
STAY GRATEFUL FOR GOD’S CARE 
Numbers 22:4-6,31-35;23:19-23 

 
 Many times we avoid significant problems because we were at the right place at the right 
time or more likely we were not at the wrong place at the wrong time.  We’ve read stories of 
people who missed their flight connection because of traffic delays and the flight they missed 
was involved in an accident.  I remember traveling along an interstate highway and just missing 
being involved in an accident or having other “close calls” that were avoided.  Sometimes we 
call such incidents “dodging the bullet” and we tend to think that we were really “lucky” to have 
missed getting hurt or even killed.  Just as we recognize that the idea of coincidences as being a 
misconception of what is really going on, we need to also see that the idea of luck is a 
misconception of God’s providential care.  We can sum up the debate in a simple question of 
“are we lucky or are we blessed?”  I think that most people do have feelings of gratitude when 
they experience benefits, the question is “who do you thank for the benefit.”  Some will thank 
their “lucky stars” while others will thank God.   
 The Children of Israel had experienced forty years of seeing God’s providential care in 
action.  Even the other people groups who were bordering on the Promised Land knew that God 
blessed the Israelites and they felt threatened because of that.    
 
Some Will Oppose God’s People - 22:1-6 
1 Then the sons of Israel journeyed, and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho. 2 Now 
Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 So Moab was in great fear because of the 
people, for they were numerous; and Moab was in dread of the sons of Israel. 4 Moab said to the elders of Midian, 
“Now this horde will lick up all that is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.” And Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of Moab at that time. 5 So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at Pethor, which is near 
the River, in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, “Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, 
they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. 6 “Now, therefore, please come, curse this people 
for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I 
know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”  Numbers 22:1-6 (NASB95) 
 I guess it is difficult to have millions of people wandering around in the middle of the 
Sinai Peninsula for decades and people in the region not know about it.  You can understand the 
concern of something this big happening.  You can’t afford to ignore the 400-pound gorilla in the 
room.  The destination for the Children of Israel was the land of Canaan and they needed to pass 
through territories controlled by other nation-tribes to reach that destination.  They were not a 
threat to these other nations.  They had requested permission to pass through the land of the 
Amorites and, instead of cooperation, they encountered overt opposition.  The Amorite attack 
was met with overwhelming force by the Children of Israel.  This outcome struck fear in others 
living in the region.  Instead of this fear leading to their cooperation, it prompted them to take 
irrational action even when there was no actual threat.  
 The people of Moab and the people of Midian were in what we might call a protected 
class of people.  The Moabites were the descendants of Lot (Abraham’s nephew) and the 
Midianites were descendants of the fourth son of Abraham.  We tend to forget that after the death 
of Sarah, Abraham married and had additional children.  Because the ancestral ties to Abraham, 
both these groups were to be given special (favorable) consideration by the Children of Israel as 
they advanced to take possession of the land of Canaan.  These two groups had no reason to be 
fearful of the sons of Israel as they passed through the region.   
 In the political-religious-cultural landscape of the world today, we see many so-called 
secularists who appear to be totally terrified of the influence of Christianity and how it might 



