
CONQUEST 
Joshua 6:12-25 

 
 The concept of an outside group of people coming into an area and taking control of 
everything and everyone in that area is what the idea of conquest is about.  A lot of times we 
think of that happening in a relatively short period of time such as the invasion and defeat of 
Poland by the Germans at the beginning of what turned out to be World War II.  We could also 
think of the Europeans coming into the American world and taking control of it as a conquest 
that happened over a three hundred-year period of time.  Even less obvious is the conquest of 
what was generally thought to be Christian America by Secular Humanism that has been 
underway during the past one hundred years.   
 The “conquest” of the Promised Land by the upstart nation of Israel that happened 
starting around 1400 BC was spread out over several decades and resulted in a general but not 
absolute control of that land.  The initial confrontation after the Israelites had crossed the Jordan 
River was at Jericho.  Two spies were sent to check out the situation on the west side of the river 
before the mass of the people went into that area from the east side of the Jordan.  
 We are all familiar with the account of how the two spies went into the city of Jericho.  
They did not go unnoticed and their presence was reported to the king.  He sent soldiers to 
apprehend them so they could not return with any information they learned about the city.  As it 
turned out they went to an inn in the town which was operated by a harlot and she was aware of 
the accounts of what had happened forty years before when this group of people came out of 
Egypt.  She was convinced that the God of the Israelites was enabling these people and that it 
was going to be futile to resist what was happening.  She wanted to be on the winning side and 
was the reason she helped the spies.  She told them of the panic and fear of the people living in 
that area when they learned that the people of Israel were nearby.   
 With the help of Rahab, the spies made it back to Joshua with the report that the people in 
that area were already defeated in that they were convinced that no one could stop what the God 
of the Israelites was doing.  I guess that was good conformation of what God had already told 
Joshua in chapter one, verse five.  In reality they did not learn anything new about the outcome 
of the impending battle.   
 That raises a question of what was the real purpose of sending in the two spies?  The 
difference that resulted from the spy mission was that the family of Rahab was spared when the 
battle took place.  If the spies had not carried out the mission, Rahab and her family would have 
perished along with all the other people living in Jericho.  This is a case of Joshua taking 
initiative to do “due diligence” that resulted in a completely different outcome than he could 
have possibly imagined.  Instead of learning or confirming something he already knew, a 
“believer” became an important part of the lineage of the family into which the Messiah was 
born.  This is a good lesson for us: if we are first of all obedient to what God tells us to do and if 
we will also carry out good practices in preparation for the work that needs to be done, then God 
can use that in His eternal purposes.  There is no scriptural record that God told Joshua to send in 
spies, but he simply did what a good military leader should have done.   
 After they had crossed the Jordan River, then preparations continued that led up to the 
actual conquest of Jericho.   
 
Patient Obedience – 6:12-14 
12 Now Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 The seven priests carrying 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew the trumpets; and the 



