
COMPROMISED 

1 Kings 11:1-13 

 

 Yahweh is a Covenant God.  He started with Adam, made a covenant with Noah, moved 

then to Abraham (Isaac and Jacob), to Moses, Joshua and then to David.  In each case, God was 

the initiator.  God set the extent of the covenant.  None of those with whom God dealt had 

previously done anything to deserve the blessings of the covenant God initiated.  This is 

evidence of His grace.  In each situation we can see that God’s covenant required a response to 

His grace.  That response is best summed up by the word “obedience” or “faithfulness.” 

 If one were to properly respond to God’s covenant, then one could legitimately expect to 

enjoy all the blessings the covenant spelled out.  A logical question we should ask is “what if one 

does not respond properly to God’s grace?” 

 We see evidence of the consequences by looking at the history of Solomon, the wisest 

person who ever lived.  If we respond improperly to God’s grace, then God’s judgment can 

affect not only us, but also our children.  

 You probably know someone or have heard of someone "with great potential" who did 

not turn out to be successful.  There are children in families we know who were bright and 

perhaps even gifted and because of their infatuation with rock music or the use of illegal drugs 

have become little more than "drifters" through life.  All the great potential became no more than 

that – just potential.  We can remember news stories of great athletes in college or even in the 

professional leagues who lost their careers (and in some cases lost their very lives) because of 

drug addiction.  This misplacement of priorities is not limited to the young.  We have heard of 

career politicians, preachers, and businessmen who have let illegal or illicit behavior gain control 

of their lives and be ruined in the process.  These people were not lacking in mental capability.  

Many of them can be shown to have above average intelligence and drive. 

 This phenomenon is not just a product of modern-day America.  It has been around a 

long time.  One of the more famous people who fell into the trap of misplaced priorities was one 

of the wisest people the world has ever seen.  Solomon drifted away from God by failing to keep 

his relationship with God as the number one priority in his life. 

 

Warning Ignored – 11:1-3 
1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, 

Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, 

“You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after 

their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 

concubines, and his wives turned his heart away.  1 Kings 11:1-3 (NASB95) 

 Right after the Bible told us that Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the 

kings of the earth, we are told that he had a weakness.  That weakness was lack of control of his 

passion regarding beautiful women.  There are many men who experience this problem.  This 

lack of control causes many problems ranging from the spread of disease to the proliferation of 

divorce.  It funds the pornography industry that sells multiple millions of dollars’ worth of trashy 

magazines, movies and videos.  It has wrecked the lives of presidents and ordinary people.  In 

Solomon's case he did not have to just use his imagination, he had the money and the power to 

have anything he wanted.  So, he married many women.  Solomon had 700 wives and 300 

concubines.  Solomon is the great example of the sad truth that the loftiest and wisest share in the 

universal sinfulness of humanity.   

 The practice of multiple marriages was accepted by the people.  We can see from the 



fuller revelation of the Scriptures that this practice is not God's ideal for the family.  It is 

interesting that in our society that uses the argument that morality cannot be legislated; we have 

laws that prohibit being married to two people at the same time.  In Solomon's situation the 

problem did not stem so much from the multiple marriages but from the background of the 

women he married.  They were foreigners.  He had wives from Egypt, Moab, Ammon, Edom, 

Sidon, and the Hittites.  Usually, these marriages were to daughters of royal families and were 

part of the sealing of treaties between the two countries. 

 Intellectually, one could rationalize that this practice could be a good idea.  Spiritually, it 

was disastrous.  God had specifically prohibited such intermarriages for a reason.  That reason 

was that they would turn the people of Israel away from God to the gods their people worshiped.  

Amazingly, this is exactly what happened to Solomon.  We are told that Solomon "held fast to 

them in love."  In other words, even though he knew it was prohibited, he did not stop what he 

was doing.  The practice went on for years.  You do not acquire 700 wives in a short period of 

time.  It took years for this to happen.   

 As a result of clinging to this weakness rather than relying on God, Solomon became 

dependent on these relationships for validation of his importance (and perhaps of his manliness).  

