
NEED TO HAVE HOPE 
2 Kings 18:28-32; 19:5-7, 15-19 

 
 How many of you remember the Western films that were so typical of the late 1940s and 
early 1950s?  A lot of them all had a similar theme.  There were the good guys and the bad guys.  
The good guys were usually the families that were crossing the vast open spaces in a wagon train 
or the struggling ranchers or farmers that were trying to carve out a new life for themselves.  The 
bad guys were the renegade Indians or the ruthless land barons that were trying to gain control of 
the territories.  It would seem that near the end of the movie that the good guys would be 
surrounded by the bad guys and that the good guys were going to all be killed.  But just in the 
nick-of-time the cavalry would come charging in with the bugler tooting the charge and the good 
guys would win.  This is sort of the same theme as the A-Team -- the good guys win by some 
unlikely event or series of events.  We see this happening and we feel good about it, because this 
is the way things ought to work.  A lot of the time, however, it just doesn't work that way.  Many 
times, it seems that the "good guys" get wiped out.  Nevertheless, we need to believe in the 
potential of help being there no matter how remote it may seem.   
 We hear stories of faith about a family that has given up their job to "do the Lord's work" 
and they find themselves not knowing where their next meal is coming from.  There they are 
with no money and no food in the house and as the time for the evening meal approaches; 
someone knocks on the door and leaves a basket of food.  Yet there are other families that go to 
bed hungry and no food comes to them.   
 We must be careful about generalizing about such situations and what makes the 
difference in such cases, but we can see incidences in the history of Judah where the difference 
in victory or defeat was dependent on faith in God and a willingness to rely on what He 
promised.  There are incidences such as King Ahaz being given an opportunity to put his trust in 
God and even to define a miracle for God to perform as proof of God's sovereignty and yet he 
was unwilling to cooperate with God.  In contrast to such lack of faith we are going to be looking 
now at King Hezekiah who went to God in simple childlike faith to lay his problems before God 
trusting that God would help. 
 
Resist Temptations to Distrust - 18:28-32 
28 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean, saying, “Hear the word of the great king, the king of 
Assyria. 29 “Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you from my 
hand; 30 nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not 
be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” 31 ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria, 
“Make your peace with me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink each of 
the waters of his own cistern, 32 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey, that you may live and not die.” But do not listen 
to Hezekiah when he misleads you, saying, “The LORD will deliver us.”  2 Kings 18:28-32 (NASB95) 
 This area of the world (the Middle East) has been a battle ground for thousands of years.  
One group after another would rise to power and attempt to control the region.  We know about 
Egypt, the Hittites, the Assyrians, followed by the Babylonians, displaced by the Persians, who 
fell to the Macedonian Empire which was displaced by the Roman Empire.  Since the fall of the 
Roman Empire, there were eight identifiable empires leading up to European colonialism which 
has given way to independent nation states.   
 Following the fall of the ten tribes of Israel to the Assyrian Empire, Judah found itself 
being harassed by these same forces.  They bought themselves some time by paying tribute to 
these gangsters.  After the death of Sargon (who was king of Assyria), Judah stopped paying 



tribute as did many other nations in that area.  The new king, Sennacherib, saw that such loss of 
revenue would hurt the economy of his nation and went about the task of reestablishing control.  
Judah as well as many of the nations were forced to start paying tribute again.   
 Assyria invaded Judah and took control of the border towns as a way to enforce the 
payment of tribute money.  It apparently worked to some extent in that Hezekiah offered to pay 
them a lot of silver and gold taken from the Temple with the provision that they stop attaching 
and go back to Assyria.   
 Sennacherib was not satisfied with that; he demanded that Jerusalem completely 
surrender to him.  He sent several of his henchmen to Jerusalem and they made their demands.  
This delegation was met by a delegation from Hezekiah and they heard the demands of the 
Assyrians.  If Jerusalem did not surrender, then the threat included humiliation of the people and 
an implication of many deaths.   
 The speech of the Assyrian official that we just read was a deliberate attempt to 
demoralize the people of Jerusalem.  He refused to deliver his message in Aramaic but used 
Hebrew so the common people could understand what was being said.  He even stated that God 
had sent the Assyrians to punish Judah since Hezekiah had removed the “high places” where 
people used to go for worship.  He was playing the role of “good cop” and “bad cop” by making 
promises of prosperity (if they surrendered) and threats if they did not cooperate.  The 
implication was simple: don’t fight it, we cannot be stopped.   
 Now bring this speech up to the present time in which we live.  Instead of the Assyrians, 
we can substitute the Islamic terrorists’ spokesmen.  Every so often there will a message on the 
internet or on the Arab media outlets that terrible things are about to happen to us and that it is 
Allah’s will because of the moral decadence of the Western culture represented by the United 
States and Europe.  The terrorism will continue until everyone embraces Islam and comes under 
their rule of law.  These are the same arguments that international communism used for nearly 
seven decades as they tried to achieve global dominance.  We hear this same argument coming 
from all sides with regard to a new social order that will be worldwide.  It is presented as a 
benefit to all who join in and as a threat to all who oppose it.     
   What are the alternatives?  To whom do you turn when you don’t have the strength or 
enough influence to fight against what seems to be the inevitable?  That is exactly what Hezekiah 
was facing.  Hezekiah realized that he had a source beyond his own strength and he reached out 
for help.   
 
