
STAY FEARLESS IN YOUR OBEDIENCE 
Numbers 13:25-31; 14:6-9, 17-23 

 
 How many things can you name that our world needs to do that appear to be totally 
impossible?  Some examples might be eliminating ignorance, poverty, sickness, disease, hunger, 
wars and fighting and global economic collapse.  We could make a long list.  Would eliminating 
these things be good and beneficial for people?  You would think so.  What about our nation?  
Can we make a similar list of specific things that really should be accomplished or put into place, 
but the task is too big and we don't have the resources to do it?  Things come to mind such as 
reestablishing family values, having a drug-free society, valuing human life, solving pollution 
problems, eliminating crime, and curing major diseases.  Do these seem impossible?  We could 
ask the same thing about our state, county, city.  We could examine communities within a city 
and groups within a community such as our church.  Could we ask the same question about our 
own individual lives?  Is there anything in my life that needs to be done, changed, established or 
accomplished that is so difficult it is impossible for me to do?  We could probably make a list for 
each one of these areas.  We probably already have those lists.  They may not be written down 
anywhere but in our minds we already know what would make a better world, a better nation, 
state, county, city, community, church, family or a better "me."  The problem is that we just can't 
do it.  We are not rich enough, strong enough, smart enough, or whatever.  The net result is that 
we do not get the job done and we think that it is OK since it was impossible to do anyway.  
Wrong!  Wrong!  Wrong!  It's NOT OK to just give up and not do something just because it is 
impossible for us to do it. 
 When God led the Israelites up to the border of the land He had promised to give them, 
He gave instructions to send a group of spies into the land to check it out.  One person from each 
tribe was sent and they were to determine where the strongholds and defenses were located and 
bring back samples of what the land produced.  
 
What’s Keeping You From Obeying?  13:25-31 
25 When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days, 26 they proceeded to come to Moses and 
Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they brought back 
word to them and to all the congregation and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Thus they told him, and said, “We 
went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 

“Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and moreover, 
we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 “Amalek is living in the land of the Negev and the Hittites and the 
Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of 
the Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take 
possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to 
go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.”  Numbers 13:25-31 (NASB95) 
 God had commanded Moses (Numbers 13:1-2) to send a representative from each tribe to 
check out the land that He was going to give them.  Forty days later they returned with their 
report.  It was great!  It was exactly what they needed for a land in which to live.  The clusters of 
grapes were huge and the other fruit was beautiful – it really was a land flowing with milk and 
honey.  Wait!  That's not all.  There were giants there and they saw themselves as grasshoppers 
compared to those people.  All twelve spies saw the same thing; however, not all came to the 
same conclusion.  Ten of them said, “It is impossible, we can't do it.”  Caleb said, “We should go 
take possession of it, because we can do it.”   
 It is helpful for us to notice what was NOT being said in this account of the report of the 
facts and the conclusions drawn by the two sides of the controversy that resulted from the 



reconnaissance of the Promised Land.  There was no mention of the Lord in any of the 
comments.  The first missed opportunity was in the opening remarks regarding who had sent 
them to spy out the land.  They saw that they were on a mission initiated by Moses.  In verse 27 
they reported that they went to the land that Moses had sent them rather than acknowledging that 
God had initiated the mission.  Following that, the report was factual as recorded in the second 
part of verse 27, verse 28 and verse 29.  Apparently, these facts caused an audible (perhaps even 
visible) response from the people who were listening.  The crowd may have been on the verge of 
panic and/or despair.  Whatever it was, it evoked a response from Caleb who spoke some words 
of optimism and encouragement to them in assuring them that they were able to possess the land.  
This was followed immediately by a different opinion from the majority that they were NOT 
able to take the land.   
 How did the people react?  They latched onto the impossibility and magnified the bad 
report.  As a result they were totally disheartened at the idea they would have to overcome 
resistance to their taking the land.  The Bible tells us they wept all night.  They complained 
against Moses and Aaron and questioned God's motives in bringing them out of Egypt.  Two 
years earlier, they were saying similar things when they came to the Red Sea and saw that it was 
impossible for them to cross it.  They complained in the same way when they saw the 
impossibility of finding enough water in the desert and again when the food ran out.  But each 
time, the impossibility for them was accomplished by God.  He parted the Sea and they went 
through on dry ground.  He provided water out of the Rock and He sent manna to feed them.  In 
spite of the repeated demonstration of the adequacy of God in the face of the impossible, they 
had not come to the place of trusting Him.  They continued to doubt His power and even His 
motives.  They accused Him of bringing them out into the wilderness to kill them.  They looked 
at the choices and concluded that dying in the wilderness or going back to slavery in Egypt were 
better choices than going up against the people of Canaan.  They were victims of thinking that if 
they could not think of a way to do something, then it can't be done.  They were thinking that if 
they weren't strong enough, then the job couldn't be accomplished.  When you think about it, this 
thinking is typical of the unbelief mentality in our nation and even in our churches today.  What 
was and is missing in these situations is a realization that, while it is true that we can’t do it, God 
can. 
 
