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SHARING THE GOOD NEWS

It is paradoxical that people who are basically selfish (that includes most of us) will tell others
about a good restaurant and encourage them to go there.  We might tell someone about the good deal
we got at a certain car dealer and suggest that others also “check it out.”  We might tell someone about
the good service we received at a particular car-repair shop.  Sharing such information with others
really doesn’t cost us anything.  We realize that if others go to the same restaurant, it will not prevent
us from going.  They are not likely to run out of food.  The car dealer or repair shop will not run out
of cars or service.  Selfishness does not become a consideration in such matters because we sense that
the supply is not limited.  We will not be limited in our opportunity just because someone else
participates.  In such a situation we are confident that everyone can win.  On the other hand, if we
sense that there is a limited supply of something and we did not get all we wanted, then we are much
less likely to tell others.  Limited supply leads to competitiveness rather than cooperation.  When people
sense there is a “win-lose” situation then we can see the basic selfish nature coming into play.

Successful relationships are built on a win-win philosophy.  These relationships are stable and
all participants grow and prosper.  If selfishness enters on the part of just one of the participants, then
the attitudes quickly transform into a win-lose philosophy.  Such a relationship is very unstable and
produces much anxiety.  One side may get ahead of the other for a period of time, but the tide will
turn and the situation may reserve itself.  The net result is that the absolute growth level for both is
hindered and the situation, if left to run its natural course,  turns eventually into a more stable condition
of lose-lose.  It is almost impossible to recover from a lose-lose condition.  This is where many marriages
are heading.  It is where our government is now with all the partisan politics.  Everyone loses.  The
cause comes right back to viewing our world as finite and limited rather than expanding our thinking
to the infinite.  If we are totally worldly in our outlook, then we will see finiteness and limits.  If we
are looking to God as our Source for everything, then we will see His infinite provision providing far
beyond all we could need or want.

There was a situation in the history of Israel in which four men who had nothing discovered
great wealth and had to decide what to do about it.  Syria was the mortal enemy of the Northern
Kingdom (Israel).  They threatened and attacked the cities on various occasions.  Since the cities were
protected by walls, the invading army would surround a city and simply wait.  Eventually, those in
the city faced with starvation would give up or have to come out and fight.  On one such occasion
when Elisha was the prophet in Israel, the conditions had gotten so bad that people were eating the
head of a donkey.  Women were eating their own children.  All the grain bins and wine vats were empty.

When the king heard how bad the situation was, he was shocked and enraged.  He wanted
someone to blame and decided that God was responsible for their condition.  In reality, the king and
his people were responsible for their problems.  The nation of Israel had gone away from God and
had mixed in pagan religions and pagan ideas with their daily lives to such a point they no longer relied
on God.  Throughout their history, when the people went away from God, He would allow their enemies
to oppress them as a means to bring them back to Himself.  Even today, people’s problems are often
blamed on God and they want to strike out at God.  The king decided that he could strike out at God
by killing God’s prophet Elisha.  He sent one of his aides as a messenger to Elisha to tell him that the
king was going to cut off his head.  Elisha already knew what the message was and would not let the
aide come in.  The aide gave the king’s message:  "This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I wait
for the LORD any longer?"

2 KINGS 7:1-2 Even before the threat on Elisha’s life could be spoken, Elisha interrupted
with a message from God.  When we have a choice to listen to great leaders of the world or to hear
a word from God, we would do well to listen to what God has to say.  Elisha told him that by the next
day the famine would be over.  People would be able to buy food for regular prices.  The king’s aide



was skeptical and said that such a thing could not be unless God poured out food from Heaven.  That
was just another way of saying that Elisha was wrong.  Elisha then pronounced judgement on the aide
because he dared to contradict the word from God.  That judgement was that he would see the truth
of the end of the famine but would not enjoy the bounty of the day.

2 KINGS 7:3-4 The condition of the people within the walls of the city was severe.  However,
there were those who were worse off than they.  Some people weren’t even welcomed withing the
walls.  People with leprosy were forced to live apart from others as a means of protection for the rest
of the community.  The four men were facing death by starvation.  They realized they had a choice.
They could die by starvation, which was a certainty; or they could risk death at the hands of the Syrians,
which was not a certainty but was highly probable.  There was a chance that the Syrians would NOT
kill them but give them food since they would not be seen as a threat.  So they really did not have a
lot to lose.

It was somewhat like being on an airplane that is going to crash.  If you stay in it, you know
the outcome is death.  If you put on a parachute and jump, you may still get killed; but, you have a
chance of survival.  Most would opt to jump.  However, if you had never even heard of a parachute,
then you might have a lot more doubts.  This is similar to the situation with the lepers.  The outcome
of going to the Syrian camp was not certain at all.

The decision to accept God’s condition for salvation by putting all our trust in Him is not too
different from the decision to jump from a burning airplane or to go to the camp of the Syrians.  In
each of the three cases, doing nothing leads to the sure consequence of death.  The parachute gives
you a chance  though you may not know it will work.  You put your faith in it and trust your life to
it.  The lepers were full of doubts but they still trusted their life to the decision to go to the camp of
the Syrians.  In the same way, our fate is sealed in that “All have sinned and come short of the glory
of God.”  We as told “The wages of sin is death.”  If we do nothing, then spiritual death is the outcome.
We are offered a way to life and though we may not know (before hand) the surety of the outcome,
we put what trust we have in God’s grace and step out in faith relying on Him.

2 KINGS 7:5-8 To their amazement, the Syrian had abandoned the camp and had run for their
lives.  They even left their horses and all their provisions.  God had intervened and that made all the
difference.  In the impossible situations of our lives, we have the choices of accepting the “inevitable”
or we can trust God for him to make a difference.  Most of us do not even think to ask God for his
help in the everyday things of life.  As a consequence, we fail to see His hand at work in our behalf.
Without active trust, our faith does not grow and we are not ready to trust Him for the truly impossible
situations we face.  

The lepers were overjoyed in their discovery.  They, first of all, thought of themselves.  They
ate some food and they carried away and hid silver, gold, and clothes for themselves.  There was more
there than they could possibly use.  It seemed to be unlimited.  

2 KINGS 7:9  They could think of others only after their needs for survival and security were
satisfied.  In the hierarchy of needs, it is human nature to want to satisfy our basic requirements before
we look outside of ourselves to help others.  They realized that it would be wrong to not share with
those in need especially when they had abundance.  They felt compelled to not even wait until morning
came.  

Since all of our needs have been met in Christ Jesus, we should be motivated to share the good
news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Unto whom much is given, much is required.  We have found the
ultimate Source of God in Christ and must urgently share it with others. 