armed men went before them and the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while they continued to blow the 
trumpets. 14 Thus the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp; they did so for six 
days.  Joshua 6:12-14 (NASB95) 
 Jericho is second only to Jerusalem in the amount of archeological work done in the past 
200 years.  Apparently, this site has had cities built and destroyed on it about seventeen times in 
its history that can be traced back prior to the time of Abraham.  It was a popular site for a city 
because there was an oasis or supply of fresh water.   
 The name Jericho is related to the Hebrew word for moon.  Some have suggested that the 
people of that area worshiped a moon goddess.  It may just be coincidental, but the logo of the 
Jericho Shriners is a crescent moon.  It has also been called the city of palms because of the trees 
growing there around the oasis.   
 The city was located on a hill or “tell” and was thought to cover an area of less than ten 
acres.  It could fit into the infield of Bristol Motor Speedway.  It was fortified with two walls that 
were about fifteen feet apart.  The outside wall was lower (further down the hill) than the inside 
wall and the height of each was around twenty feet.  The thickness of the outer wall was about 
six feet at the base and the inner wall may have been twice as thick at the base.  The walls were 
built of “mud bricks” which were sun dried.  Some archeological findings have apparently 
suggested that the space between the two walls was spanned by boards and people had built 
houses or shelters on these boards.  Apparently, this was where the residence or inn was located 
where Rahab lived.  Most translations of Joshua 2:15 say that Rahab dwelt upon the wall which 
would tend to agree with that idea.  On the other hand, Young’s Literal Translation says that her 
house was “in” the side of the wall and the NIV states that “the house she lived in was part of the 
city wall.”  Whatever the situation, her residence was such that someone could climb out a 
window and be outside the walls of Jericho as the two spies did.   
 The battle plan for Jericho was a lot of activity and did not involve a lot of battle.  God 
had already demonstrated miraculous intervention on behalf of the Israelites as they were going 
into the Promised Land when they crossed the Jordan River.  Prior to the battle an angelic 
warrior had revealed himself to Joshua and assured him that the battle was already won.  In order 
to participate in the victory, the army of Israel was told to do a series of steps that did not appear 
to be even remotely related to fighting a battle. 
 We are familiar with the story of how a group consisting of soldiers, trumpeter priests, a 
group carrying the Ark of the Covenant, and a rear guard of soldiers were to walk or march 
around the perimeter of the city once a day for six days and seven times on the seventh day.  
Considering that the distance around the wall exterior was about a half mile, then the trip around 
the city was probably over in thirty minutes. Many writers have speculated as to what such 
activity produced.  Some argued that it added to the fear or terror that the people of Jericho had 
been experiencing since the Israelites arrived in the general area.  Some commentators have 
suggested that when nothing happened after the first couple of days, that the people of Jericho 
would ridicule and taunt those who were marching around the city.   
 The activity may have simply been for the purpose of teaching the people of Israel that 
they needed to be diligently obedient to do all that God commanded if they are to be able to 
benefit from what God had already done on their behalf.  There were other battles and situations 
that would arise over the next several years and the lesson of meticulous obedience would be 
very important to bring success to enjoying the benefits of the Promised Land.   
 The specific actions of what was done may have been communicating a message to those 
involved and to us who would read about the details.  For example, the type of trumpet that was 
used was a “jobel” or a ram’s horn trumpet that was typically used in religious ceremonies.  



Normally, a “shofar” or a metallic (silver) trumpet would be used in military operations.  This 
choice would let the people know that this was not just another “military operation” but it was a 
declaration of a new era for the Land of Canaan in which the land would be free from the 
polluting pagan practices that had been happening for more than four hundred years.  In a way, 
the march around the city was a triumphant parade that was celebrated prior to the actual 
destruction of the city and everyone in it that was yet to happen.   
 The repeated use of the number seven (seven priests, seven trumpets, seven days, seven 
trips in one day) pointed to the completeness of God victory on behalf of the nation of Israel 
since seven represents completion or perfection.   
 The presence of the Ark of Covenant sent a message that the battle was the Lord’s and 
that this conquest of the land of Canaan was His operation.  The fact that God had the people 
repeat the trip around the city day after day was not only a test of their patience but was also a 
test of their faithfulness.  It is difficult to stay motivated to keep doing something (even if we are 
convinced that it is the right thing to do) when there is no evidence that what is being done is 
beneficial.   
 Additional instructions (not mentioned in the passage we just read) were that the people 
were to maintain silence as they marched.  That may have been a test of their self control.  The 
requirement of silence would certainly have prevented any dialogue with people of Jericho who 
may have been yelling insults at them as they walked around the city.  Related to that idea of not 
having dialogue with the enemy, Dietrich Bonhoeffer advised that when we are dealing with 
temptations of the devil or any of his representatives that we do NOT engage in any conversation 
or argument with them.  This was what Jesus did when many brought accusations against Him, 
He answered not a word.   
 
Final Preparations – 6:15-19 
15 Then on the seventh day they rose early at the dawning of the day and marched around the city in the same manner 
seven times; only on that day they marched around the city seven times. 16 At the seventh time, when the priests 
blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city. 17 “The city shall be 
under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the LORD; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in the house 
shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 “But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things 
under the ban, so that you do not covet them and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of Israel 
accursed and bring trouble on it. 19 “But all the silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron are holy to the LORD; 
they shall go into the treasury of the LORD.”  Joshua 6:15-19 (NASB95) 
 It is not clear if these instructions regarding what was to be done with regard to the 
people and animals in Jericho had been told to the army before the order to shout was given.  In 
verse seventeen we read that the city and all that was in it were to be considered to be “cherem.”  
This Hebrew word has been translated variously as accursed, devoted to the Lord for destruction, 
and under the ban.  The explanation in the second part of this verse tells us that everything there 
belonged to God and He had already decided its outcome or destination.  Another way of 
describing what happened is the idea of a “holy war.”   
 The warning for the people of Israel to not take for themselves that which was devoted to 
God was a further emphasis that the battle against Jericho was not to be treated as an ordinary 
military conquest.  The expression of “to the victor belong the spoils of war” could be said to 
apply here when we consider that the victory belonged to God and could not be attributed to 
what the Israelites did in obediently marching around the city and blowing ram’s horn trumpets.  
This warning was apparently needed since it was calling for actions that are contrary to the way 
people typically behave.  Not everyone abided by this rule as was eventually discovered 
following the attempted conquest of the city of Ai which we will see in Chapter seven.  