Anything we depend on for esteem, security, our sense of worth, or whatever can displace God 

as first priority in our lives.  This "anything" may be food, it may be alcohol or drugs, it may be 

golf, fishing, television, or "churchianity."  When we look to something else and, in effect, turn 

away from God, then we have trouble.  The First Commandment of the ten God gave to Moses 

instructs us to have no other gods before the one true God.  We are to love the Lord our God with 

all our heart, mind, and strength. 

 Though God had given Solomon much wisdom, he did not apply that wisdom in his 

personal life.  He was able to amass great wealth and he rendered wise judgments.  He was 

honored and respected by the heads of other nations.  However, he let his passions rule his 

personal life.  This lack of control led to his involvement in idol worship.  This practice was one 

of the most detestable acts as far as God was concerned since He viewed it as spiritual adultery. 

 Solomon did not deliberately plan to worship idols, he just drifted into it.  Little by little, 

he turned away from God to other gods.  Such gradual turning away from God can happen to 

Christians today.  There are many things on which we can focus.  The great diversion of 

entertainment has a powerful prominence in the lives of many people.  The diversion 

possibilities are endless: summer homes, travel, vacations, sports, career, civic clubs, hobbies, 

etc. 

 God had warned Israel about association with their ungodly neighbors.  They had been 

specifically warned against intermarriage with pagans.  Though Solomon was the wisest man 

who ever lived, his wisdom was not equal to the wisdom found in God’s words.  Solomon 

apparently thought (that since he was so wise) he could marry pagan women and he would be 

able to handle whatever danger such marriages might bring.  In his overconfidence, he ignored 

God’s clear warning.  As history has proven over and over, God’s commandments are spurned 

(disobeyed) to our own determent.   

 “Come ye out from among them and be ye separate” is a valid admonition for Christians 

today.  A separated life is one in which we are motivated by our desire to please God.  We do not 

use the ways of the world to accomplish our purposes but we go the way of sacrificial love. 

 

A Divided Heart – 11:4-8 
4 For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted 

to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of 



the Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the 

LORD, and did not follow the LORD fully, as David his father had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for 

Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable 

idol of the sons of Ammon. 8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their 

gods.  1 Kings 11:4-8 (NASB95) 

 Turning away from God was not a spur-of-the-moment decision.  In fact, it was hardly a 

decision at all in that Solomon allowed things to happen that made it easier to go with the way of 

the world than to be faithful to God.  As he grew older, his wives exerted influence on him to 

accommodate their beliefs.  He built temples for their gods and they worshiped these pagan 

deities.  The worship practices of these pagan gods were detestable to God.  Ashtoreth was a 

goddess of fertility and it doesn’t take a lot of imagination to figure out what some of their 

practices were.  Milcom or Molech is described in other references in connection with the 

sacrifice of children.   

 As we look about us in our society, we can see practices that could be characterized as 

detestable.  If we can determine the principal characteristic of what each of these pagan deities 

represent, then we can see evidence that many people today still worship these without realizing 

what they are doing.   

 Ashtoreth was the main feminine deity (goddess) of the Phoenicians and variations were 

found in all parts of the ancient world.  She was representative of the moon or of Venus and 

these representations alluded to the “ability to produce” or sensuality depending on whether it 

was the moon or Venus.  How do we see the devotion of these two ideas working out in our 

world?  The most obvious would be the feminist movement with the emphasis of women in the 

work place (productivity) and in the exploitation of sexuality in everything from prostitution to 

advertising.   

 Milcom was also known as Molech and this deity was associated with child sacrifice by 

passing the child through the fire.  Various commentaries don’t always agree as to what this 

means, but most tend toward the most gruesome aspects of what likely happened.  Is there 

anything today that is akin to child sacrifice in things that people do?  You could argue that 

abortion for the convenience of the parents would come close to child sacrifice.  The other end of 

that spectrum would be the practice of having more children than one can take care of in order to 

obtain government-based welfare payments shows a lack of value regarding the life of a child.   

