
LIVING AS GOD'S COMMUNITY

How many of you can remember a time when there was no pornographic literature on the
shelves of the corner grocery store, when there was no liquor-by-the drink (or even any package
stores), when nudity was not allowed in motion pictures, when people were shocked if they heard or
read the word "damn" in the media, when mothers raised their children, when divorce was rare and
living together was unheard of, when drugs were something that you had prescribed by your
physician, when "crack" was just the sound that your joints made when you got up in the mornings,
when "joints" were the connections of two bones, when abortion was a scandal, when men married
women instead of other men, when God was a name used in reverence and not part of a curse, when
people who had a job really worked and to be on welfare was not something to be proud of, when
"aids" meant helpful things, when prayer could be offered in schools and other public places, when
our leaders were men of principle and not just personality, when Christians went to church on Sunday
night, and when everyone knew the importance of integrity and valued it in their own lives?  When
did we lose the simplicity of "principled-living" and move to a time of immorality and decadence.  We
can't name a time because we just drifted into it.  There are physical laws that state that things left to
themselves will tend toward disorder.  In order to achieve order, one much expend work on the
system.  The same "laws" apply to our social and moral arenas of life:  if we don't work on them, then
they become disorderly.  If we are not climbing higher or just hanging on, then we tend to slide
downhill.  I'm afraid that we, as a nation, have not even been holding our own and I wonder if we will
wake up enough to find something to grab hold of before we crash at the bottom of the hill.  

This phenomenon of drifting away from the truth is not something that is unique with us, the
Jews experienced the same thing during Nehemiah's time.  Nehemiah had lead the people to rebuild
the wall and then he and Ezra had provided leadership in introducing the Law of the Lord back into
the society of their day.  Nehemiah then returned to Babylon since he had only received permission
from the king to go and do a specific job.  Nehemiah eventually did come back to Judah after
spending some time in Persia.  When he returned, he found that the people had drifted off course in
their lives.
  NEHEMIAH 13:1-3  One of the specifics that the people had formerly pledged themselves
to do was to live separated lives so that they would have purity and not be contaminated by the
worldly influence of their pagan neighbors.  Once again the Book of Law of Moses was brought out
and the people had to rediscover "true north" in order to get back on course.  During the time of
Paul, there was a great uproar over the fact that he was thought to have brought a Gentile into the
Temple.  While Nehemiah was on his trip back to Persia, the priest had allow Tobiah to use one of
the storage rooms of the temple as his place of residence.  Tobiah was one of the three enemies of
the Jews that had tried to obstruct the reconstruction of the wall.  This would be akin to First Baptist
Church providing office space for the Moonies, Jehovah Witnesses or the Mormons.  When
Nehemiah returned he literally moved him out. 

NEHEMIAH 13:10-12  Another area that the people drifted away from "true north" was in
financial support of the Temple and those that attended it.  You've heard of bi-vocational preachers:
these are men that pastor a church yet they are not supported enough that they have to work a full
time job to earn a living.  The support for the Levites had fallen off so much that they were neglecting
their religious duties because they had to grow their own food to feed themselves and their families.
Once again, the great reformer Nehemiah reminded the people of what they should be doing and the
support was started once again.  We need constant reminders of those things that we should be doing



or we tend to drift away from our destination.  Daily devotions that bring us to the Word of God and
the Kingdom principles are good ways to bring about the needed directional changes in our lives.

NEHEMIAH 13:15-19  Busy people never have enough time to get everything done that they
want to do.  Most of us never have enough money to buy what we think we need.  As a consequence,
if we have some free time that is not committed to business or work activities, we will feel the pull
to use that free time to catch up in our errands or to earn a little more money.  As they drifted away,
the Jews saw the Sabbath as a reservoir of free time to do a little more, to get a start on the next work
week or to make a little extra money.  In the process, they were profaning the Sabbath and missing
the main opportunity to get themselves realigned with the principle of the Kingdom of God.  

Nehemiah was what we would call a "proactive" person in that he did not just sit around an
bemoan the facts of what was happening, but he realized that he had the responsibility to make his
world a better place.  So he took some action and called the leadership of the people together and
he reminded them of what they should be doing.  Not only that, but he also had the authority to put
an end to the practice by keeping the big gates to the city closed on the Sabbath.  We are told that
you can't legislate morality.  That may be a true statement, if you are referring to how one feels or
thinks about a situation, but you can certainly legislate to control actions.  

Perhaps we could learn from these experiences of Nehemiah.  First, there is the obvious need
to know and to be reminded of what the Word of God says.  Daily reminders are not too often.  We
also need to be aware of the influence of others that operate according to a different world view than
ours.  One of the not so subtle means of this influence is the secular media with its anti-Christian bias.
We need to guard against neglect of the church and the worthwhile programs that are being carried
out.  Finally, we need to become people of initiative rather than just being reactive.  We need to see
the needs around us and then do something to make life better.  If each one of us would just make
things better in our own sphere of influence, then the world would be a better place.  I've got to
believe that living as God's community is better than what we see about us now where many people
appear to be going to the devil.  We can make a difference.  


