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CONSEQUENCES OF WRONGDOING

Isaac Newton was a natural philosopher and mathematician who articulated some of the basic
principles of physics or the way things works.  One of the principles that Newton noted was "For
every action there is an equal and opposite reaction."  This principle is demonstrated when you
shoot a gun and it kicks your shoulder.  It is what is happening when gases shoot out of a rocket
engine and the rocket moves or if you blow up a balloon and turn it loose.  This is a physical law
and it always works.  There are also spiritual laws or principles that describes behavior and
consequences and we might be hard pressed to say that they always work; however, we can be
assured that if the behavior is repeated continually, the consequences will eventually happen.  One
such principle is the saying "Give and it shall be given unto you," which we have seen happen to
generous people.  It does not happen on a one for one basis.  Another way of saying the same
thing is "As you sow, so shall you reap."  These are spiritual parallels to Newton's law of "for
every action there is an equal and opposite reaction."  It is interesting to note that in the spiritual
versions of this principle, the reaction is not equal but the effects are multiplied.  If you sow one
seed you get back many seeds.  We see the consequences of this principle working out for people
who steal.  A person may steal something that is valued at $10,000 and may spend 10 years in jail
for doing so.  The value of 10 years of his life is worth far more than the amount he stole.  A
person may steal an extension cord from his employer and if he is caught he will lose a job that
was paying $20,000 a year.  That's a pretty expensive extension cord!  There are benefits for
doing what is right and consequence for doing what is wrong.  

The example of Ahab, king of Israel (the northern kingdom) is a good illustration of the
high price of doing wrong.  Ahab and his wife Jezebel were a wicked combination.  Ahab went
into battle against the Syrians at Ramoth-gilead in spite of the warning from God that he would
die there.  He was accompanied in battle by Jehoshaphat king of Judah.  Ahab convinced
Jehoshaphat to dress up in Ahab's royal attire while Ahab dressed as a regular soldier.  I guess he
thought that he could fool God into having Jehoshaphat killed rather than himself.  The Syrians
did go after Jehoshaphat, thinking that he was Ahab; however, when they got close they realize
that it was not Ahab and they quit pursuing him.  Ahab was struck by what appeared to be a
random arrow and it hit at a joint in his armor.  He died in his chariot and after the battle, it was
returned to his home and as it was being washed out, dogs came and licked up the water
containing his blood.  This fulfilled the prophecy of several years earlier that Elijah had made after
Ahab and Jezebel stole the vineyard of Naboth and had him killed.  Ahab's son Ahaziah ascended
to the throne and he continued in the ways of his father for two year and he was killed in an
accident.  His brother Joram ruled for 12 years.

By this time Elisha the prophet had succeeded Elijah and God once again demonstrated
that He was sovereign and He set into motion a series of events that would replace the family of
Ahab from ruling in Israel.

II KINGS 9:1-3  When God was ready to intervene in the affairs of Israel He did so by His
prophet.  The battle for Ramoth-gilead had started again - this is some 14 years after the battle in
which Ahab was killed.  A new king from a different family was to take over the rulership of the
country and God sent his prophet to anoint the new king.  The person that was chosen was named
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat.  (This is not the same Jehoshaphat that was king of Judah during the
time of Ahab.)  The anointing was to be done in private and the young prophet was not to wait



around, but leave immediately.  There is probably some significance in the fact that the anointing
was done in private and that the prophet left immediately.

II KINGS 9:4-6  The young prophet did exactly as Elisha had instructed him to do.  He
was a man under authority and was not some rogue that rejected what the prophet Elisha had
said.  He could have said, "Look, Elisha, I'm a prophet also and I don't need you telling me what
God wants done."  This is not God's way.  We are to be people under authority and not everyone
doing what is right in his own sight.  Because the young prophet did what God told Elisha to have
him do and because he was obedient he was blessed with the opportunity to anoint the next king
of Israel and to pronounce the words of commission to the king.

II KINGS 9:7-10  The judgement of God had been pronounced and was about to be
carried out on the house and descendants of Ahab.  At this time Jezebel was still alive and was
living at the royal palace where her son was king.  She was likely still having influence in the
nation, if not directly, then from the influence she had on her sons as they grew up.  Even though
God judgement against Jezebel had been pronounced many years ago, she had lived to see the
passing from the scene a bitter enemy, the prophet Elijah and she probably thought that all the
retribution for the evil she had done was not going to happen.  

The young prophet's commissioning message called for the destruction of the descendants
of Ahab so that they would never again govern or have influence in Israel.  

II KINGS 9:11-12  After the prophet left, Jehu came out and all the captains that were
with him when the prophet ran in wanted to know what that was all about.  They thought that the
prophet was acting like a madman.  Jehu replied, "You know what he wanted."  Apparently, he
was dressed as a priest and he thought that they should have been able to figure out what had
happen.  However, they did not have the slightest idea of what this was all about.  Then Jehu told
them and they apparently accepted him as king.  He went about carrying out the commission that
God had given him and wiped out all the remaining family of Ahab.  He had made a good start as
king of Israel in that he began by obedience.


