
      SEPTEMBER 18, 1994
OBEYING GOD

It is interesting to watch kids grow up and to see the changes that happen along the way.  I
notice many kids seem to be defiant and will not do anything their parents ask them to do.  Often the
reason is that the parents haven't properly trained the child to respond in a proper way to what they
are told.  The argument is that the child's creativity will be hampered if he or she is ever told "No."
I guess there is some validity to that argument.  Carried to the extreme, we could let each new
generation reinvent and re-engineer everything and they would, of necessity, be very creative.  The
problem is that we would have creative chaos!  The trick is to provide limits for the child and let their
creativity flourish within limited boundaries.  As they mature, then these boundaries can then be
widened.

We need limits and boundaries.  We need to know what is allowed and what is unacceptable.
Kids need to be taught to obey their parents.  Early on, when our boys were growing up we insisted
they do what we told them to do.  Open defiance was not allowed.  We could discuss the matter, but
to ignore a direct "order" was not an option.  I really did not appreciate the value of our doing this
at first.  However, it did not take very long for the correctness of this method to be validated.  Brent
was born when Byron was 20 months old.  Shortly after that time (probably when Byron was about
two years old) we were leaving church after the morning worship time and Nancy had Brent in her
arms and I was looking after Byron and the diaper bags and other things.  Nancy had walked on
ahead and had crossed the street to the parking lot when Byron and I had walked out of the door to
the sidewalk.  As I turned to close the door, Byron spotted his mom across the street and took off
in a dead run to go see her.  When I looked around, he was already ten yards away from me and
about four feet from the edge of the street that had car whizzing by.  Panic time!  I yelled as loud as
I could, "Byron, Stop!"  He stopped, immediately.  His obedience saved his life.

Byron was too young to understand all the reasons why he should "do what he was told to
do."  We may not have the wisdom or knowledge to understand all the reasons why God asks us to
do certain things.  However, just as surely as being obedient saved Byron's life, our being obedient
to God will have great benefit for us.  Byron did not know how close he came to getting killed.  I'm
sure there have been many time we have avoided terrible consequences simply because we did what
we knew God would want us to do.  We cannot over emphasize the importance of obedience to God.

Within the history of the nation of Israel, God told them to do many things for which they had
little appreciation of their value.  The seventh day of rest for people and animals and the seventh year
of rest for the land may not have made much sense to them.  I'm sure they were totally bewildered
by God's instruction for them to march around Jericho as a means of defeating that city.  Probably
to this day, no one has figured out how that worked.

JOSHUA 6:1-5  Many of the cities of that day had built walls around their towns as a means
of protection against other people.  Raiding parties would travel through out the area and steal
whatever they could.  They would steal things, animals and people.  It was an untamed time in the
cycle of  human development.  There are remnants of such behavior in the world today.  Even in our
own country, some see a need for a more protected environment.  Communities will be build with one
road into their area and they will post a guard to restrict who can come in.  This is not quite as
dramatic as a city located on ten acres of land surrounded by a ten-foot thick wall that may have been
20 feet (or more) high.  

When threatened, a city would be prepared to defend itself by either taking the battle to the
enemy if they were few or by closing the gates and fending off any attack from a more superior force.
The people of Jericho choose the latter option.  They were well fortified and had prepared for such
sieges with food supplies and water to last a long time.  They were counting on the Israelites doing
a direct attack against the city walls and many of them would be killed in the process.  Eventually,
they would think that it was not worth losing that many people and they would give up and go
somewhere else.  That is exactly what would have happened, if the Israelites had gone about this
battle in a conventional way.  They would have been fighting the enemy on the enemy's terms.

Maybe there is a lesson for the church in the battles we see that need to be fought and the
strongholds that need to be pulled down.  We work against abortion, against pornography, against
addictive influences (drugs, alcohol, gambling), and against encroachment on basic human rights.



These are legitimate areas that need conquering and to be totally eliminated.  The reason we are
having such limited success is that we have allowed the opposition to define the terms of battle.  We
are working through the courts of our government and seem to be oblivious to the fact that it was
these very courts that allowed conditions to degenerate to the point they are now.  It is as if the
opposition is saying, "Come on, attack our walled city and see who wins!"  If we are going to win
the battle, then we must first have the "walls" eliminated.  Just as the walls of Jericho were removed
by supernatural power because of the obedience of the people of God, so also the walls of evil laws
will require supernatural power to effect their removal.  Before that happens, God's people will need
to become obedient to Him.

We will probably never know how marching around the city once a day for six days and then
seven time on the seventh day followed by a trumpet blast and a shout was related to the walls
coming down.  Maybe there is a lesson for us to learn about keeping the Sabbath day holy.  Our
society has gone so far away from this principle that most people observe a special day but it is
observed in honor of "personal freedom."  This further reinforces the contention that we really
worship at the shrine of "freedom" and have ceased, as nation, to recognize God as Lord.  Perhaps
there is a lesson to be learned relative to the coming judgement on the world and the sound of the
seven trumpets of God that will warn the people of the earth that judgement is near.  There may even
be a lesson concerning our sounding out the gospel message in loud and clear tones.  There is
certainly a message that we must be obedient to what God tells us to do if we expect to have victory
in this life.

JOSHUA 6:15-20  There was no doubt in the mind of the Israelites that God had given them
the victory.  They could not draw a direct cause and effect relationship between what they had done
and the fall of the city walls.  It had to be supernatural.  It had to be God at work on their behalf.

The attitude of the people of God to the inhabitants of the land was to be uncompromising.
The city and all the people except Rahab and her family were to be considered accursed.  It was to
be considered detestable.  So much of the world can appear to be attractive to us.  It is only by
adjusting our attitude to be in alignment with the attitude of God that we can see the so-called
pleasures of sin in their true light and, therefore, be uncompromising in our attitude toward them.
They have no place in the life of a Christian.  Obedience to the leading, ways and purpose of God will
ensure that we walk with Him and become more like Him.


