
HOPE: A PATH TO FULFILLMENT 
Micah 4:1-4; 5:1-4 

 
Objective: To realize that the promises of God guarantee ultimate victory and blessings for 
believers – those who put their trust in God through Jesus Christ.   
 

When is hope most important to a person?  When there is trouble. 
 
 Most of us have not experienced really hard times and situations that were so life 
threatening that damaged our psyche.  Most of us do not have family members in jail and living a 
life that seems hopeless.  It would be rare for us to be in a place where we had to literally run for 
our lives.  We don’t worry about starving and can quench our thirst at any time.  For a lot of 
folks, it doesn’t take such drastic and dramatic situations as these to cause them to lose hope.  
When we have been on a smooth road for a long time, we tend to let even a slightly rough place 
distract or discourage us.  I remember an adage that was popular more than 50 years ago that 
advised “Don’t sweat the small stuff.”   
 Ironically, many times we tend to deal with the really serious problems in life better than 
we deal with the trivial situations.  Some people are a lot more calm when they discover that they 
have a serious medical problem than when some “idiot” cuts in front of them in traffic.  It could 
be that we realize that we can’t do a lot about the “big problems” and that we have to trust God 
for the outcome, but the “little problems” are something that we need to deal with ourselves.  
Consider this:  If we don’t trust God in the “little” things, then how can we really trust Him with 
the “big” problem of life?  This makes me wonder if it is really trust or just “resignation to the 
inevitable” when the problems are so big!   
 If “hope” is a pathway to fulfillment (arriving at the right destination), then we must be 
careful to not let go of our hope and, even more important, we must make sure that our hope is 
based on something sure and not just wishful thinking.  Maybe we should back up a step and 
define what it is that we consider to be “fulfillment.”  If you were a Buddhist, then nirvana 
would be fulfillment where one is “free from suffering and individual existence and has come 
into a condition of enlightenment.”  If you were a Humanists, then self-actualization would be 
fulfillment where a person “achieves his or her maximum potential.”   
 

What would you say was “fulfillment” for you?  (Romans 8:29) 
(A note of caution in reading the above:  Many times, Christians will view “fulfillment” in terms 
very similar to the descriptions of nirvana and self-actualization.  There are significant 
differences in the Christian fulfillment in that the path to fulfillment for a follower of Christ is 
completely different from the Buddhists’ way of doing good and experiencing repeated 
reincarnations.  The path for Christians is one of faith by way of the Cross where one dies to self 
and is born from above.  All of this is made possible by the grace of God - not of works.  Also, 
we must realize that we are not to be satisfied with achieving our potential, but we must go 
beyond ourselves and live in the power and strength of Christ made possible by the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  It is not enough to achieve your potential - (See Isaiah 64:6)    
 It would be hard to know what “fulfillment” meant to the people of Judah in the time of 
Micah.  However, we do know that defeat at the hands of their enemies and being taken away 
from their homeland was NOT their idea of fulfillment.  A lot of their hopes were centered 
around national success and prosperity.  In Chapter 3, Micah had prophesied that Jerusalem 



would be destroyed and the temple hill would be overgrown with thickets.  However, there was 
hope for the future and Micah saw where the Lord’s temple would be exalted above all.   
 In Chapters 4 and 5 we see the following themes being developed: 
$ Seeking God’s Paths (4:1-2) 
$ Enjoying Security (4:3-4) 
$ Accepting Sin’s Consequences (5:1)       
$ Holding to a Bright Promise (5:2-4) 
 
Seeking God’s Paths 
1 And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief 
of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples will stream to it. 2 Many nations will come and 
say, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of Jacob, That He may teach 
us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem.   Micah 4:1-2 (NASB95) 
 During this period in the history of Israel, the message of God’s prophets could be 
characterized as “I’ve got good news and bad news.”  Micah had just given them the bad news in 
the latter part of Chapter 3 where he told them  