What’s Good About Obeying?  14:6-9 
6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and 
they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we passed through to spy out is an 
exceedingly good land. 8 “If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a 
land which flows with milk and honey. 9 “Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, 
for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.”  
Numbers 14:6-9 (NASB95) 
  Joshua and Caleb heard the reaction of the people and they were appalled at their 
unbelief and distrust of God.  There was no question about the goodness of the land.  The good 
land was what God had promised them.  God wants the best for us.  He knows what is best for 
us.  Joshua and Caleb did not know the details of how they would take the land, they just knew 
God was with them and He had promised the land to Israel.  They saw the refusal of the people 
to go take the land as rebellion against God. 
 Both Joshua and Caleb exhorted the people to put their trust in God:  to look at the 
Source of salvation and not focus on the problem.  If all we ever look at are the problems, then 
the problems become the totality of our world.  Focusing on problems fills up our vision and 



doesn't leave room for solutions to enter the picture – it doesn't leave room for God.  Ten spies 
saw only the size of the giants compared to their own size and fear was the result.  Two spies 
saw the lack of adequate defense and knew that God was with them and boldness was the result.  
 The words of Joshua and Caleb are full of truth.  They said, “If the Lord is pleased or 
delights in us, then He will bring us into the land ...”  What does it take for the Lord to delight in 
us?  We have the benefit of the New Testament where we can see from Hebrews 11:6 “Without 
faith it is impossible to please God.”  God will not delight in us if He is not pleased with us.  We 
can look at the statement of Joshua and Caleb and state it in the negative: “If the Lord does not 
delight in us, then He will not bring us into the land ...”  Or to put it more simply, “Unless you 
believe, you can't go.”  The sobering fact is that “unbelief has serious consequences.”   
 How did the people take the truth?  People typically reject the truth and are ready to kill 
the messenger.  The reaction of the crowd was to silence the voices of those who gave them the 
warning of the consequences of unbelief.  We still don't like the message that we are not totally 
faithful to God, that we are not obedient, that we focus on ourselves and problems and not on 
God.  Today, we don't literally stone the messenger, but we hurl verbal rocks and attempt to 
destroy the credibility of such people. 
 For 400 years God had been preparing a nation to occupy the land that He promised to 
Abraham.  He brought these people up to the border and they became petrified with fear and 
refused to go in to claim the promise. That had to be disappointing!  It was perhaps more than 
disappointing.  It was maddening.  This stirred up God's wrath.  This was so serious that the 
presence of the Lord manifested itself in the tabernacle.  God's interpretation of their action and 
attitude was that they were provoking Him.  The main complaint was that they did not believe 
what God said was true.  It was not that they didn't BELIEVE IN God, they did acknowledge 
that God is, but they just didn't BELIEVE Him.  Consider Abraham: the most significant thing 
that the New Testament reports about Abraham was that he believed God and that was accounted 
to him as righteousness. But that could not be said for these descendants of Abraham--in spite of 
all the signs and miracles that they had as evidence of God's power and integrity, they still did 
not believe. In the account that is given in Psalms 95, we are told that the people "turned back 
and tempted God and limited the Holy One of Israel." It is amazing that we in our unbelief can 
limit what God will do for us.  Even Jesus ran into this type of unbelief in His day.  When He 
came back to His hometown, we are told that He could do no great work there because of their 
unbelief.  
 God's reaction to the sin of unbelief is such that we should be seriously concerned about 
unbelief in our own lives.  He was ready to eliminate them and start over with Moses to build 
another nation.  Moses argued against that and God agreed to forgive them; however, there were 
consequences for their unbelief.  They had said that it would have been better for them to have 
died in Egypt or out there in the desert than to go up against the giants of the land of Canaan.  
Egypt was in the past and that option was not open to them, but they could still die in the 
wilderness.  They could still have that request granted. 
 
How Does God Handle Disobedience?  14:17-23 
17 “But now, I pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have declared, 18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’ 19 “Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of 
this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.” 20 So the LORD said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 21 but indeed, as I live, 
all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD. 22 “Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs 
which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened 



to My voice, 23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me 
see it.  Numbers 14:17-23 (NASB95) 
 Moses continued his intercession for the people.  Notice that he used a very effective 
means of petitioning God:  He recited the very description that God used concerning Himself.  
Moses reminded God that He is long-suffering (slow to anger), has great mercy, forgiving sin 
and rebellion.  Yet God does not let the guilty escape unpunished.  Does this seem inconsistent to 
you?  Listen to it again:  God is a forgiving God, yet the guilty do not go unpunished. Let's use 
an example of something that we might better understand. For example, if a child is told that he 
must not do a particular thing or he will lose a privilege and he then proceeds to do the forbidden 
act, you may do several things:   
1) just ignore that he disobeyed and give him his privilege anyway,  
2) refuse to have anything to do with the child or constantly remind him that he disobeyed and 
treat him shabbily,  
3) make sure that he doesn't get the promised privilege but show him the same kind of love and 
concern as if he had been obedient.   
 Avoiding the issue is the way most people would like to handle the problem.  I call this 
"sloppy agape.”  The second suggestion of refusing to have anything to do with the child is 
clearly unforgiveness in action.  The third method is “forgiveness with discipline” and this is 
what is meant by God being forgiving yet not letting the guilty go unpunished.  
 Moses’ appeal to God was for God to keep on doing what he had been doing since they 
left Egypt:  pardoning and forgiving.  God's response was that He had pardoned according to 
Moses request.  What about not letting the guilty go unpunished?  God declared that none that 
were adults and witnessed His miracles and mighty power would have the privilege of going into 
the Promised Land.  Sin (unbelief) can cause us to forfeit God's blessings even when we 
experience His forgiveness.   


