
RESPONSIBILITY NOT TO REMAIN SILENT 
2 Kings 7:3-9, 12-13, 15-16 

 
 It is paradoxical that people who are basically selfish (that includes most of us) will tell 
others about a good restaurant and encourage them to go there.  We might tell someone about the 
good deal we got at a certain car dealer and suggest that others also “check it out.”  We might tell 
someone about the good service we received at a particular car-repair shop.  Sharing such 
information with others really doesn’t cost us anything.  We realize that if others go to the same 
restaurant, it will not prevent us from going.  They are not likely to run out of food.  The car 
dealer or repair shop will not run out of cars or service.  Selfishness does not become a 
consideration in such matters because we sense that the supply is not limited.  We will not be 
limited in our opportunity just because someone else participates.  In such a situation we are 
confident that everyone can win.  On the other hand, if we sense that there is a limited supply of 
something and we did not get all we wanted, then we are much less likely to tell others.  Limited 
supply leads to competitiveness rather than cooperation.  When people sense there is a “win-
lose” situation then we can see the basic selfish nature coming into play. 
 Successful relationships are built on a win-win philosophy.  These relationships are stable 
and all participants grow and prosper.  If selfishness enters on the part of just one of the 
participants, then the attitudes quickly transform into a win-lose philosophy.  Such a relationship 
is very unstable and produces much anxiety.  One side may get ahead of the other for a period of 
time, but the tide will turn and the situation may reserve itself.  The net result is that the absolute 
growth level for both is hindered and the situation, if left to run its natural course,  turns 
eventually into a more stable condition of lose-lose.  It is almost impossible to recover from a 
lose-lose condition.  This is where many marriages are heading.  It is where our government is 
now with all the partisan politics.  Everyone loses.  The cause comes right back to viewing our 
world as finite and limited rather than expanding our thinking to the infinite.  If we are totally 
worldly in our outlook, then we will see finiteness and limits.  If we are looking to God as our 
Source for everything, then we will see His infinite provision providing far beyond all we could 
need or want. 
 There was a situation in the history of Israel in which four men who had nothing 
discovered great wealth and had to decide what to do about it.  Aram (or Syria) was the mortal 
enemy of the Northern Kingdom (Israel).  They threatened and attacked the cities on various 
occasions.  Since the cities were protected by walls, the invading army would surround a city and 
simply wait.  Eventually, those in the city faced with starvation would give up or have to come 
out and fight.  On one such occasion when Elisha was the prophet in Israel, the conditions had 
gotten so bad that people were eating the head of a donkey.  Women were eating their own 
children.  All the grain bins and wine vats were empty. 
 When the king heard how bad the situation was, he was shocked and enraged.  He wanted 
someone to blame and decided that God was responsible for their condition.  In reality, the king 
and his people were responsible for their problems.  The nation of Israel had gone away from 
God and had mixed in pagan religions and pagan ideas with their daily lives to such a point they 
no longer relied on God.  Throughout their history, when the people went away from God, He 
would allow their enemies to oppress them as a means to bring them back to Himself.  Even 
today, people’s problems are often blamed on God and they want to strike out at God.  The king 
decided that he could strike out at God by killing God’s prophet Elisha.  He sent one of his aides 
as a messenger to Elisha to tell him that the king was going to cut off his head.  Elisha already 



knew what the message was and would not let the aide come in.  The aide gave the king’s 
message:  "This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD any longer?" 
 Even before the threat on Elisha’s life could be spoken, Elisha interrupted with a message 
from God.  (See 2 Kings 7:1-2)  When we have a choice to listen to great leaders of the world or 
to hear a word from God, we would do well to listen to what God has to say.  Elisha told him that 
by the next day the famine would be over.  People would be able to buy food for regular prices.  
One of the elders on whom the king relied was there meeting with Elisha when the messenger 
from the king arrived.  He was skeptical that the trouble would end so soon and said that such a 
thing could not be unless God poured out food from Heaven.  That was just another way of 
saying that Elisha was wrong.  Elisha then pronounced judgment on the aide because he dared to 
contradict the word from God.  That judgment was that he would see the truth of the end of the 
famine but would not enjoy the bounty of the day. 
 