 The terminology “holy war” has been in the news for more than a decade and is usually a 
reference to Islamic terrorism as being a holy war against the infidels which in their thinking is 
everyone who is not a follower of Allah.  Is there a difference in what God was doing through 
Israel in their conquest of the Promised Land and what radical Islamic terrorists are doing today?   
 One significant difference can be seen in that “radical Islamic holy war” targets everyone 
who is non Muslim and even some Muslims that do not agree with their radical ideas.  The holy 
war that was being fought in the land of Canaan was specifically directed to those who were 
occupying the land that God had promised to Abraham some 400 years earlier.  Another 
difference is that the Israelites were guided by the 400-year promise that the inhabitant of the 
land of Canaan would become so wicked that their destruction was needed to purify the land.  
The Muslims have no such promise.   
 Another argument that has been suggested is that the God of Israel is Sovereign and He 
actually commanded and facilitated the destruction of the inhabitants of Canaan.  No such 
command from Jehovah God has been given the Muslim terrorists.  There is no mention of 
hatred of the Israelites for those who were killed; they were being dispassionately obedient to the 
command of God.  The terrorism carried out in the Muslim Jihad (holy war) is openly stated to 
be motivated by hatred.   
 Another factor to consider is that historical precedents of devoting people to destruction 
had been established by Jehovah in response to the wickedness of humans in the past.  The flood 
that destroyed the world, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the death of the first born of 
the Egyptians, and the destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea as they pursued the 
Israelites are such examples.   
 
Obedience Rewarded – 6:20-25 
20 So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the 
people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight ahead, and they took the city. 21 They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man and woman, young 
and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword. 22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out 
the land, “Go into the harlot’s house and bring the woman and all she has out of there, as you have sworn to her.” 23 

So the young men who were spies went in and brought out Rahab and her father and her mother and her brothers 
and all she had; they also brought out all her relatives and placed them outside the camp of Israel. 24 They burned the 
city with fire, and all that was in it. Only the silver and gold, and articles of bronze and iron, they put into the 
treasury of the house of the LORD. 25 However, Rahab the harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua 
spared; and she has lived in the midst of Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.  Joshua 6:20-25 (NASB95) 
 There could be no doubt in the mind of the Israelites that God had given them the victory.  
They could not draw a direct cause and effect relationship between what they had done and the 
fall of the city walls.  It had to be supernatural.  It had to be God at work on their behalf. 
 The attitude of the people of God toward the inhabitants of the land was to be 
uncompromising.  The city and all the people except Rahab and her family were to be considered 
accursed.  The city and all those living there were to be considered detestable.  
 We have noted that the events recorded for us in the Old Testament are physical life 
examples that teach us spiritual truths that we can apply to our lives under the New Covenant.  
What would be the “spiritual life” application that we should learn from the “cherem” principle 
that certain things should be devoted to the Lord for destruction?  In the Canaanite example, the 
people groups that would be sources of evil influence for the Israelites were to be “under the 
ban” and should be totally destroyed.   
 The battle during the conquest of the Promised Land was in the physical realm.  In our 



individual situations, where is the battle being fought?  The simple answer is that the battle is 
going on in our hearts and minds.  The “essence of our being” is the battle ground and there are 
entrenched “Canaanites” (worldly philosophies and habits) that need to be dealt with in a ruthless 
manner.  Sometimes we fail to recognize that our way of thinking is worldly or carnal and we 
fail to deal with the error.  Sometimes we like the glitter of the nice clothes or the silver and gold 
that Achan took for himself from Jericho and these things prove to be stumbling blocks for us as 
well as for others in our area of influence.  If we want the victory, then we need to be 
uncompromisingly dedicated to walking in the Way that Christ has provided for us.   
 So much of the world can appear to be attractive to us.  It is only by adjusting our attitude 
to be in alignment with the attitude of God that we can see the so-called pleasures of sin in their 
true light and, therefore, be uncompromising in our attitude toward them.  They have no place in 
the life of a Christian.  Obedience to the leading, ways and purpose of God will ensure that we 
walk with Him and become more like Him.   


