
COMMITMENT: A PATH TO EFFECTIVENESS 
Micah 7:1-7; 18-20 

 
Objective: To be faithful to the Lord regardless of the situation or circumstances.   
 
 I remember reading a booklet several years ago about time management.  It was about 
how to get more done with the available time you have.  One of the points the author made was 
with regard to the need to be committed to and focused on the objective and not be distracted as 
you carried out a particular task.  If a farmer set out to repair his fence, he might notice the weeds 
in the garden and take a few minutes to clean that up.  As he proceeded to get the tools and wire 
to fix to the fence, he might see that the tool shed needed sweeping and that would take just a 
few minutes to do.  Eventually, he might get around to working on the fence or not.  His lack of 
focus or lack of commitment to the task at hand made him ineffective because he did not get the 
job done.     
 Some people can have a goal in mind and they will operate with single-minded purpose 
in accomplishing that goal.  Others are easily distracted and it seems they never get anything 
done.  They may have fifteen projects underway, but nothing ever gets finished.  It is easy to 
make the argument that commitment (focus, dedication, faithfulness, single mindedness, or 
whatever we call it) is a key to being effective.   
 While commitment is a key, we must make sure that we have the right goal and the right 
objective before making a commitment.  Ted Bundy was very committed to being a serial killer.  
John Dillinger was very committed to being a bank robber.  Both were effective but both were 
totally wrong.  During the time in which Micah lived most of the people in positions of authority 
were committed to greed and selfishness.  They clearly had commitment and they were effective 
in the short term; however, since their goals were contrary to God’s plan, they were not 
ultimately successful and the results of what they accomplished did not last.  When the goals are 
contrary to God’s plan, then the unintended consequences of the actions will lead to ultimate 
ruin.   
 In the final part of his prophecy, Micah observed the deplorable condition of the nation.   
We find his observations of the situation in the seventh chapter of the book.  We can divide his 
comments into three topics: 
$ Depressing Culture - (verses 1-6) 
$ Determined Choice - (verse 7) 
$ Distinct Confidence - (verses 18-20) 
 
Depressing Culture (Micah grieved over the nation’s sins) 
1 Woe is me! For I am Like the fruit pickers, like the grape gatherers. There is not a cluster of grapes to eat, Or a 
first-ripe fig which I crave. 2 The godly person has perished from the land, And there is no upright person among 
men. All of them lie in wait for bloodshed; Each of them hunts the other with a net. 3 Concerning evil, both hands do 
it well. The prince asks, also the judge, for a bribe, And a great man speaks the desire of his soul; So they weave it 
together. 4 The best of them is like a briar, The most upright like a thorn hedge. The day when you post your 
watchmen, Your punishment will come. Then their confusion will occur. 5 Do not trust in a neighbor; Do not have 
confidence in a friend. From her who lies in your bosom Guard your lips. 6 For son treats father contemptuously, 
Daughter rises up against her mother, Daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; A man’s enemies are the men of 
his own household.  Micah 7:1-6 (NASB95) 
 Micah was distressed in his situation in the midst of people who were totally godless. The 
evil times in which he lived brought discouragement. He felt like a person who goes into the 
fields to pick fruit but is disappointed to find it all gone.  The vine and the fig tree with no fruit 



were his way of describing the nation that was devoid of godly and upright people.  It was as if 
each person were hunting his brother, trying to kill him.   
 If a society goes away from God, then we get back to basic survival as the driving force.  
Life takes on a “kill or be killed” mentality.  There are several levels of civility on which such a 
mindset will operate.  The lowest level is total anarchy and if it is left to run its course would 
result in only one person being left alive.  A slightly higher level would be the gang mentality in 
which a dominate person gathers others under his or her authority and these establish control 
over a limited territory.  This is what is happening in many of the inner cities in which gangs 
control areas of a city.  These gangs are “committed” but because their motivation is greed and 
power and not benevolence then the unintended consequences are such that nothing productive 
(no fruit) is accomplished.   
 What Micah observed was that the unscrupulous leaders were efficient at what they did. 
They were so committed to doing evil that they could do it with both hands.  However, the only 
thing the people could do well was to sin!  In their government the rulers ruled only in favor of 
those who gave them gifts with no regard for justice.  In the courtroom the judge accepted bribes 
and the powerful (rich and influential people) got whatever they wanted.  To make it even worse, 
the leaders even conspired together in taking advantage of others.  It is bad when everyone in 
leadership is corrupt.  
 If we are aware of what is happening in the economic crisis we are currently undergoing, 
we can see history repeating itself.  Those who are in power help those who support (read that 
bribe) them by passing laws and policies that make their friends rich at the expense of many 
people whom they should be helping.  Crises are created and then more control is taken under the 
guise of trying to solve the crises.   
 What God's true prophets (the nation's watchmen warning of impending danger) had 
predicted would someday come true.  God would "visit" the people in judgment and they would 
be confused, not knowing what to do.  This situation sounds more like today’s headlines rather 
than something that was written more than twenty-seven hundred years ago.   
 The situation had gotten so bad that even familiar relationships were distorted.  
Neighbors, friends, spouses, and children turned against each other.  Treachery was so rampant 
that a person's own family members were his enemies.  Unfortunately, this is a picture of what 
the Apostle Paul saw that will in the last days.  

1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; 
Avoid such men as these.  2 Tim 3:1-5 (NASB95) 

  
There has to be a better way.  Even if you cannot find a single person that you can put 
confidence in, we know that we can trust the Lord.   
   