Realize God Is Always at Work - 7:3-7 
3 Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why do we sit here 
until we die? 4 “If we say, ‘We will enter the city,’ then the famine is in the city and we will die there; and if we sit 
here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us go over to the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we will 
live; and if they kill us, we will but die.” 5 They arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans; when they came 
to the outskirts of the camp of the Arameans, behold, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord had caused the army of 
the Arameans to hear a sound of chariots and a sound of horses, even the sound of a great army, so that they said to 
one another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians, 
to come upon us.” 7 Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents and their horses and their 
donkeys, even the camp just as it was, and fled for their life.  2 Kings 7:3-7 (NASB95) 
 The condition of the people within the walls of the city was severe.  However, there were 
those who were worse off than they.  Some people weren’t even welcomed within the walls.  
People with leprosy were forced to live apart from others as a means of protection for the rest of 
the community.  Jewish tradition says that these lepers were Gehazi and his three sons.  These 
were also facing death by starvation.  They realized they had a choice.  They could die by 
starvation, which was a certainty; or they could risk death at the hands of the Syrians, which was 
not a certainty but was highly probable.  There was a chance that the Syrians would NOT kill 
them but give them food since they would not be seen as a threat.  So they really did not have a 
lot to lose. 
 It was somewhat like being on an airplane that is going to crash.  If you stay in it, you 
know the outcome is death.  If you put on a parachute and jump, you may still get killed, but, you 
have a chance of survival.  Most would opt to jump.  However, if you had never even heard of a 
parachute, then you might have a lot more doubts.  This is similar to the situation with the lepers.  
The outcome of going to the Syrian camp was not certain at all.  This is the second time in the 
accounts related to the prophet Elisha that someone in a desperate situation was faced with a 
choice of what to do and the conclusion was “try this, what do you have to lose?”    
 The decision to accept God’s condition for salvation by putting all our trust in Him is not 
too different from the decision to jump from a burning airplane or to go to the camp of the 
Syrians.  In each of the three cases, doing nothing leads to the sure consequence of death.  The 
parachute gives you a chance though you may not know it will work.  You put your faith in it 
and trust your life to it.  The lepers were full of doubts but they still trusted their life to the 
decision to go to the camp of the Syrians.  In the same way, our fate is sealed in that “All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  We as told “The wages of sin is death.”  If we do 
nothing, then spiritual death is the outcome.  We are offered a way to life and though we may not 
know (before hand) the surety of the outcome, we put what trust we have in God’s grace and step 



out in faith relying on Him. 
 To their amazement, the Syrian had abandoned the camp and had run for their lives.  
They even left their horses and all their provisions.  God had intervened and that made all the 
difference.  In the impossible situations of our lives, we have the choices of accepting the 
“inevitable” or we can trust God for him to make a difference.  Most of us do not even think to 
ask God for his help in the everyday things of life.  As a consequence, we fail to see His hand at 
work in our behalf.  Without active trust, our faith does not grow and we are not ready to trust 
Him for the truly impossible situations we face.   
 It was not unusual that groups of nations would form alliances against a more powerful 
common enemy.  The Syrians had likely thought that they could not be stopped in capturing 
Samaria unless the Israelites got help from some of the nearby neighbors.  They viewed the 
Hittites or Amorites and the Egyptians as threats to their efforts to expand their territory.  When 
the Lord caused them to hear a sound like horses and chariots approaching, they were ready to 
imagine the worst.  Their fears of what might have been became a reality in their imaginations 
and they panicked and ran away.   
 
Tell Others About It - 7:8-9 
8 When these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they entered one tent and ate and drank, and carried from 
there silver and gold and clothes, and went and hid them; and they returned and entered another tent and carried 
from there also, and went and hid them. 9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day 
of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore 
come, let us go and tell the king’s household.”  2 Kings 7:8-9 (NASB95) 
 The lepers were overjoyed in their discovery.  They, first of all, thought of themselves 
which is what you would expect for someone who was starving to death.  They ate some food 
and they carried away and hid silver, gold, and clothes for themselves.  We see a consistency in 
this account with the account about Naaman (see Chapter five of 2 Kings) in that the things of 
value that one might accumulate were silver, gold and clothing.  There was more food there than 
they could possibly use.  It seemed to be unlimited.   
 They could think of others only after their needs for survival and security were satisfied.  
It is human nature to want to satisfy our basic requirements before we look outside of ourselves 
to help others.  They realized that it would be wrong to not share with those in need especially 
when they had abundance.  They felt compelled to not even wait until morning came.  Since all 
of our needs have been met in Christ Jesus, we should be motivated to share the good news of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Unto whom much is given, much is required.  We have found the 
ultimate Source of God in Christ and must urgently share it with others.  
 
