
KEEP HOPE ALIVE 
2 Kings 24:12-13; 19-20; 25:8-11, 27-30 

 
 These are really turbulent times.  So many things are changing – some for the better and 
some that are not so good. We see evidence that totalitarian governments are losing their grip in 
some areas such as Egypt and Libya, Iran is threatened with revolution, and we hear reports of 
unrest in China.  Fighting is going on in several African countries, the Middle East continues 
to boil and Mexico is a mess.  Flooding of epic proportions has occurred in Australia and 
natural disasters have created havoc on the east coast and west coast.  The idea of changing 
our country by demonstrations and threats of violence as opposed to the ballot box has 
swelled in recent months as people use some sort of twisted logic to claim an unalienable 
right to government entitlements.  Many lives are being devastated by people using drugs and 
all the efforts to put an end to such abuse seem inadequate. You could really let it get you 
down into the depths of despair or become cynical about life itself. Are all (or any) of these 
things leading anywhere or is it just chaos? We are not the first to have wondered about such 
issues. People throughout the history of mankind have searched for answers to these 
questions. We tend to wonder if God is really in control because we cannot see the end from 
the beginning.  We do not know how or if the events are related and where they might be 
moving. 
 
When Life’s Treasures Disappear - 24:12-13 
12 Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he and his mother and his servants and his 
captains and his officials. So the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13 He carried 
out from there all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in 
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, just as the 
LORD had said.  2 Kings 24:12-13 (NASB95) 
 How do we keep hope alive when all that in which we see value begins to disappear?  
We read the story of what was happening in Judah during the time of Babylon’s rise to power 
and it is hard to put a positive spin on what was happening and how it could possibly be 
thought of in terms of hopefulness.  Ever since the reign of Hezekiah (which ended in 797 
BC) the general trend of conditions in Judah was downhill.  Manasseh began his 55-year 
reign when he was 12 years old.  He did his best to undo all the positive reformation of 
Hezekiah and led the nation to abandon the worship of Jehovah.  Because of his excesses, 
God pronounced judgment on Judah.  These are recorded in 2 Kings 21:11-15.  He was 
followed by his son Amon who reigned for two years before he was assassinated around 640 
BC.  At that point Josiah began his reign which lasted 31 years or until around 609 BC.  
Because Josiah initiated reforms and eliminated idol worship, God’s judgment on Judah was 
put on hold.   
 After Josiah died, things really began to unravel in Judah.  His son Jehoahaz did not 
last but three months as king of Judah and he was removed by the Egyptians.  Another son of 
Josiah (Eliakim) was installed as king and the Egyptians changed his name to Jehoiakim.  He 
was in the position of king for eleven years but was forced to pay tribute to the Egyptians.  
According to 2 Kings 23:35, he raised the money to pay off this debt by taxing the land and 
exacted the silver and gold from the people of the land according to their assessments.  In 
other words, those who put him in power wanted a payoff and he raised taxes on those with 
assets so he could stay in power.  Does this process not sound familiar with what is 
happening in the political arena today?   



 During this time the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar became the dominate power 
in the region and three years of Jehoiakim’s reign was under the control of Nebuchadnezzar.  
Eventually, he revolted against this arrangement and Judah was then attacked by the 
Babylonians, the Arameans, the Moabites, and Ammonites.  This was a serious situation.  
Everything was falling apart and their enemies were destroying the nation.   
 Then Jehoiakim died and his son Jehoiachin became king.  It may have been that he 
saw the situation and concluded that the country would be better off to be under the control 
of Nebuchadnezzar who would put an end to the attacks by the Arameans, the Moabites, and 
Ammonites.  Three months into his time as king he surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar who then 
plundered the nation and removed the national treasures of the gold that was used in the 
temple and the king’s palace.  He also took captives and sent to Babylon the artisans, 
craftsmen, the learned people, and the fighting forces.   
 If we consider our own nation, what sort of things might happen that would result in 
our national treasures being carried off by some foreign power?  What about getting 
ourselves into debt to another country and having to pay high interest rates to service the 
debt so that the infrastructure of the country disintegrates because we are broke?  What about 
having the price of needed resources (oil and food) becoming so high that we are thrown into 
hyperinflation and the value of our money drops to the point of being worthless?  What about 
invasions by illegal drugs dealers that destroy whole segments of our society who become 
addicted to these drugs so that those who might be producers become only consumers of 
wealth?  What about the proliferation of untested legal drugs that are foisted up the public 
and the side effects of such drugs results in further dependence on other drugs?   This creates 
a financial burden on those individuals who are affected and on the nation in general when 
government entitlements are used to pay the bills. 
 Bring this own down to a personal level.  What sort of life treasure might be in 
jeopardy for an individual as a result of poor decisions in life?  An obvious possibility would 
be the financial area that could be affected by high risk investing or gambling.  Another area 
of our lives that we treasure is our health.  Bad choices and neglect can result in a loss of our 
treasure of good health.   
 The question for us is how do we keep hope alive when such things begin to show up 
on the national level and on the individual level?  If we look back at the history of Judah, we 
can see that even though God had pronounced judgment on Judah during the time of 
Manasseh, the consequences or fulfillment of that judgment was deferred during the life of 
Josiah because he was committed to obedience to the word of God.  We might think that 
God’s judgment on our nation is inevitable because of allowing and even endorsing of 
ungodly practices and injustices, however, we can keep hope alive by repenting and 
following the way of the Lord.  We need to learn the lesson of Judah, once they abandoned 
the path of righteousness, then the impending judgment came quickly.   
  