Determined Choice (Micah’s confidence in the Lord) 
7 But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me. 
Micah 7:7 (NASB95) 
 Speaking for himself and the godly remnant mentioned throughout the book, Micah said 
that even though the nation was in terrible shape he would continue to watch (see "watchmen," 
verse 4) and wait in hope for the Lord.  Judgment would come, but he knew also that salvation 
would follow. God would be Israel's Savior.   
 The choice begins with choosing what is right rather than what is wrong.  Once that 



choice is made, then commitment to it will determine how effective we will be.  Micah was 
committed to trusting the Lord.  His dedication and faithfulness to God’s call on his life made 
him effective in getting the message out to warn the people and to declare hope to them that a 
better day was coming.  If we look back over the historical accounts in Scripture we find that 
success begins with choosing the right way and effectiveness is ushered in on commitment.    
 Micah’s statement of “as for me” is very similar to the statement Joshua used to 
challenge the Children of Israel during the time they were going into the Promised Land to take 
possession of it.  He said in Joshua 24:15 “choose you this day, whom you will serve, but as for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
 To “watch expectantly” and to “wait” upon the Lord speak to the hope and trust Micah 
had in what God had promised.  We can’t know if he was expecting to see restoration in his 
lifetime or if he knew that it would be centuries later that the prophecies would find fulfillment.  
This question of “what did he expect?” is similar to the situation of the early church’s 
anticipation of the Second Coming.  Would it have mattered if they knew it was going to be 
centuries later?  Would it be legitimate for us to ask the same question about our generation?  We 
see corruption all around us and yet we know that judgment will come upon those who are evil.  
We also anticipate a time of the Lord coming back to establish His kingdom.   
 

 We hear a lot of preaching and talk about the Second Coming happening soon.  Would 
it make any difference in the way you live if you knew it was going to be centuries later?  
What difference would it make if you knew it was going to be tomorrow?  (My guess is that 
most Christians would say that either of these “certainties” would not make a difference in the 
way we live.  The first is too far off for us to have any influence, and the second does leave 
enough time to make a difference.)  So, here is the real test - would it make any difference if it 
knew that Jesus was coming back two years from now?  What difference would it make in 
what you do between now and then?   

 
 Micah’s hope and trust in God were based on what he knew about God.  We see the basis 
of his confidence in the last three verses of his prophecy 
 
Distinct Confidence (Micah's affirmation that God is unique)  
18 Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity And passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? 
He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in unchanging love. 19 He will again have compassion on 
us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea. 20 You will give 
truth to Jacob And unchanging love to Abraham, Which You swore to our forefathers From the days of old.  Micah 
7:18-20 (NASB95) 
 Micah concluded his book by reminding himself and his readers about the goodness and 
uniqueness of their God (see also Ex. 34:6-7a).  His final words of praise show that he had great 
faith in God's eventual outworking of His plans for His covenant people. Today, orthodox Jews 
read these verses in their synagogues on the Day of Atonement, after they read the Book of 
Jonah. 
 The rhetorical question, “Who is a God like You?”  may be a word-play on Micah's name 
which means, "Who is like Yahweh?" The obvious answer is that no one is like the Lord. The 
remainder of Micah 7:18-20 describes what He is like.  God's actions on behalf of His people 
prove that He is completely trustworthy and merciful.  Micah affirmed six things about God:  
(1) He pardons the sin and transgression of the remnant of His inheritance (see also 7:14). 
 The word for “pardon” literally means to “lift up” and “bear” and we see this being 



fulfilled in it completeness in that God lifted our sins off of us and laid them on Jesus who bore 
them on the cross to pay the penalty for us.  The remnant of His heritage (possession) is a 
reference to spiritual Israel - all those with the same kind of saving faith that Abraham had.     
(2) He does not stay angry forever (compare to Psalms 103:9) 
 Anger is an expression of God’s displeasure with sin and those who commit sins.   
(3) He likes to show mercy.   
 What an encouragement these truths would have been for the godly remnant living in 
Israel's corrupt society.  In Psalms 147:11 we see   
 “The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.”   
(4) the Lord will again have compassion on Israel 
 The promises of God that were not yet fulfilled gave Micah confidence that God would 
have compassion in spite of all the corruption that was prevalent in his day.   
(5) God would deal with her sins  
 In poetic terms, Micah saw God treading their sins under foot (subduing them as if they 
were enemies) and hurling them into the sea (thus completely forgiving them).  
(6) He is true (faithful) to Jacob and shows mercy to Abraham.   
 Micah knew God would do these things because God cannot lie; He is true to His Word 
and loyal to His commitments and His oath. Therefore, Micah was trusting in God's promises to 
Abraham (Gen. 12:2-3; 15:18-21), which were confirmed to Jacob (Gen. 28:13-14), that He will 
bless their descendants. 
 Israel's peace and prosperity will be realized when the Messiah-King reigns. Christ will 
exercise justice over His and Israel's opponents and He will extend grace to His own. This 
promise gave Micah confidence in his dark days and is also a source of comfort to believers 
today. 
 
Comparison of Prophecies of Micah and Isaiah.   

There are many parallels in the messages of Isaiah and Micah, and the message of each 
can be seen in the other. For instance, compare:   

Micah       Isaiah 
1:9–16       10:28–32 
2:1–2       5:8 
2:6, 11       30:10 
2:12       10:20–23 
3:5–7       29:9–12 
4:1        2:2 
4:4        1:19 
4:7        9:7 
4:10       39:6 
5:2–4      7:14 
5:6        14:25 
6:6–8       58:6–7 
7:7        8:17 
7:12       11:11 
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