
 THE FAITH DARE 
 Joshua 2:1, 6, 8-15, 22-23 
 
 There is a saying that states something to the effect: “It is what you do when you don't 
have to that determines what you will be (what you will have) when it is too late.”  What that 
really means is that we have to do things in life in preparation for the future IF we intend to be 
successful and live victoriously.  It is unlikely that a person would win the Boston Marathon if it 
is the first time he has run a long distance race.  Students cannot expect to get good grades if they 
do not learn the course material.  We could give many obvious examples of the need for 
preparation.  In a sense, our life here on earth is preparing us for eternity.  We who belong to 
God are being prepared to live with Him forever.  The way this is being done is to transform us 
into the image of His Son, Jesus.  We will then be prepared to enter the Promised Land where we 
will reign with Christ in His Kingdom.  Actually, if we read the Bible carefully, we will find that 
when Jesus comes back to establish His Kingdom we will come with Him and take part in the 
victory.   
 Sometimes we may hear someone admonish those who plan and prepare and save to have 
more faith.  The thought is that if we are planning and organizing and training and preparing that 
we are not putting our trust in God to provide.  I would conclude that those who do not do these 
steps are, in fact, those who have no expectation of God acting in their behalf (read that as “no 
hope”) and, therefore, they are totally unprepared, untrained, disorganized, and clueless as how 
to respond to the opportunities that God brings to them.   
 We see a picture of this entrance into the promised land in what happened to the Children 
of Israel when they completed their time in the wilderness.  You remember that they had to stay 
in the wilderness until all the older members of their nation who came out of Egypt died.  This is 
a picture of what we are undergoing as Christians in that we are to be putting the influences of 
the old nature to death as we take up our cross daily and follow Jesus.  So we see that part of the 
preparation is dying to self.  It is interesting that the person who led them into the new land was 
named Joshua.  This is the same Hebrew (Aramic) name as Jesus. 
 Another similarity between the Israelites going into the land of Canaan and the events 
associated with the time of the end is that God had deferred judgment on the people of Canaan 
until the “cup of their iniquity” had become so full that He could no longer avoid bringing 
judgment on them.  The same thing is happening in our day.  The cup of iniquity is filling up in 
all areas of the world and God’s judgment will surely come.  
 
Faith Expressed in Preparation – 2:1 
1 Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.” So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there.  Joshua 2:1 
(NASB95) 
 In preparation for the invasion, Joshua secretly sent two spies from the place where they 
were encamped.  Apparently, others were not aware of this mission.  He probably remembered 
the spy mission of nearly 40 years before that was not kept secret from the Israelites and he did 
not want to have a repeat of that experience.  This place they were encamped was named Shittim.  
This name was the name of a tree or a type of wood.  Sometimes it is translated “acacia” wood or 
tree.  It is the type of wood used to construct the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat that 
represented the dwelling place of God.  We might be able to imply (in our situation) that in 
preparation for the Sons of God (the Church) to follow Jesus into the Promised Land, Jesus will 
send two “witnesses” (or spies) from His dwelling place into the land.  The two witnesses (as 



discussed in the Revelation of John) are the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. 
 The spies that Joshua sent went to the house of a harlot and were taken in and hidden 
there.  The spiritual parallel to this could be that the apostate church (or religion) is where one 
would think to find the “two witnesses.”  However, as the world searches for these two witnesses 
at the house of the harlot, they cannot be found.  People come to our “houses of religion” in 
search of a Word from God and to experience the Holy Spirit but most “religious groups” have 
managed to hide the presence of both.  
 Jericho was the fortress city that controlled the passes to the central highlands of the 
Promised Land.  This defense barrier needed to be eliminated so that the route into Canaan 
would remain open.  Joshua thought that he needed to know what the situation was in and around 
the city before any attack was launched.  
 There is speculation in some of the commentaries that Rahab may have been an “inn 
keeper” in addition to being a harlot.  This could explain why the two spies went to her house.  If 
you recall the old western movies of several decades ago, the saloon also had rooms to rent 
upstairs above the saloon and it was also where some of the local harlots worked.  We are not 
told how they found her house but it is likely it was simply that God led them there.    
 
Faith Expressed in Words – 2:8-13 
8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has 
given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted 
away before you. 10 “For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came 
out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 
whom you utterly destroyed. 11 “When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any 
longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. 12 “Now therefore, 
please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father’s 
household, and give me a pledge of truth, 13 and spare my father and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, 
with all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.”  Joshua 2:8-13 (NASB95) 
 The spies were able to walk into the city late in the day since the city gates were open.  
However, the people in Jericho were on the alert for any suspicious activity because they felt 
threatened because they had heard the accounts of a large horde of people encamped on the east 
side of the Jordan river.  Word was sent to the king that some strangers had come into the city 
and it did not take long to determine that they were seen going into Rahab’s house.    
 Rahab realized that the attack from the Israelites was going to happen and she wanted to 
prepare for that event.  She had heard about all the demonstrations of the power and authority of 
God when He brought the Israelites out of Egypt.  The more recent victories against the 
Amorites before they got to the promised land were also known in the city of Jericho.  Rahab 
was convinced that the Israelites were going to win and took action to protect herself.  The other 
people of Jericho were really frightened because of the presence of the people of God, but they 
did not take the appropriate steps to ensure their safety.  Although people may be convinced of 
the ultimate victory of God, they are usually unwilling (as were the men of Jericho) to surrender 
themselves to God.  They would rather fight what God is doing though they know they are going 
to lose.  Both Rahab and the general population of Canaan had all heard the same report of the 
victories that God had given the Israelites.  She responded in faith and lived; the others 
responded in rebellion and died.   
 We see evidence of this rebellious nature in people all around us.  It surfaces in every 
area of life and influences what we teach our children, the laws we pass, the doctrines of our 
religious organizations, and the how we treat each other.  The “evolution vs. creation” 
controversy is a denial of the power, authority, and even the existence of God.  Even though the 