 Chemosh was the god of the Moabites and the Ammonites.  The literal meaning of the 

name is “subduer” which may imply oppression and domination.  Little else is known about this 

pagan deity.  We could come up with examples of individuals or groups that seek to “subdue” 

others and control or dominate other people.  Control issues are perhaps the driving forces in 

most interpersonal relationships so there may be a lot of folks who are worshipers of Chemosh.  

 

Discipline Promised – 11:9-13  
9 Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who 

had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; 

but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded. 11 So the LORD said to Solomon, “Because you have done 

this, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the 

kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 12 “Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your 

father David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 “However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I 

will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 

1 Kings 11:9-13 (NASB95)  

 If we could ever learn that our actions have consequences, then we would be so much 

better off.  Solomon's actions caused God to be angry with him.  In spite of the fact that God had 

appeared to him twice, Solomon still ignored what God told him about following other gods.  



God's judgement was that He would tear the kingdom away from him but not in Solomon's 

lifetime.  That kindness or accommodation was given to Solomon, not because Solomon 

deserved it, but because God was remembering and honoring David's faithfulness.  Even though 

David sinned, it was not a lifestyle of sin.  David's sins were sins of carnality and not sins of 

spirituality in turning away from God to worship and give honor to pagan deities.  Further 

accommodation was given in that all the kingdom would not be taken from Solomon's 

descendants.  This decision resulted in a divided kingdom of Israel and Judah in the days of the 

son of Solomon.   

 There are many lessons for us to learn as Christians from the life of Solomon.  If we do 

not cultivate our vegetable gardens, then the weeds will take them over.  If we do not cultivate 

our devotion and commitment to God, then our affections will be diverted to things of this world.  

If we are not careful, we can allow relationships with people to become more important than our 

relationship with God.  When that happens then we will inevitably make wrong choices for 

which we have to pay a price.   

 We can see from the experience of Solomon, the wisdom of Paul's advice regarding not 

being unequally yoked with unbelievers.  We should cultivate our friendships and relationships 

with fellow believers rather than with nonbelievers.  We can look around us and see the 

increasing influence of eastern mysticism religions, pagan religions that disguise themselves as 

fraternal organizations and just plain secular humanism that would displace God as revealed in 

Jesus Christ from the place of priority in our lives.  We must ever be on guard against such 

influence for ourselves and our families.  Finally, we need to stop just playing the game of 

"religion" and realize that nothing is more important and nothing is more real and nothing has 

more eternal significance than our relationship with God.  

 If our child willfully disobeys us, we will (should) punish the child.  However, we do not 

hold that disobedience against the child.  We forgive him.  Nevertheless, the forgiveness does not 

prevent the punishment.  In a similar way, God’s judgment is tempered with mercy especially 

that judgment that comes out of a covenant relationship.  In Solomon’s case, God remembered 

Solomon’s father David and spared Solomon the direct consequences of his folly during his 

lifetime.  Alexander MacLaren observed that the consequences of great national virtues or crimes 

are seldom reaped by the generation that sowed the seed and did the deed, but take time to 

mature and work themselves out.  Consequently, Solomon benefitted from David’s faithfulness 

but Rehoboam reaped the consequences of Solomon’s choices in his latter years.  

 God had promised David that his descendants would reign forever.  The direct physical 

descendants could have lived out that promise, but through their carelessness they did not enjoy 

the blessing of the covenant.  The promise was fulfilled through Jesus Christ.  MacLaren 

observed that “Solomon was wise, but Christ is ‘Wisdom.’ Solomon built a Temple, but also 

altars to false gods; and his Temple was burned with fire.  But Christ is the true Temple as well 

as Priest and Sacrifice.  Christ is the one flawless Man, who makes those who take Him for their 

King wise and peaceful, prosperous, and in due time be transformed into the likeness of 

Himself.”  

 We who are in Christ Jesus will ultimately inherit all the promises and will partake of the 

covenant blessings. 