Therefore, on account of you Zion will be plowed as a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, And 
the mountain of the temple will become high places of a forest. (Micah 3:12) 

He immediately told them the good news which would have been a message of hope.  The 
message of bad news regarding Jerusalem and the mountain of the temple was about the physical 
city and the physical mountain.  The message of the good news was about spiritual things.   
 Mountains or high places were typically places of worship and places of some spiritual 
significance.  So the meaning of the “mountain of the house of the Lord” is related to the 
spiritual significance of the dwelling place of God in the world.  The “last days” is likely a 
reference to the period of time starting with the first advent of Christ and ending with the second 
advent of Christ.  (It could also mean the time of the Millennial reign of Christ.)   
 In a broad sense, we are living in the last days.  We have many descriptions of the church 
that include such pictures as the sons of God, the bride of Christ, the army of God, the house of 
God, etc.  Therefore, we could legitimately conclude that Micah is describing Christianity as the 
“mountain of the house of the Lord.”  Of all the major “belief systems” (mountains), Christianity 
is certainly the predominant one with its influence throughout the world.  The reference to “hills” 
is likely a reference to the lesser known and less influential belief systems.  (We may be reading 
too much into the different wording used by Micah.  Micah used parallel construction as was 
typically done by poets of that time.  “Established as the chief mountain” and “raised above the 
hills” may simply be saying the thing in two different ways.      
 The phrase “people will stream” can be translated “people will flow together” which 
would indicate the universality of the acceptance of the Gospel message by people of various 
nations.  This is in contrast to the exclusiveness of Judaism which did not welcome others to 
participate in God’s salvation.  Notice also the parallel construction in the beginning of the next 
verse (“people with flow” and “many nations will come”).   
 The wording in the first part of the second verse is similar to Psalms 122:1 (I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.)  Not only will many different 
nations (Gentiles) come together they will do so eagerly and not because they are compelled to 
do so.  This is not like the Judgment when all will come together because they are compelled to 
do so.  In this time, the people have heard the good news and they are coming to learn of the 
Lord Himself.  This is certainly the way we do learn spiritual truths.  All spiritual truths that we 
learn have to be revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.  He works in conjunction with His word and 



enlightens us as to the truths that are in the word by revelation in our spirits.    
 What is the Lord going to teach us?  Depending on the translation version, it will be 
“about His ways” or simply “His ways.”  That raises the question of “what are His ways?”  In 
general, we could say that it is “self-sacrificing love.”  We could get more specific and identify 
certain actions such as having compassion on people, taking action to relieve suffering, turning 
the other cheek, taking no action unless it is what God wants you to do, going the second mile, 
etc.  We can learn His ways and we can learn “about” His ways.  Learning “about” them will 
help us understand “why” His ways are the “right things to do.”   
 It is not enough to learn His ways and to learn about His ways if we are going to benefit 
from what we learn.  If we neglect to walk in these ways that we have been taught, then we miss 
out on any possible benefit.  Micah’s prophecy has this great truth that we are to learn the ways 
of the Lord so that we will walk in those ways.  This is the same message that Jesus taught 
regarding “hearing and doing” the word of God.   
 The proclamation of the word and teaching others has been a mission of the church from 
the time of Peter and Paul up until the present day.  Micah used the term “Zion” which is another 
way of saying “the mountain of the Lord.”  Also he used the term “Jerusalem” which (if this 
refers to the new Jerusalem) is a reference to the church.   
 So how is it going for the church today with regard to this prophecy?  The early church 
saw great success as the gospel spread throughout the known world of the first century and the 
influence of Christianity impacted much of the world for the next two thousand years.  If we are 
seeing a decrease in the influence of the church today, can we point to a particular cause?  What 
can we do about it? 
 
