, ...  but there the 
command to FIRE is missing.  All of us come to church to learn and to get training and to be 
inspired to witness or minister to others and if we never go beyond the AIM stage, then all the 
training and learning won't count for much.   
 We need to be reassured that God is with us and that He wants us to “cross the Jordan” 
and claim the promises of the possession of all that He has given to us, His children.  We need to 
be about the task and get the job done. 
 
Remind Others of What the Lord Requires – 1:12-15 
12 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word which 
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God gives you rest and will give you this 
land.’ 14 “Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the 
Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them, 15 until 
the LORD gives your brothers rest, as He gives you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God is 
giving them. Then you shall return to your own land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the LORD gave 
you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”  Joshua 1:12-15 (NASB95) 
 We tend to place a lot of emphasis on being responsible people and fulfilling our 



obligations or “doing what duty demands.”  Joshua reminded those who chose to take their 
possession on the east side of the Jordan of the call to duty that Moses had given them earlier.   
Joshua reminded them of their commitment.  They would have to cross over the Jordan and fight 
with the rest of the tribes in order to receive the land they wanted.  If they were faithful in 
meeting that responsibility, then they would not be considered guilty of turning away from the 
Lord and abandoning the other tribes.  The Lord declared that if they wouldn’t be willing to go 
across and fight, they wouldn’t receive their possession on the east side of the Jordan.  Moses 
had warned them that failure to do what they had promised to do could not be hidden – your sins 
will find you out.   
 
Receive Affirmation – 1:16-18 
16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will 
go. 17 “Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the LORD your God be with you as He 
was with Moses. 18 “Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you 
command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous.”  Joshua 1:16-18 (NASB95) 
 It is perhaps part of our human nature to show support when we hear something that 
inspires us.  The people responded with words of wholehearted faith and obedience (whatever 
…wherever).  Such support would be needed for the continued success of occupying and 
possessing the land.  Leaders need that kind of support from those who are following them.  This 
kind of support was an encouragement to Joshua.   
 The condition for their support rested on the presence of God being with Joshua just as it 
was with Moses.  This condition should be the test even today for those whom we support.  If 
God is not in whatever is happening, then we are wasting our effort to help the project.  We need 
to be looking for evidence in the lives of those who would be our leaders to see that God is with 
them and influencing the way they think, what they say and what they do.   
 Finally, it is worth noting that the people encouraged Joshua to be strong and courageous 
just as God had encouraged him to be.  Maybe this could be something that each of us could do 
to encourage those who are our leaders and each other.   
 


