
FAITHFUL 
Malachi 2:10-17 

 
 Who can we trust?  How many people can you name that could be described as having 
unquestionable integrity and can be counted on to tell the truth in every situation?  We would 
hope that our close friends and those in our Bible Study group would fit such a description.  
What about family?  Surely, we could trust our parents, our spouse, our children, and siblings to 
have integrity.  Of course, we know of situations in other families besides our own that this is not 
always the case.  What about your banker or financial adviser?  Expanding this circle really gets 
us into questionable arenas of physicians, lawyers, car dealers, realtors, insurance salesmen, and 
politicians.   
 By now you are holding onto your wallet, since most of us have heard horror stories of 
what can happen in dealing with people in all walks of life.   
 Do various cultures have different calibrations on a “Permissible to Cheat” scale that 
those find it “acceptable” to cheat or deal dishonestly with others?  For example, if you are 
buying an object from a street vendor in a third world country, do you expect to be cheated in the 
deal?  Is this the ultimate in an example of where “let the buyer beware” should be applied?  
Another example might cause us to ask, “have we come to the point of expecting all politicians 
to make promises they can’t fulfill or have no intention of trying to fulfill?”   
 It almost seems that some think that it is OK to cheat or to show no integrity to anyone 
other than our closest friends or closest family members.  We can probably think of cases where 
(with some individuals) no one is exempt from being treated unfaithfully.  In the court of public 
opinion, where would the “average American” be incensed when it comes to a scoundrel 
cheating another person?  Would we care if a lawyer was cheated by someone?  What about a 
policeman?  Some take advantage of older people.  Some scam college students.  We’ve known 
of people being unfaithful to their children, parents, or spouse.  Where do we draw the line?   
 This is similar to the question that God asked the post exile Jews in His disputations with 
them.    
 
Irresponsible Behavior – 2:10-12 
10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously each against his 
brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? 11 “Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD which He loves and has 
married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 “As for the man who does this, may the LORD cut off from the tents of 
Jacob everyone who awakes and answers, or who presents an offering to the LORD of hosts.  Malachi 2:10-12 
(NASB95) 
 In our own minds, what makes the abuse or irresponsible behavior toward a family 
member so much more terrible than such behavior toward a stranger?  It is related to the fact that 
a common expectation is that those in the same family should love each other and care for each 
other and protect each other?  Consequently, most of us would not be in a defensive mode 
around those with whom we have some common interests such as being in the same family or 
the same church or the same neighborhood.   
 To be treated poorly by those whom we should be able to trust is aptly described in verse 
ten of Malachi chapter two as “treacherous.”  This idea of failure to properly treat people who 
should be able to trust another person being a criminal offense is incorporated in many of the 
criminal and civil codes in our culture.  Have you heard of someone being abused by another 
person who was in a “position of authority” over the victim?  There is an expectation in civilized 



