
RETURN TO THE RESTORING GOD 
Nehemiah 9:32-37 

       
 From Thomas Wolfe’s novel, You Can’t Go Home Again, we find these sobering words:   

“You can’t go back home to your family, back home to your childhood ... back home to a young man’s 
dreams of glory and of fame ... back home to places in the country, back home to the old forms and systems 
of things which once seemed everlasting but which are changing all the time – back home to the escapes of 
Time and Memory.” 

 Just this week, there was a reference to some “new discovery” that scientists had 
developed a way to “un-boil an egg.”  In checking it out, that was very much of an overstatement 
of what could be done.  You really can’t reverse such a process.  In the same way, there is no 
time machine that will allow us to go back and undo bad decisions so that we can avoid the 
consequences of our actions.  While we can make amends and be forgiven, the effects of what 
our actions cause follow the law of “seed time and harvest” – we reap what we sow.   
 In our study of Ezra and Nehemiah a recurring theme is that of “restoration” of the nation 
of Israel.  On the surface of such an idea we might think that they would be able to go back and 
experience the time of the nation’s glory during the reigns of David and Solomon.  That idea 
may be as far-fetched in the physical realm as un-cooking an egg.   
 Since Nehemiah had returned, a lot of progress had been made.  The wall of the city had 
been completed, security procedures had been started, and the people were eager to learn what 
God expected of them.  They had experienced strong conviction and genuine remorse when they 
heard the word of God.  They celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles and when that time of 
celebration was over, they came back to their initial response of realizing that they needed and 
really wanted to experience restoration.  We see their actions in chapter nine when they came 
together in a time of fasting, prayer, and hearing the word of God.  We find the concluding 
words of the prayer in the final verses of this chapter. 
  
God is Great, Good and Gracious – 9:32 
32 “Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and lovingkindness, 
Do not let all the hardship seem insignificant before You, Which has come upon us, our kings, our princes, our 
priests, our prophets, our fathers and on all Your people, From the days of the kings of Assyria to this day.  
Nehemiah 9:32 (NASB95) 
 The first thing that was done when they came together was to hear the word of God 
which was read to them by the Levites.  There was no mention of Ezra and Nehemiah in the 
proceeding of that meeting.  This was what we would call a “grass-roots” movement.  Such 
spontaneous response is a good sign of genuine revival.  Ezra had invested years in trying to get 
the word out to the people and Nehemiah’s leadership and what had been accomplished during 
the brief time since he arrived were foundational and instrumental in this revival of spiritual 
fervor among the people. 
 After hearing the “Word” read to them for three hours, there was a time of confession of 
the sins of the nation from the time they came out of Egypt until they were exiled in Babylon.  
They also acknowledged the patience, compassion, and faithfulness of God during these times.   
 Verse 32 is the first and only direct request in this prayer.  They simply asked that God 
realize the severity and critical impact of all that had happened to Israel over the past four 
hundred years.  The ups and downs of the time of the Judges and related problems they 
experienced as warning signs to repent could have been classified as JV (junior varsity) as 
compared to the judgment upon the nation that started with Assyria, continued under the 
Babylonians, and was still ongoing under the Persians.   



 This request for God to recognize the impact of these past four centuries also seems to be 
a statement that they realized the significance of all that had happened.  It is sort of like the 
reaction of our nation in response to what happened on 9-11 when we said, “OK, God, You got 
our attention!”  Oops! We didn’t say that, did we?  No, it seems as if we missed an opportunity.  
It took them four centuries to “get it.”  What was going on at this “prayer meeting” was the right 
response.   
 
Conviction, Confession, Repentance, Restoration – 9:33-35 
33 “However, You are just in all that has come upon us; For You have dealt faithfully, but we have acted wickedly. 34 