When God’s Patience Ends - 24:19-20 
19 He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20 For through the anger of the 
LORD this came about in Jerusalem and Judah until He cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah 
rebelled against the king of Babylon.  2 Kings 24:19-20 (NASB95) 
 When Jehoiachin was taken to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar chose his uncle Mattaniah 
to be king of Judah and changed his name to Zedekiah.  He lasted eleven years and did not 
live up to the meaning of his name which was “righteousness of Jehovah.”  He eventually 
made a deal with Egypt so that Judah could get out from under the yoke of Babylon.   



 It almost seems as if he was determined to self destruct.  If he had followed the advice 
of Jeremiah to simply submit to Nebuchadnezzar, then the devastation that was going to 
come upon Jerusalem and Judah could have been postponed.   
 What can we learn about ourselves with regard to a tendency to do things that harm 
our bodies or our minds or even our spiritual well being?  Is it inevitable that we do such 
things or can we choose a path that protects us in body, soul and spirit?  Those who make the 
right choices are characterized as being wise and those who make the wrong choices as being 
foolish.  Foolish choices usually lead to chaos.  Following the path of wisdom is the way to 
keep hope alive. 
 
When Chaos Overwhelms - 25:8-11 
8 Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He 
burned the house of the LORD, the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he 
burned with fire. 10 So all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the 
walls around Jerusalem. 11 Then the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had 
deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the people, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away 
into exile.  2 Kings 25:8-11 (NASB95) 
 The rest of the story that we skipped over was that the rebellion against Babylon 
resulted in an attack on Jerusalem.  The siege lasted over a year and resulted in the soldiers 
leaving the city to escape.  Zedekiah also tried to escape but was captured.  His sons were 
killed and then he was blinded and taken away to Babylon.  Since the city did not have any 
military to defend it, the army of Babylon came in and burned the temple, the palace, and all 
the nice houses in the city.   
 In order to prevent any future resistance from anyone who would be left in the land, 
the army destroyed the wall around Jerusalem.  Now Jerusalem was utterly defenseless.  To 
make matters worse, all the rest of the people left in the city were marched off to Babylon. 
 What would be the modern-day equivalent to such a destruction of a way of life and 
culture that we see recorded regarding the Jews?  Let’s see if we can list the things that 
happened to them.   
$ Collapse of leadership for the nation.  (Present day leadership can be characterized as 

incompetent.  Years ago, people were bemoaning the fact that we have no one who we 
would label as a “statesman.”) 

$ Foreign powers being able to influence the national economy.  (Judah had to pay 
tribute money, and we are overly cautious in dealing with China since they hold so 
much of our national debt.  Because we are not moving toward energy independence, 
OPEC wields tremendous influence on our economy.)  

$ Talent base was carried away to serve other interests.  (We have become a laggard in 
science, math and technology skills for our young people.  Few are motivated to excel 
in things that count but are pleased to be proficient in rock music or video games or 
have given themselves over the drug culture.)   

$ National treasure was taken away.  (The enemies of Judah simply stole the gold from 
the temple.  Our social welfare policies and the environment of entitlements for those 
in the workforce along with high taxes to finance these have driven our manufacturing 
base offshore to other nations.  Combine that with a growing trade deficit and we can 
see that our national treasure is disappearing.)    

$ Symbols of what were important to their nation were set on fire and destroyed.  (Who 
could forget the sights of what happen to the World Trade Center?) 



$ Their army was rendered ineffective.  (The morale problems of openly homosexual 
persons serving in the armed forces will have a negative influence on the 
effectiveness of the military.  The problem of lack of morality of conduct that results 
in rape of female soldiers by their male counterparts is a formula for disaster.) 

$ The wall around the city that was to protect the people was destroyed.  (We don’t 
have literal walls around our cities.  The equivalent for us today is the law of the land 
that provides protection for the people.  When we start operating in such a manner 
that the laws are modified to the point that innocent people are hurt or that the guilty 
are not punished, then we lose the protection that laws should provide.  Another 
breakdown in the protection of the “wall” would be when those in power ignore the 
Constitution in establishing policies by mandate that render the laws that we have to 
be ineffective.) 

 So where are we with regard to losing our culture and way of life and being taken 
captive by those who do not have our best interest at heart?  How can we keep hope alive in 
the face of what is going on all around us?  We might hope that by making the truth of what 
is happening known to the people that the situation can be turned around and the destruction 
could be averted or delayed.   
 Every now and then, we do see elements of change that might bring us back to 
valuing the principles that caused our nation to prosper.  When we see these, then such things 
help us keep hope alive. 
 
When Hopeful Changes Occur - 25:27-30 
27 Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, 
on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he became king, 
released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison; 28 and he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the 
throne of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes and had his meals 
in the king’s presence regularly all the days of his life; 30 and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given 
him by the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life.  2 Kings 25:27-30 (NASB95) 
 Those in exile in Babylon probably found some hope in the news that the new king of 
Babylon was behaving in a favorable way toward the man who had been king of Judah.  
They were still a very long way away from being able to end their exile and return home.  
Whenever you are in desperate straits, then any glimmer of light is often the cause of 
renewed hope.   
 For our present-day situation, we can base our hope on the final victory of the 
kingdom of God and the eventual triumph of good over evil that is promised in the word of 
God.   
 