cultures that those who would reasonably be expected to do the right thing should (would) treat 
people in a manner that would be helpful rather than harmful.   
 Actually, we have laws (criminal and civil) that prohibit cheating in any number of 
contractual agreements regardless of the relationship of the two parties.  There are many 
problems and abuses even in such cases because of the way contracts and agreements are written 
and while the various participants might follow the “letter of the contract” they do not follow the 
spirit of the contract.  This is exactly what was happening among the Jews of Malachi’s day and 
was still going on when Jesus walked among them.   
 Do you think we could put “the fine print” in a contract or agreement in the category of 
dealing treacherously with others?  It is at least in the category of trying to prevent being dealt 
with in a treacherous manner.  We might ask the question regarding our litigious culture, are we 
behaving any different from what God was disputing about the behavior of the Jews in around 
400 BC? 
     If some element of commonality is expected to lead to faithfulness in dealing with one 
another, then how far can we go in what we have in common that would elicit faithfulness?  That 
question seems to be the basis of the three questions put forth to the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem in verse ten.   
 Question one, in today’s vernacular, might be “Who’s your daddy?”  That can mean a lot 
of different things as to where do we start and stop the ancestry?   The broadest context of that 
question is specifically addressed in Question two which would take us all the way back to 
creation.  If we address that question, we would consider that we have a commonality of our 
humanity with all people.  Apparently, that was not a very strong motivating factor with any of 
the Jews since they seemingly denied any commonality with non-Israelites.  The “father” 
reference might be to Abraham and apparently that did not mean a lot to them either.  They did 
not have a lot of use for the descendants of Ishmael and the attitude was mutual.  If we applied 
the reference to Isaac, then we wind up having to contend with the issue of the Edomites who 
were descendants of Esau.  Maybe the common father of Jacob or Israel would be a strong 
enough factor to bring out faithfulness.  We know that was not the case and, in fact, these folks 
could not even show integrity in dealing with others Jews who were of Judah.   
 If we look at Question three, we see that even siblings were not exempt from being dealt 
with in an unfaithful manner.  We could make the argument that the intent was broader and 
should be applied to all Israelites (as brothers) as was taught in the Law that God gave through 
Moses (or the covenant with Abraham).   
 We are still looking for anything that would say there was ANY faithfulness in the people 
of Judah and Jerusalem.  Could they be counted on to be faithful to their nation, to their city, or 
their place of worship?  According to verse eleven, there was not a lot of hope of finding loyalty 
and faithfulness to Judah, Jerusalem or the Temple.   
 Some people today apparently have trouble being supportive (read that as faithful) to our 
nation.  They desecrate the flag, and they find no benefit in being an American other than the 
handouts that the government gives them.  They speak ill of our nation and do nothing to make 
life better.  We might be tempted to ask, “If you can’t support the country, could you at least 
support or be faithful to your own hometown.”  If we think of Ferguson, Baltimore, Detroit, 
Watts, Los Angeles, etc., we may be discouraged with the answer to that question.  The next 
question might be, well can you at least support your church and what it stands for?   
 The Jews were having problems supporting or being faithful even in these areas.  They 
had intermarried with pagans and the “other-religion influence” had impacted what was 



happening in the political realm, the local governments, and even in their worship.  The response 
of God was seen in a classic comment found in Chapter one regarding the need for someone to 
have the courage to just shut the doors to the temple and quit pretending since God was NOT 
going to answer their prayers and petitions nor accept their worship rituals.   
 
The Marriage Covenant Reaffirmed – 2:13-16 
13 “This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping and with groaning, 
because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 “Yet you say, ‘For what 
reason?’ Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have 
dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15 “But not one has done so who has a 
remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your 
spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16 “For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the 
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the LORD of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, 
that you do not deal treacherously.”  Malachi 2:13-16 (NASB95) 
 Mourning, weeping, groaning, and any other show of remorse is useless in God’s sight 
unless these things are accompanied by true repentance.  I’m not sure that they realized that God 
was not accepting their offerings and not answering their prayers until the message came to them 
from God through Malachi.  Their response was to plead ignorance regarding things they were 
doing that was contrary to Godly principles.   
 The answer to the verse fourteen question “For what reason?” went back to the question 
of faithfulness and this time, it involved faithlessness to one’s wife.  We have gone through the 
litany of whom they were seemingly comfortable in their mis-dealings and now we have come to 
the closest human interrelationship they could have, that of husband and wife.  Some could not 
even be faithful in that situation in spite of the fact that they had sworn to keep a covenant 
relationship.  Not only was the covenant relationship between the man and the woman, it was 
also between them and God Himself.   
 If we read verse fifteen in several translations, we will see that various scholars have 
interpreted the Hebrew text in a variety of ways.  Some of the older translations tend favor the 
idea that it was God Himself Who made them “one” and that oneness was between one man and 
one woman.  Arguments can be made that God had the power to make many women for Adam 
and yet He made only one.  The purpose of that union was for that entity (the marriage) to 
produce Godly children. 
 This ideal situation was incorporated in the principles God gave to the Israelites as to 
what He desired for them.  The ultimate “Godly Offspring” was to come from the nation of Israel 
and the benefits of marriage of one man and one woman would lead to a stable family situation 
suitable to physically nurturing the birth and maturing of the Messiah.   
 If that was the thrust of what verse fifteen is about, then the admonition or warning in the 
second part of verse fifteen to follow the leading of one’s spirit to do the right things regarding 
the marriage covenant would be appropriate. 
 A second idea that some see in the first part of verse fifteen is that “disregarding of 
marriage vows and marrying pagan wives was not something that a person would do if they had 
any spiritual discernment about what God wanted for humanity and what He had initiated.”  If 
that is the proper interpretation, then we could combine that with Paul’s admonition in Roman 
8:14 that divorce and marrying pagan would not be an acceptable practice for Christians since 
we (the sons of God) who are led by the Spirit of God and we would have to ignore that leading 
in order to willingly enter into a divorce.  So, if we are following the leading of the Holy Spirit 
with our spirit then we need to take heed to what our spirit is telling us.   
 Verse sixteen is often quoted with regard to divorce and tells us that God hates divorce.  



