
GOOD NEWS FOR GOD'S PEOPLE

I've often listen to my parents talk about the Great Depression when times were so bad. 
People really struggled just to put food on the table for their families.  It was a time that tested the
faith of a lot of people.  Our nation came through that difficult time and emerged much stronger
than before.  Other difficult times followed soon after with World War II.  Once again the faith of
the people of this nation was tested.  People turned to God and trusted that we would win
because we stood for what was right.  We saw the difficulties of the Korean conflict and Vietnam
along with the continuing Cold War with those that were aligned with Communism and not too
long ago it appeared that the threat of Communism has passed.  We see threats to our way of life
and our freedom to practice Christianity the way our forefathers did in this country with the
recent ruling by the Supreme Court that prayers at a graduation ceremony violate the principle of
"separation of Church and State."  Many do not realize that we are in a real war that is redefining
who we are as a nation.  It is a time that tries our faith, but just as in the other cases we can be
sure of God's goodness and His strength.  The Judgement bar of God is a higher authority than
the Supreme Court and in the end, God will have the final say.  

The people of Judah had seen the rise and the threat of the Assyrians over a long period of
time.  The prophet Jonah was knew about the cruelty of the Assyrians and tried to run away from
God rather than give the Assyrians a warning that judgement was coming.  Eventually, Jonah did
deliver his message and the people of Ninevah repented and the city was not destroyed at that
time.  Unfortunately for the Assyrians, this repentance was somewhat short lived.  Before too
long they were back to their old ways of conquering the neighboring nations.  Eventually, Israel
(the Northern Kingdom) fell to the Assyrians.  Judah lived under the constant threat of this outlaw
nation.  About 150 years had past since the time of Jonah and another prophet came on the scene
whose name was Nahum.  Nahum predicted the ultimate downfall of the Assyrians and relief for
the nation of Judah.  In Nahum's message we can see the contrasting nature of God Who shows
wrath to His enemies and mercy to His children.  

NAHUM 1:2  Immorality and corruption and lack of mercy can and will arouse the wrath
of God.  We tend to forget that unrepentant sinner, who reject the love and mercy that God has
shown to us in sending His precious Son to died for us, such will spend all of eternity in a place
call Hell, where the fire is never quenched.  This is tragedy of the highest magnitude and IF we
really grasped the significance of "lostness" then we would not be able to sleep at night if we
knew about anybody that was not saved and had not had a chance to hear the good news of the
Gospel.  

This description of God's wrath and anger showed the intensity of His feeling toward the
Ninevites whom He had spared for almost 150 years after He had pronounced judgement on
them.  We should learn from the mistake of the Ninevites, in that, we should not be presumptuous
about God's mercy.  He is merciful so that we can repent. 
 NAHUM 1:3,6  The Ninevites drifted back into their old ways and the destruction that
Jonah had predicted did not happen.  So they finally dismissed and forgot about what had happen
(or not happened) so many years ago.  They assumed that the slowness of God to act was a sign
that there was no power there.  They perhaps thought that God had gone out of the judgment
business.  Nahum's message sounds a warning that all of us should heed:  "God is slow to anger,
and great in power!"  His slowness in showing His wrath is not due to lack of power, but is due to
the level of His love.  We should never forget that God is a God of justice in addition to being a



God of love and mercy.  We can enjoy His forgiveness and justification ONLY because Jesus paid
the price for our sinfulness and our sin.  

Nahum depicted the power of God as greater than a tornado or a strong thunderstorm. 
Just as no one would dare stand in the path of an approaching tornado, we should have better
sense than to challenge the power of God and endure His indignation.  When God says that
something is an abomination to Him, then we would be like a fool that holds up a lighting rod in
the middle of a thunderstorm to advocate that it is OK to do the abominable thing.  Sacrifice of
children to pagan gods was an example of a practice that was an abomination to God. 
Homosexuality was also an abomination.  In our nation, the law of the land is that abortion is OK
anytime during a pregnancy and homosexuality is an "acceptable alternate life-style."  Do we in
the USA think that we can stand before His indignation and that we can abide in the fierceness of
His anger?  We have examples such as Ninevah and Sodom that dispute such foolish thinking.

NAHUM 1:7  The alternative to the wrath of God that is reserved for the enemies of God
is the goodness of God that is reserved for those that trust in Him.  When Judah had put their
trust in God, God dealt with their enemies and gave His people protection.  Even when the people
of Ninevah had believed God, they were spared.  God is good and we can find no fault in Him. 
His goodness is seen in the protection that He gives to us when trouble does come.  

NAHUM 1:8,9,12,13  The judgement that God was going to send on Ninevah was to be
total destruction.  They would be blotted out and never again be a threat to His people.  It did not
make any difference that the Assyrians were powerful and strong and lived in relative peace and
quiet at this time.  They thought that they had it made, that they were so powerful that nobody
could touch them.  The Assyrians we the rulers of that part of the world and controlled the
surrounding nations.  That was going to come to an end.  Part of the reason that the Assyrians
had been allowed to rise to power was to bring judgement on the Northern Kingdom of Israel and
to bring chastisement to Judah.  They had abused their power and because of their wickedness
and their lack of mercy they would be held accountable.

NAHUM 1:15  In Nahum's vision of the future he could already see the messengers
coming with the news about the downfall of the Assyrians.  The people of Judah would have
something to rejoice about.  This enemy would not ride roughshod over them any longer and they
would never be a power in that region again.  

We in our nation need to keep on trust God and being faithful to Him in whatever we do
regardless of the stand of our government or the news media.  We need to call sin what it is and
not back away from the battle for what is right.  We need to stand on the truth of the word of
God and be prepared for the trouble that will come our way.  We do this by putting on the full
armor of God and engaging in spiritual warfare by using the sword of the Spirit (the word of
God) and by praying in the Spirit.  


