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ACCEPT GOD'S GUIDANCE

How many things can you name that our world needs to do that appear to be totally
impossible?  Some examples might be eliminating ignorance, poverty, sickness, disease, hunger, wars
and fighting.  We could make a long list.  Are these things good and beneficial for people?  You
would think so.  What about our nation?  Can we make a similar list of specific things that really
should be accomplished or put into place, but the task is too big and we don't have the resources to
do it.  Things come to mind such as reestablishing family values, having a drug-free society, valuing
human life, solving pollution problems, eliminating crime, and curing major diseases.  Do these seem
impossible?  We could ask the same thing about our state, county, city.  We could examine
communities within a city and groups within a community such as our church.  We could ask the
same question about our own individual lives?  Is there anything in my life that needs to be done,
changed, established or accomplished that is so difficult it is impossible for me to do?  We could
probably make a list for every one of these areas.  We probably already have those list.  They may not
be written down anywhere but in our minds we already know what would make a better world, a
better nation, state, county, city, community, church, family or a better "me."  The problems is that
we just can't do it.  We are not rich enough, strong enough, smart enough, or whatever.  The net
result is that we do not get the job done and we think that it is OK since it was impossible to do
anyway.  Wrong!  Wrong!  Wrong!  It's NOT OK to just give up and not do something just because
it is impossible for us to do it.

When God led the Israelites up to the border of the land He had promised to give them, He
gave instructions to send a group of spies into the land to check it out.  One person from each tribe
was sent and they were to determine where the strongholds and defenses were located and bring back
samples of what the land produced.

NUMBERS 13:25-31  Forty days later they returned with their report.  It was great!  It was
exactly what they needed for a land in which to live.  The clusters of grapes were huge and the other
fruit was beautiful -- it really was a land flowing with milk and honey.  Wait!  That's not all.  There
were giants there and they saw themselves as grasshoppers compared to those people.  All twelve
spies saw the same thing; however, not all came to the same conclusion.  Ten of them said, "It is
impossible, we can't do it."  Caleb said, "We should go take possession of it, because we can do it."

How did the people react?  They latched onto the impossibility and magnified the bad report.
As a result they were totally disheartened at the idea they would have to overcome resistance to their
taking the land..  The Bible tells us they wept all night.  They complained against Moses and Aaron
and questioned God's motives in bringing them out of Egypt.  Two years earlier, they were saying
similar things when they came to the Red Sea and saw that it was impossible for them to cross it.
They complained in the same way when they saw the impossibility of finding enough water in the
desert and again when the food ran out.  But each time, the impossibility for them was accomplished
by God.  He parted the Sea and they went through on dry ground.  He provided water out of the
Rock and He sent manna to feed them.  In spite of the repeated demonstration of the adequacy of
God in the face of the impossible, they had not come to trust Him.  They continued to doubt His
power and even His motives -- they accused Him of bringing them out into the wilderness to kill
them.  They looked at the choices and concluded that dying in the wilderness or going back to slavery
in Egypt were better choices that going up against the people of Canaan.  They were victims of
thinking that if they could not think of a way to do something, then it can't be done.  They were
thinking that if they weren't strong enough, then the job couldn't be accomplished.  When you think
about it, this thinking is typical of the unbelief mentality of the church today.

NUMBERS 14:6-10  Joshua and Caleb heard the reaction of the people and they were
appalled at their unbelief and distrust of God.  There was no question about the goodness of the land.
It was what God had promised them.  God wants the best for us.  He knows what is best for us.
They did not know the details of how they would take the land, they just knew God was with them
and He had promised the land to Israel.  They saw the refusal of the people to go take the land as
rebellion against God.

Both Joshua and Caleb exhorted the people to put their trust in God:  to look at the Source
of salvation and not focus on the problem.  If all we ever look at is the problem, then the problem
becomes the totality of our world.  Focusing on the problem fills up our vision and doesn't leave room



for solutions to enter the picture -- it doesn't leave room for God.  Ten spies saw only the size of the
giants compared to their own size and fear was the result.  Two spies saw the lack of adequate
defense and knew that God was with them and boldness was the result. 

The words of Joshua and Caleb are full of truth.  They said, "If the Lord delight in us, then
He will bring us into the land ..."  What does it take for the Lord to delight in us?  We have the
benefit of the New Testament where we can see from Hebrews 11:6 "Without faith it is impossible
to please God."  God will not delight in us if He is not pleased with us.  We can look at the statement
of Joshua and Caleb and state it in the negative:  "If the Lord does not delight in us, then He will not
bring us into the land ..."  Or to put it more simply, "Unless you believe, you can't go."  The sobering
fact is that "unbelief has serious consequences."  

How did the people take the truth?  People typically reject the truth and are ready to kill the
messenger.  The reaction of the crowd was to silence the voices of those who gave them the warning
of the consequences of unbelief.  We still don't like the message that we are not totally faithful to
God, that we are not obedient, that we focus on ourselves and problems and not on God.  Today, we
don't literally stone the messenger, but we hurl verbal rocks and attempt to destroy the credibility of
such people.

God's reaction to the sin of unbelief is such that we should be seriously concerned about
unbelief in our own lives.  He was ready to eliminate them and start over with Moses to build another
nation.  Moses argued against that and God agreed to forgive them; however, there were
consequences of their unbelief.  They had said that it would have been better for them to have died
in Egypt or out there in the desert than to go up against the giants of the land of Canaan.  Egypt was
in the past but they could still die in the wilderness.  They could still have that request granted.

NUMBERS 14:28-30  When God is doing a great work and we are a part of it, we need to
realized that we can miss the blessings that obedience brings if we refuse to accept and follow God's
guidance.  God left out all the adults except Joshua and Caleb in the blessing he had promised to the
Israelites.  Some may argue that this was stiff punishment.  No, it was not punishment so much as it
was exclusion.  They were treated no differently than all the other people in the world that didn't
believe and trust in God.  What they lost, they really never had, it did not belong to them, and they
did nothing to deserve it.  The just chose to not participate and God honored their choice.  God
doesn't change.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  There are many God-sized tasks in the
world around us that really are impossible for us to do.  They require God empowered ability to
accomplish and we are called to accomplish these "right things."  To shrink back at the difficulty is
to admit out lack of trust and that is not pleasing to God.  If he delights in us, He WILL bring us into
the land.


