
GOD’S LOVE FOR US
Malachi 1:1-5

Just recently, there was a video making the rounds on one of the internet social
networking sites that showed a three-year-old boy talking to his mom.  Apparently, she had just
told him that she loved him.  His response was “I love you when you give me cookies.”  He was
probably thinking that he knew his mom loved him when she gave him cookies.  Like this little
boy, most of us are very short-sighted.  Besides that, we have selective memories.  Add to that we
are typically totally selfish and constantly thinking “What’s in it for me?” This expected of little
children, but we are expected to grow out of such immature attitudes.  

The Jews in Old Testament times showed a lot of the above characteristics that are
common to all people.  Every now and then, God would send a message to them to adjust their
attitude or to think rationally or just grow up.  

The last book in the Old Testament is the prophecy of Malachi.  The best know passage in
this book is the comments on tithing.  Closer study also shows an emphasis on the impact of being
genuine and faithful and how these virtues affect all of life.  The style of Malachi’s writing is
conversational and it appears that he was recording  a dialogue between the nation of Judah and
God.  

The Hebrew word for Malachi is “Malak” and is usually translated “messenger” or
“angel.”  Some scholars argue that the name as applied to the author of this book is generic and
others say it is the name of a person.  Regardless of this debate, the message is the same.  

This prophecy was given to the Jews during the period of despair following the return of
the exiles from Babylon.  Various sources show two possible times.  The earlier time (460 BC)
preceded Ezra and Nehemiah; the later time (440 BC) followed Ezra and Nehemiah.  The earlier
time is favored by some because Nehemiah instituted several reformsto correct the problems
addressed by Malachi.  Many of the same themes and problems show up in the writing of Ezra,
Nehemiah and Malachi: mixed marriages, famine, debt.  

The general attitude of the time was one of despair and unbelief.  Their despair was related
to the fact that they were still plagued by outside influences from the neighboring countries and
the anticipated promised glory had not happened.  This lead to doubt and a loss of hope which
resulted in a casual attitude about the things of God.  It would seem that history repeats itself -
just look around and observe what is happening in our culture.  We seem decreases in church
attendance, neglect of the tithe and a casual attitude toward all of life.  

It is not difficult to see the parallels from what Malachi wrote about and what we are
seeing.  Both the people and the priest neglected the temple service by offering diseased and
blemished sacrifices and the tithes were kept for personal use.  There was no concern about
maintaining their distinctiveness of being God’s chosen people.  They intermarried with heathen
and they disregarded the Sabbath. The abandoned moral and ethical standard and openly
participated in sorcery, adultery, perjury and oppression.  

1 ¶  An oracle: The word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi. 2  "I have loved you," says the LORD.
"But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ "Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?" the LORD says. "Yet I have
loved Jacob,  3  but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his
inheritance to the desert jackals."  4  Edom may say, "Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the
ruins." But this is what the LORD Almighty says: "They may build, but I will demolish. They will be
called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD.  5  You will see it with your own
eyes and say, ‘Great is the LORD— even beyond the borders of Israel!’



The term “oracle” is meant to imply a heavy burden that was to be lifted up.  This
prophecy was a serious condemnation against Judah.  What was at stake was the revival of the
people of God.  The Jews had a “balance sheet” religion mentality which involved trading or
bargaining with God.  Such an approach is still in operation today.  Many still attempt to bargain
with God.  We don’t literally say to God, “Let’s make a deal” but many people who find
themselves in bad situations will make conditional promises to God.  This has been called foxhole
religion.  We also see evidence of it when people will make a statement such as “I just can’t
understand it.  I have attended church all my life and been a good person and now something like
this happens to me.  Why me, Lord?”  Now that is balance-sheet religion!  

Malachi’s opening statement challenged such thinking.  The Lord declares that He loves
us.  The people wanted to challenge that since they did not have immediate gratification of all
their wants and needs.  They had a gross lack of appreciation for God’s historical relationship to
Israel.  They were challenged to think back to Jacob and Esau.  God chose Jacob even though he
was a schemer and very devious and greedy.  This should remind us of the words of Paul who
wrote in Romans 5:8 “But God commended His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.”  

The evidence of God’s love for these people was something that happened 2000 years
before the birth of Christ.  It is somewhat difficult to relate to actions taken in the past that
predetermined where we are today because we are short-sighted.  We also tend to think of “love”
and “hate” in emotional terms. God loved us in that He chose us.  

What are the consequences of being “chosen?”  Things left to themselves tend toward
disorder.  Randomness, disorder, and chaos are the natural state of things.  The special status of
the descendants of Jacob kept them from going the way of the descendants of Esau.  God had
kept them and watched over them and disciplined them for 1500 years and all they could think
was “If God really loved us, then He would give us what we want.” 

A good exercise for us today would be to make list of the evidences that God loves us. 
Do you think your list would agree with the list God would make?  

When you think about it, we have no legitimate claims on God’s love.  We have a
desperate need to be loved.  God loves because of Who He Is.  This is grace and our realization
of this saves us from the despair that grows out of doubt and presumption.   


