
GOD’S COVENANT AND ISRAEL’S SIN

God is a Covenant God.  He started with Adam, made a covenant with Noah, moved on
to Abraham (Isaac and Jacob), to Moses, Joshua and then to David.  In each case, God was the
initiator.  God set the extent of the covenant.  None of those with whom God dealt had done
anything to deserve the blessings of the covenant God initiated.  This is evidence of His grace.  In
each situation we can see that God’s covenant requires a response to His grace.  That response is
best summed up by the word “obedience” or “faithfulness.”

If one were to properly response to God’s covenant, then one could legitimately expect to
enjoy all the blessings the covenant spelled out.  A logical question we should ask is “what if one
does not respond properly to God’s grace?”

We see evidence of the consequences by looking at the history of Solomon, the wisest
person who ever lived.  If we respond improperly to God’s grace, then God’s judgment can affect
not only us, but also our children.

1 ¶ King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter -- Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.  2 They were from nations about which the LORD had told
the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their
gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.  3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and
three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.  4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his
heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his
father had been.  5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of
the Ammonites.  6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely,
as David his father had done.  7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the
detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.  8 He did the same for all
his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.  1 Kings 11:1-8

Though God had given Solomon much wisdom, he did not apply that wisdom in his
personal life.  He was able to amass great wealth and he rendered wise judgments.  He was
honored and respected by the heads of other nations.  However, he let his passions rule his
personal life.  This lack of control lead to his involvement in idol worship.  This practice was one
of the most detestable acts as far as God was concerned since He viewed it as spiritual adultery.

Solomon did not deliberately plan to worship idols, he just drifted into it.  Little by little,
he turned away from God to other gods.  Such gradual turning away from God is what happens to
Christians today.  There are many things on which we can focus.  The great diversion of
entertainment has a powerful prominence in our homes in the form of the television.  The
possibilities are endless: summer homes, travel, vacations, sports, career, civic clubs, hobbies, etc.

God had warned Israel about association with their ungodly neighbors.  They had been
specifically warned against intermarriage with pagans.  Though was the wisest man who ever
lived, his wisdom was not equal to the wisdom found in God’s words.  Solomon apparently
thought (that since he was so wise) he could marry pagan women and he would be able to handle
whatever danger such marriages might bring.  In his overconfidence, he ignored God’s clear
warning.  As history has proven over and over, God’s advice (commandments) are spurned
(disobeyed) to our own determent.

“Come ye out from among them and be ye separate” is as valid today for Christians as it
was when it was first spoken.  A separated life is one in which we are motivated by our desire to
please God.  We do not use the ways of the world to accomplish our purpose but we go the way
of sacrificial love.



What did God think about Solomon’s behavior?
9 ¶ The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God
of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.  10  Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods,
Solomon did not keep the LORD's command.  11 So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your
attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most
certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.  1 Kings 11:9-11

If our children willfully disobeys us, we will (should) punish the child.  However, we do
not hold that disobedience against the child.  We forgive him.  Nevertheless, the forgiveness does
not prevent the punishment.  In a similar way, God’s judgment is tempered with mercy especially
that judgment that comes out of a covenant relationship.  In Solomon’s case, God remembered
Solomon’s father David and spared Solomon the direct consequences of his folly during his
lifetime.

God had promised David that his descendants would reign forever.  The direct physical
descendants could have lived out that promise, but through their carelessness they did not enjoy
the blessing of the covenant.  The promise will be realized through Jesus Christ.  

We who are in Christ Jesus will ultimately inherit all the promises and will partake of the
covenant blessings.