Urge Others to Check It Out - 7:12-13 
12 Then the king arose in the night and said to his servants, “I will now tell you what the Arameans have done to us. 
They know that we are hungry; therefore they have gone from the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, 
‘When they come out of the city, we will capture them alive and get into the city.’ ” 13 One of his servants said, 
“Please, let some men take five of the horses which remain, which are left in the city. Behold, they will be in any 
case like all the multitude of Israel who are left in it; behold, they will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel 
who have already perished, so let us send and see.”  2 Kings 7:12-13 (NASB95) 
 Was the king being reasonable in his caution and suspicion that this might be a trap?  
Apparently, this was a ploy that had been used before in battles.  In fact, this same tactic was 
used by the Soviet Union in the Hungarian revolt in 1956.  The Soviets tried to put down the 
revolution but were not successful, initially.  They then appeared to withdraw and they declared 
that they would work with the revolutionaries.  Then almost immediately they reversed their 



action and swept into Hungary with 15 divisions and six thousand tanks along with MIG fighter 
planes to eventually crush the revolution.  
 What could have given the king more confidence that this apparent withdrawal was real 
and not just a trick?  If the king’s aide who had heard Elisha’s prophecy regarding the 
availability of food (that would happen the next day) had communicated this word from God to 
the king, then the king could have had confidence that the threat was over.  Of course, if the king 
was as disbelieving as his aide was, then the word of God would not have helped him.  The 
obvious lesson for us is that by knowing and believing the word of God, we can act with 
confidence in the face of potential threats to our well being.  We, of course, must act in 
accordance with the word of God in order to benefit from it. 
 If a person has not heard and/or not believed the word of God and the options available 
are very limited, then how does a person make a wise decision?  In this case, the possibilities 
were essentially three scenarios.  The first was to do nothing and everyone would starve to death.  
The second option was to send someone to check out the report and if they were captured and/or 
killed, then it would just be a more rapid conclusion of what was going to happen anyway.  If 
they discovered that the report was true, then the good result would be accomplished with 
minimal risk.  The third option was to just open the gates and let everyone rush out and take a 
chance on being captured or early death.  If the report was true, then the good result would be 
accomplished but with high risk.  The obvious choice was proposed by a servant of the king and 
it was another one of these “what do we have to lose” choices.   
 We see another recurring theme in this account that we saw earlier in the account 
regarding Naaman.  The wise choice was proposed by a servant of the king.  This same type of 
wisdom was seen by the servant of Naaman who advised him to just do what the prophet told 
him to do.  The writer of this account was trying to send a message that wisdom is not always 
found in those who are in leadership positions but can be found in ordinary people.   
 
Share in the Joy - 7:15-16 
15 They went after them to the Jordan, and behold, all the way was full of clothes and equipment which the 
Arameans had thrown away in their haste. Then the messengers returned and told the king. 16 So the people went out 
and plundered the camp of the Arameans. Then a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and two measures of 
barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD.  2 Kings 7:15-16 (NASB95) 
 Walvood and Zuck (Dallas Theological Seminary) see this account as further proof in the 
ongoing conflict between those who believed in Jehovah and those who believed in Baal. This 
conflict did not go away even though Elijah has convincingly shown that only Jehovah had 
power and that Baal had none.  This account of the deliverance of Samaria was evidence that 
Yahweh, not Baal, provides food; in fact God even foretold exactly when He would provide it. 
The remarkable way in which God kept the Samaritans safe and sustained them should have 
turned them and the king back to Him. God’s future discipline of the Israelites can be understood 
better in the light of their rejection of His many gracious and miraculous provisions for them. 
 I find it interesting that most of the miracles recorded in this time period were done in the 
Northern Kingdom which had the worst record of obedience among those descendants of Jacob.  
It seems that God was providing them with all the evidence they needed to be able to turn back 
to Him and avoid the eventual destruction that came upon them.  Even the miracles did not cause 
them to repent and trust in God.   
 As we see evidence of the grace of God that has been extended to us, then we must see 
our responsibility to not remain silent but to tell others the good news and encourage them to 
take a step of faith that will lead to their salvation.   