“For our kings, our leaders, our priests and our fathers have not kept Your law Or paid attention to Your 
commandments and Your admonitions with which You have admonished them. 35 “But they, in their own kingdom, 
With Your great goodness which You gave them, With the broad and rich land which You set before them, Did not 
serve You or turn from their evil deeds.  Nehemiah 9:33-35 (NASB95) 
 Conviction had already happened several weeks before this time.  It happened when they 
heard and understood the word of God.  Genuine conviction leads to meaningful confession that 
helps us identify the specifics of what we have done and are doing that would be out of 
agreement with God’s requirements.  Such wrong actions are characterized by God as 
wickedness.  How can a person repent if they do not know that what they have been doing is 
wrong?  Knowledge of the word of God is a precursor to repentance.  Genuine repentance is 
needed for restoration to happen.   
 A really important step in the overall process of setting things right in our lives is to 
recognize the source or origin of the problems we have.  God is not the problem!  The problem is 
typically centered in our world view, our outlook, our attitude, and the subsequent actions that 
we carry out.  A word of caution:  We need to be careful and not give blanket approval to 
whatever those in positions of power mandate that we should do.  Not everyone in a position of 
power has legitimate authority to impose onerous laws and regulations.   
 We see this important recognition of the source of the problems as they acknowledged 
God’s justice and faithfulness along with an admission that they and their forefathers had ignored 
what God commanded them to do.  This neglect happened even when they were enjoying the 
benefits of His blessings upon them because of His grace.  The result of ignoring God was that 
they did not do the “good” that He wanted them to do and, to make matters worse, they did do 
things that were bad or evil.  It is apparent from these verses that “confession” should address not 
only wrong actions but should also be concerned with the good that we could have done but 
failed to do.  If we know to “do right” and “don’t,” then it is sin.   
 If we were to sum up the history of Israel, it could be characterized by a “yo-yo” that is 
always spinning and never going anywhere except up and down.  They would run downhill until 
the string ran out and God would pull them back through judgments and they would enjoy 
prosperity for a time.  The process would repeat itself because they “delighted themselves in the 
goodness of God” but they did not “delight themselves in the Lord.”   
 Warren Wiersbe summed it up this way.   

Israel’s sins finally became so disgusting to God that He decided to discipline them away from their own 
land. He used the Assyrians to destroy the Northern Kingdom, and then He brought the Babylonians to take 
the Southern Kingdom (Judah) captive and to destroy Jerusalem and the temple. It was as though God said 
to His people, “You enjoy living like the heathen so much, I’ll let you live with the heathen.” The nation’s 
seventy years of captivity in Babylon taught them to appreciate the blessings they had taken for granted, 
and they never again returned to pagan idolatry. 

 Do we see any similarity with the things that have happened in our nation?  In a period of 
a little more than fifty years we have seen the following:  It started with inviting God OUT of our 



societal culture by declaring the Word of God to not be welcomed (1963).  This initial step was 
followed by embracing the horrendous pagan practice of sacrificing innocent children to the 
pagan god of irresponsibility.  This pagan practice is called legalized abortion (1973).  The next 
“thing” was to declare what God had said was an “abomination” to be acceptable in various 
places (2008).  The fourth thing will likely be the wholesale legalization of a practice that is 
perverse and unnatural (2015 - pending).   
 The outcome has been that our nation is experiencing burdens that are becoming 
increasingly difficult to bear.  If we cannot bear the load of the burden, then the outcome is 
collapse.  Collapse is what the Israelites went through with the Assyrian assault on the Northern 
Kingdom and the Babylonian destruction and exile of Judah.    
 
Connecting the Consequences to the Cause – 9:36-37 
36 “Behold, we are slaves today, And as to the land which You gave to our fathers to eat of its fruit and its bounty, 
Behold, we are slaves in it. 37 “Its abundant produce is for the kings Whom You have set over us because of our sins; 
They also rule over our bodies And over our cattle as they please, So we are in great distress.  Nehemiah 9:36-37 
(NASB95) 
 It sounds as if the egg has been cooked.  So what can we do with a boiled egg when it is 
impossible to get it back to its raw condition?  One thing we could do is to make egg salad or we 
could decorate the egg shell.  In other words, we can realize that what we have IS what we have 
– you can’t home again.   
 They realized their situation – slaves and in great distress.   They knew how they arrived 
at the place they were – because of our sins.  They and their ancestors had made and acted on 
bad decisions.  The deeds were done and they realized that it was only by the grace of God that 
they were still around.  What can be done?  This is the time to acknowledge that God will accept 
us “where we are” at the present time and in “whatever condition” we are in.  If we will submit 
ourselves to him and walk in His ways, then what is ahead of us will be the best outcome that it 
can be starting with where we are and the condition in which we find ourselves. 
 While they would never see the glory of the times of David and Solomon, they would 
still be used by God in His plan of salvation.  The Messiah would show up in another four 
hundred years and, in the meantime, they and their descendants would have many opportunities 
to “get it right” with regard to being faithful to God.  During that time, they were always under 
the power of other empires.  After the Persian, the Greeks dominated the area, and after that, the 
Romans were in control.   
 They had come to a realization that as slaves, they were essentially powerless to extricate 
themselves from the mess they were in.  (You cannot save yourself.)  I’m not sure that we, as a 
nation, have come to that realization and as a result we have not sought the word of God, we 
have not experienced conviction, we have not confessed our sins, and we have not turned back to 
God.  Consequently, the results of our ignorance and failing to pay attention to the warning signs 
all around us, we continue toward destruction or collapse.  We would do well to heed the advice 
“When all else fails, read and follow the directions!”   
 
 