Gain Encouragement from God’s Word - 19:5-7 
5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus 
says the LORD, “Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of 
Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 “Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own 
land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”  2 Kings 19:5-7 (NASB95) 
 God had raised up the Assyrians so they would bring judgment on the nations of that part 
of the world.  However, they failed to acknowledge God as the Lord and (on top of ignoring the 
Lord) they insulted Him.  Therefore, God would take action and He would protect Judah for the 
sake of Hezekiah who trusted in Him.   
 D. A. Carson notes that the prophet Isaiah introduces the word of Yahweh into the 
situation (verse 6), and the conflict moved onto a new level.  Now, to set against the word of the 
great king, the king of Assyria (chapter 18, verse 28) we have the word of the true Great King, 
the God of Israel.  Isaiah’s first prophecy was brief and to the point; Hezekiah was not to fear; 
God was sovereign over Sennacherib’s actions and would cause him to return to his own land 



where he would be murdered.  
 What do we do when we are faced with a proclamation of some authority figure such as a 
government, or medical experts, scientific experts or even religious leaders when what they 
proclaim is in opposition to the word of God?  What do most people do?  Whom do they 
“believe?”  Is this question not the most important question we can ever answer?  Think about it!  
Go back to the account in the Garden of Eden where all of the “future” of human history hinged 
on how this question was answered.  The story of what Eve and Adam did is repeated billions of 
times every day throughout the world.  The results are “paradise lost” and toil and trouble for 
everyone who makes the same mistake of believing the word of man or the lie of the devil 
instead of the truth of the word of God.    
 The Assyrians did not give up easily.  They came back, this time with a letter, that said 
much of what the delegation had told them earlier.  Hezekiah had learned his lesson, he went 
immediately to the Temple and laid the letter out before the Lord. 
 
Boldly Request God’s Help - 19:15-19 
15 Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, “O LORD, the God of Israel, who are enthroned above the cherubim, 
You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16 “Incline Your ear, 
O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
reproach the living God. 17 “Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and their lands 18 and 
have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. So they have 
destroyed them. 19 “Now, O LORD our God, I pray, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that You alone, O LORD, are God.”  2 Kings 19:15-19 (NASB95) 
 Hezekiah did not have illusions of greatness as many people in positions of authority do.  
He realized that only God could provide deliverance from the situations that life throws at us.  
He started out recognizing that God is the Creator of heaven and earth.  If you want to get an 
idea of the greatness of God, that is the place to start.  When we consider the vastness of the 
universe and minute detail of even the simplest of life forms, then we stand in awe of the One 
that created it.  The next thing that Hezekiah did was to acknowledge that God cares.  Hezekiah 
did not hesitate to ask the God of Creation to stop and listen to his problem.  Hezekiah did not 
minimize the magnitude of the problem, but acknowledged the power of his enemy.  Sometimes 
we fail to realize that we have enemies and consequently fail to seek God's help in life.  Next, we 
see that Hezekiah recognized that salvation comes from God and he asked for the Lord to save 
them.  Finally, the importance of using whatever that happens to us in life as an opportunity to 
point others to God and away from ourselves is the necessary humility that can open up the 
power of God in the life of a person. 
 Notice the words and thoughts of Hezekiah’s prayer in the various verses: 
15.  He started with praise before petition.  He acknowledged God as Lord of all and Creator of 
all things.  This was recognition of the sovereignty of God, not only in Judah but over all 
kingdoms.  God is in control and He is not surprised by anything.   
16.  This verse can be classified under the heading of proper protocol in making a petition to 
God.  It was not intended to imply that God did not know what was going on, but was a way of 
expressing humility.  By asking God to listen and to see what is going on in our lives, is to imply 
that we think that we are so insignificant that God is not aware of our plight.  We could logically 
argue that our greatest problems and crises are insignificant in the grand scheme of things when 



we consider the greatness of the Creator God who is over all things.  To put things in proper 
perspective we need to hear the words of Jesus Who told us that not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground without God’s knowledge of what is happening.   
17.  Here we find confession and acknowledgment of the reality of the situation in which 
Hezekiah found himself and his nation.  We have been encouraged by the success gurus to 
always be positive.  People have written books on the power of positive thinking; however, we 
don’t want to be so overly optimistic that we find ourselves in denial about the reality of troubles 
around us.   
18.  The successes of the enemy in other situations were because they were fighting against 
impotent opposition and not against the omnipotent God of Creation.   
19.  Hezekiah concluded with a petition for God to act on their behalf.  Notice that the reason 
stated was not just for selfish purposes but so that God would be glorified by what happened.  
Many times we do not have our prayer answered to our satisfaction simply because we are 
praying selfishly.   
 What do we do when we are faced with a crisis situation?  Usually, if we have any 
resources available to us, then we will rely on those resources until they are expended.  
Eventually, we will have a crisis that will go beyond our own personal resources and that is 
typically when we think to put our trust in God.   
 The lesson for us is that God is capable of dealing with any of our problems, no matter 
how large or how small.  Not only is He capable, He is also willing to do so.  The real lesson is 
that we need to learn is that nothing or no one else can be the saving power in our lives. 