While we can be confident that God strongly opposes divorce, some see that another possible 
rendering of the Hebrew as being related to Deuteronomy 24:1.  The Law allowed a husband to 
“put away” his wife because he “no longer found favor with her” or “hated” her.  Apparently, 
some were using this provision which was intended for situations of adultery for things that were 
trivial as a weak excuse to justify divorce.  That was a misuse of the law to cover up the blatant 
abuse (violence) of one’s spouse as a person might try to hide a physical imperfection with a 
garment.  Again the warning from God was for the people to follow the spirit of the law and do 
what they knew in their hearts to be right and just and not try to hide behind the misinterpreted 
letter of the law.  
 We have now expanded the willingness to be treacherous with everyone from the broad 
scope of humanity down to our spouse.  When we consider that we are “one” with our spouse, 
then we find that we have also included our self in the list that we would treat in a treacherous 
manner.  Would it be fair to conclude that some cannot even do what is right with regard to their 
own very being and welfare?  Evidence of not being faithful to others is abuse or violence or 
simple neglect.  Can we find evidence that people do these very things to themselves?  We could 
create a long list of harmful things that people do that are abusive, violent and neglectful to 
themselves both physically and spiritually.  Divorce is commonly recognized as something that 
does violence to the individual, the spouse, children, extended family members, society in 
general, etc.  What about abortion?  What about chemical substance abuse?  What about 
homosexual behavior?  The list can and does go on and on when we become less than faithful.   
 
God Brings Justice – 2:17 
17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet you say, “How have we wearied Him?” In that you say, 
“Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of 
justice?”  Malachi 2:17 (NASB95) 
 Verse seventeen is the beginning of a new disputation that God had with the Jews.  It 
should be considered as part of Chapter three of Malachi.  The essence of this dispute was that 
the people were complaining that “justice was a joke” in their day and time.  Many people could 
easily see that those who cheated, lied and were otherwise unfaithful seemed to prosper and do 
quite well.  This worldly success was interpreted by most people as proof that God was 
rewarding them for their bad behavior.  The natural conclusion was that “God was not interested 
in justice.” 
 These same kinds of concerns are prevalent among many Christians today.  We have 
wondered about and even stated aloud that there is no justice and have questioned whether God 
would do something to fix the mess that we are in.  Before we continue down this path any 
further, we would do well to note that such fretting and worrying and complaining is “wearying” 
to God.  In other words, God is tired of hearing about it!   
 God was aware of the problem and He had a plan underway to fix it.  God is also aware 
of our situation today and He knows what’s going on and the fix is in place and will be 
implemented in His time.  The plan that was in place in 400 B.C. was to culminate in the coming 
of Christ.  The plan that God has in place today to fix the mess that we are experiencing also 
involves the coming of Christ.   
 The question asked at the beginning of this study was “who can we trust?”  Perhaps a 
better question would be “could anyone list our names on such a list of those who can be trusted? 


