
INTERCEDING FOR OTHERS

Think back 70 years and imagine that you get an idea that you want to build and sell cars.
You look around and see that some pretty big companies have been at it for a lot of years:  General
Motors, Ford, Chrysler, Mercedes, and others.  If you go into competition with great big companies
like that and you really don't have a lot of experience in building cars, then you are going to lose a
lot of money and be the laughing stock of the industry.  Let's come back to the present and ask
ourselves if we are familiar with such names as Honda, Toyota, Nissan. 

When Moses brought the Israelites up to the border of the land of Canaan that God had
promised to give to Israel, God gave instruction to send a group of spies into the land to check it out.
One person from each tribe was sent and they were to determine where the strongholds and defenses
were located and to bring back some samples of what the land produced.  They came back forty days
later and gave their report:  It was great!  Beautiful clusters of grapes and other fruit--it was a land
flowing with milk and honey.  But wait, there are giants in the land and they saw themselves as
grasshoppers as compared to these people.  Two of the spies saw the same things as the other ten;
however, their conclusion was, "So what if there are giants there, we can overcome them as well as
anything else." 

How did the people react?  They magnified the bad report and were just crushed at the idea
that they might have to overcome resistance to their taking the land.  The Bible tells us that they wept
all night. They complained against Moses and Aaron and questioned God's motives in bringing them
out of Egypt.  This was the same song they were singing when they came up to the Red Sea and
could not figure a way to get across it.  They had similar thoughts when they ran out of water and
again when they ran out of food.  Each time God intervened and saved them, yet they continued to
question His motives. They accused Him of bringing them out there to kill them.  As far as they were
concerned, dying in the wilderness or going back to Egypt were better choices than going up against
the land of Canaan.  They were victims of thinking that if they could not think of a way to do
something, then it can't be done.  This is typical of the unbelief mentality in the church today.  Joshua
and Caleb did not know the details of how they would take the land, they just knew that God was
with them and that He had promised the land to Israel. They saw the peoples refusal to go take the
land as rebellion against God.  The people responded by threatening to stone Joshua and Caleb. 

NUMBERS 14:10-12  For 400 years God had been preparing a nation to occupy the land
that He promised to Abraham.  He brought these people up to the edge and they became petrified
with fear and refused to go in to claim the promise. That had to be disappointing!  It was perhaps
more than disappointing, it was maddening.  This stirred up God's wrath.  This was so serious that
presence of the Lord manifested itself in the tabernacle.  The glory that appeared may have been the
cloud that had been out in the distance that lead them up to this point.  God's interpretation of their
action and attitude was that they were provoking Him.  The main complaint was that they did not
believe what God said was true.  It was not that they didn't BELIEVE IN God, they did acknowledge
that God is, but they just didn't BELIEVE Him.  Consider Abraham: the most significant thing that
the New Testament reports about Abraham was that he believed God and that was accounted to him
as righteousness. But that could not be said for these descendants of Abraham--in spite of all the signs
and miracles that they had as evidence of God's power and integrity, they still did not believe. In the
account that is given in Psalms 95, we are told that the people "turned back and tempted God and
limited the Holy One of Israel." It is amazing that we in our unbelief can limit what God will do for



us.  Even Jesus ran into this type unbelief in His day.  When He came back to His home town, we are
told that He could do no great work there because of their unbelief. 

The sin of unbelief is so serious that God was ready to start over with Moses and build
another nation. This new nation would still be of the seed of Abraham since Moses was a descendant
of Abraham.  This was the second time that God made the offer to Moses to be the source of a great
nation.  I don't know if this possibility appealed to Moses or not; however, regardless of its appeal,
Moses argued against it.  

NUMBERS 14:13-16  In essence Moses' argument was that God would get a bad reputation
if He struck down all these people and started a new nation with Moses. After all, the Egyptian knew
that it was God that lead the people out of Egypt and had been leading them in the wilderness and
the Egyptians would tell everyone that God did not have the ability to do what He had promised to
do so He just killed them all in the desert.  That would be a misinterpretation of what God would be
trying to accomplish.   (What are some examples of misinterpretations that are applied to what is
happening today in the Kingdom of God?)   The willingness to believe and trust in God would be
essential to any nation that was going to go into a completely new area and displace the inhabitant
and take it over.  Such an undertaking could not be accomplished with fearful and tentative people.

NUMBERS 14:17-20  Moses continued his intercession for the people.  Notice that he used
a very effective means of petition with God:  He recited the very description that God used
concerning Himself.  Moses reminded God that He is long-suffering (slow to anger), has great mercy,
forgiving sin and rebellion.  Yet God does not let the guilty escape unpunished.  Does this seem
inconsistent to you?  Listen to it again:  God is a forgiving God, yet the guilty do not go unpunished.
Let's use an example of something that we might better understand. For example, if a child is told that
he must not do a particular thing or he will lose a privilege and he then proceeds to do the forbidden
act, you may do several things:  
1) just ignore that he disobeyed and give him his privilege, 
2) refuse to have anything to do with the child or constantly remind him that he disobeyed and treat
him shabbily, 
3) make sure that he doesn't get the promised privilege but show him the same kind of love and
concern as it he had been obedient.  

Avoiding the issue is the way most people would like to handle the problem--I call this
"sloppy agape".  The second suggestion of refusing to have anything to do with the child is clearly
unforgiveness in action.  The third method is forgiveness with discipline and this is what is meant by
God being forgiving yet not letting the guilty go unpunished. 

Moses’ appeal to God was for God to keep on doing what he had been doing since they left
Egypt:  pardoning and forgiving.  God's response was that He had pardoned according to Moses
request.  What about not letting the guilty go unpunished?  God declared that none that were adults
and witnessed His miracles and mighty power would have the privilege of going into the Promised
Land.  Sin (unbelief) can cause us to forfeit God's blessing even when we experience His forgiveness.
 