Enjoying Security 
3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer 
their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And 
never again will they train for war. 4 Each of them will sit under his vine And under his fig tree, With no one to 
make them afraid, For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.  Micah 4:3-4 (NASB95) 
 The first part of verse 3 sound like the same thing Jesus taught about in Matthew 25:31-
32.  This is generally referred to as the “Judgment of the Nations” in which nations will be 
judged based on how they treated “the least of these.”  After this, the Millennial reign of Christ 
will be established.  This will be a time of peace, prosperity, and security.     
 Peace is pictured as swords and spears being transformed from something destructive into 
something productive.  Every resource we have is God-given and we have to choose to take the 
God-given resource and use it for good or for evil.  When we have a situation where nothing 
threatens, then we will not see a need to defend ourselves and the need for war will cease.  
 Prosperity and safety are pictured in terms of sitting under your vine or fig tree.  The 
vineyards and orchards were outside of the city walls and the ability to be outside of the 
protection of the walls and to enjoy the fruit of God’s bounty was idealized by this expression 
which was commonly used by the Israelites.  It was used in 1Kings 4:25 to describe a time of the 
glory days of Israel. 

And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to 
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

 
Accepting Sin’s Consequences 
1 “Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; They have laid siege against us; With a rod they will smite 
the judge of Israel on the cheek.  Micah 5:1 (NASB95) 
 This part of the prophecy seems to point to a time when Jerusalem would be under attack.  



Some commentaries point to the Babylonian war against Jerusalem that led to the fall of 
Jerusalem and the carrying away of the exiles in the time of Zedekiah.  The reference to hitting 
the judge of Israel on the cheek could have been the humiliation to which he was subjected as the 
Babylonians killed his sons as he was forced to watch and then they blinded him before taking 
him away to Babylon.   
 The call to the troops to gather has been interpreted to be either a call to Jerusalem to 
defend herself against the invaders.  Others have seen this as a call to the troops of Babylon who 
were coming to besiege the city of Jerusalem.   
 A completely different interpretation is that this is really in reference to the attack on 
Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70.  This is said to be the consequence of Jerusalem (the Jews) 
rejecting Jesus as the Messiah and was the culmination of their continuous rebellion during the 
70 weeks (of years) spoken of by the prophet Daniel.  In this case the “judge of Israel” who was 
struck on the cheek would have been Jesus who was humiliated and mocked by the soldiers prior 
to the crucifixion.   
 In either case, the lesson for us to learn is that there are consequences for continuing to 
reject God’s ways and refusing to walk in them.   
 
Holding to a Bright Promise 
2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for 
Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.” 3 Therefore He will give 
them up until the time When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren Will return to 
the sons of Israel. 4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name 
of the LORD His God. And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the earth.  Micah 
5:2-4 (NASB95) 
 Micah was given a glimpse into the future as God revealed to him the place of the birth of 
the Messiah Who would be born some 700 years later.  Just as David was too young and too 
small to be considered to be the one whom God would have Samuel anoint as king, Bethlehem 
was too insignificant in the eyes of the world to be a place when the King of kings and Lord of 
lords would make His entrance on the stage of the world.  This is just another example of “that 
which the world judges to be of no consequences, God sees in a different light.”   
 The rulers of the house of Israel had proven to be unreliable up until this time, but God 
would provide Himself a Ruler who would shepherd the flock in the strength of the Lord.  Until 
that time, the foes of Israel would rule over them and they would be a people in subjection to 
foreign powers.  When the Messiah came, he ushered in the Kingdom of God and those who 
come under His Lordship would in subjection to Him only.    
 
 This lesson is focused on “hope” that we must maintain during times of troubles.  In the 
case of the people of Judah and Israel in the time of Micah, the fulfillment of that hope was far 
into the future.  If our perspective is short-sighted (and most of the time it is), then we can 
become discouraged with what is happening around us.  We must view all that is happening in 
our day in light of the overall plan of God for mankind in which Jesus reigns as King of kings 
and Lord of lord and we (who are in Christ) will reign with Him.   