evidence is all around that such things as marvelously complex as even a single cell organism 
could not “just happen.”  Even though it goes against all our natural affections, we read and hear 
about multiple millions of abortions being carried out each year against unborn humans.  
Amazingly, our government has passed laws that say it is OK to do just that.  We also see that 
so-called activists for this slaughter are promoting it around the world in the name of population 
control.  The concern over population control is a denial of trust in God.  It is as if they think that 
God didn't make the world big enough for all the people that might be on it.  We find even in our 
schools of religion and at the highest positions of major church groups, people who deny the 
very existence of God and discount the veracity of the Bible.  We see among people who claim 
the Name of Christ, total disregard for the welfare and conditions of others in denial of the 
teaching of Jesus Who told to love each other even as He loved us.  The influence of secular 
humanism on our society and even in our churches has caused many people to fatally follow the 
foolishness that defies the God of the Universe although they know that God wins in the end. 
 
Faith Expressed in Actions – 2:6, 14-15 
6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the 
roof. 
14 So the men said to her, “Our life for yours if you do not tell this business of ours; and it shall come about when the 
LORD gives us the land that we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.” 15 Then she let them down by a rope 
through the window, for her house was on the city wall, so that she was living on the wall.  Joshua 2:6, 14-15 
(NASB95) 
 Rahab was willing to provide a hiding place for the two spies in exchange for favorable 
consideration when the Israelites conquered the city.  She lied to the authorities and helped the 
men escape the city under the cover of darkness.  Her house was on the wall of the city and she 
let them down from a window by means of a scarlet rope.  She was to put the scarlet rope outside 
her window to mark the location of her house so that she and her family would be spared in the 
battle that was to come.   
 In return for Rahab’s faithfulness the two spies made a promise to her that they would 
protect her and her family to the point of giving up their own lives.  This protection would only 
work if she did not tell what had happened regarding the spies.  If she told the authorities, then 
they would have likely killed her for treason and there was no way she could be protected by 
God’s people.  There is probably a spiritual lesson somewhere in this for us.  Maybe it is simply 
that we have choices in life that result in placing ourselves under God’s protective covering or 
leaving that protection.  A verse from Psalms 91 may sum up this idea succinctly.  “He that 
dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”  We 
could extend this truth to what is happening in our nation today.  We used to claim to be a 
Christian nation and we endorsed following Biblical principles and even taught these in public 
arenas.  That would be dwelling in the secret place of the Most High.  Today, we find that many 
(especially those in government) have taken the opposite approach and deny any allegiance to 
Christian principles, deny the existence of God, deny Him as Creator, deny Him as Lord and 
ridicule His word.  It would seem that this is a deliberate, if not a formal, rejection of the faith 
upon which our nation was founded and is nothing short of national apostasy.  If we remove 
ourselves from the overshadowing protection that God affords, then we are totally vulnerable to 
attacks from the enemy.    
  
Faith Rewarded – 2:22-23 
22 They departed and came to the hill country, and remained there for three days until the pursuers returned. Now the 
pursuers had sought them all along the road, but had not found them. 23 Then the two men returned and came down 



from the hill country and crossed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they related to him all that had 
happened to them.  Joshua 2:22-23 (NASB95) 
 The spies went into the mountains and remained there for three days.  After searching for 
the spies for three days, the men of Jericho gave up and returned to their city.  I guess they 
thought that if they could just catch the spies and perhaps kill them that the threat from the 
Israelites would go away.  The Israelites were not going away.  They would occupy the land and 
the residents of Canaan were going to be disinherited and many of them would be killed.   
 The spies found their way back to the Israelite camp and brought their report.  They had 
seen the confusion and the fear of the people of Jericho and knew that they could be easily 
conquered.  They recognized that God was at work in preparing the way for them so that they 
could have victory.  
 God had not only been preparing the Children of Israel for victory, and He had also been 
preparing the enemy for defeat.  Although we have responsibility to cooperate in the preparation, 
it is God Who orchestrated the outcome.  God is at work even now to bring about His purposes 
in the world.  He has a place for each of us in His plan and we need to be responsive to His 
leading in getting ready to take part in the victory He is going to bring about on our behalf. 
 
 