impact their idea of freedom.  We often hear about the irrational disparity that the secularists 
display when it comes to their response to Islam versus Christianity or to Hinduism versus 
Christianity or to Buddhism versus Christianity.  In the name of “separation of church and state” 
or “religion and government” the secularists seem to tacitly, if not overtly, accept Islam, 
Hinduism, or Buddhism expressions in society or even in the laws of the land but they go 
“ballistic” if any influence is seen or suspected with regard to Christianity.  They even get upset 
over things that really have no actual basis in biblically sound practices but are mainly traditions 
that the Roman Catholics co-opted from pagan religions such as holiday trees and Easter eggs.   
 In an attempt to make sense of what appears to be irrational behavior, it seems that the 
secularists are not threatened by the concepts of Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism because they 
view these and other such religious philosophies as being on equal or lesser footing with their 
own philosophies in the battles that are waged for the minds and souls of people.  Deep down 
inside their psyche they subconsciously (or even consciously) realize or sense that the God of the 
Bible that is revealed in the creation, that is revealed in their consciences, that is revealed in the 
historical giving of the Law and was thoroughly revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ is 
“different” from all the rest and has power beyond all these other ideas.  The response to this 
realization is rebellion that is borne out of “survival instincts” since they realize that submission 
and cooperation with God’s plan and purpose requires and end to self-driven and self-directed 
and self-center ways of living.   
 The people of Moab and Midian had gone away from the basic beliefs of Abraham and 
they no longer had any sort of healthy trust relationship with the God of Abraham but they did 
have a sense of fear and a realization that they were dealing with “something” that was beyond 
the natural scheme of things.  You’ve heard the expression that you have to “fight fire with fire” 
and this idea was likely behind the action that Balak took in sending for help from a person 
named Balaam who was thought to have spiritual powers.  He was held in high regard by the 
people in the area and had a reputation that those he blessed would be blessed and those whom 
he cursed would be cursed.   
 In the verses that follow, it seems that Balaam had knowledge of Jehovah and even 
prayed to God with regard to what he should do when the request came from Balak to come and 
“curse” the Israelites.  He had the visitors spend the night and he sought God’s direction as to 
what he should do.  The next morning he informed those sent by Balak that Jehovah had refused 
to give him permission to go with them.  God was at work to care for and protect His people 
even though (at the time it was happening) the sons of Israel were not aware of His action on 
their behalf.   
 Balak’s men return to him with the message that Balaam had refused to come with them.  
They did not mention that the reason was because God did not give him permission.  Balak then 
sent another delegation with even more important people to Balaam to convince him to come.  
This is the same sort of thing that goes on today.  When one government tries to influence 
another government, they send a delegation with gifts and when these don’t succeed in 
accomplishing the goal, they simply send more important representatives with more money and 
gifts since they realize they are dealing with greed and pride with most people and that, 
eventually, they will find the right price to seal the deal.   
 Balaam resisted once again by telling them that a “house full of gold and silver” would 
not cause him to do anything contrary to the command of God.  If Balaam had stopped there and 
sent the delegation back to Balak, then he would likely have found a place of honor in history 
rather than a place of infamy.  Balaam did something that many of us do when we are faced with 



important decisions.  When we are tempted, we seek God’s guidance and we get an answer, then 
when the temptation comes back in a slightly different form, we go back to God to see if the 
answer has changed.  This is what Balaam did.  He invited the guests to spend the night while he 
checked with God to see if there was an additional word for him.   
 God did have a word for Balaam and that he would be permitted to go with the delegation 
from Balak, but he was to speak only the words that God would speak to him.  What was 
happening was that since God’s “perfect will” had not been accepted and endorsed by Balaam, 
then God’s permissive will was allowed with conditions.  He could go but he could not curse 
God’s people.  This raises an important question and that is “why would God give His 
permissive will when those actions were not in total agreement with His perfect will?”  
According to Wolvoord and Zuck (The Bible Knowledge Commentary), God did this so that 
God would be revealed to Balaam and to those involved with him and they would see the Lord’s 
glorious power through what would happen to Balaam.   
 Balaam had an exalted opinion of himself and his power and the events that were to 
unfold would show him how little he knew about the supernatural and how lacking in power he 
really was.  The events that would occur would also serve as sufficient warning that he should 
not do what God had forbidden him to do.  The frightened thing about this lesson on refusing to 
accept God’s perfect will for our lives and seeking another answer is that “God’s permissive 
will” may result in good for “those who are called according to His will” (in this case, the 
Children of Israel) but may result in a lot of grief and trouble and even death for others who are 
not willing to accept His perfect will (in this case, Balaam who died when Israel conquered Midian
 - see Numbers 31:8).  
 
God Brings Good Where Some Intend Evil - 22:31-35 
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn 
sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground. 32 The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you 
struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out as an adversary, because your way was contrary to 
me. 33 “But the donkey saw me and turned aside from me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, I 
would surely have killed you just now, and let her live.” 34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for 
I did not know that you were standing in the way against me. Now then, if it is displeasing to you, I will turn back.” 
35 But the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but you shall speak only the word which I tell you.” 
So Balaam went along with the leaders of Balak.  Numbers 22:31-35 (NASB95) 
 We are familiar with the story of how the angel of the Lord blocked the way of the 
donkey on which Balaam was riding and how Balaam beat the donkey and threatened to kill her 
because she would not follow his commands.  That incident was followed by the donkey 
speaking to Balaam about his harsh treatment of her without ever questioning to determine if 
there was a good reason for such unusual behavior.  The lesson for us is that we need to be 
sensitive to those things that happen that are unusual and look for what might be behind the 
event.  Balaam failed to realize that the unusual behavior of his trusted donkey was part of God’s 
care for him even though he was not in the center of God’s will.  Many times God blesses and 
cares for those who have rejected Him in an effort to draw them to Himself.  Almost as often 
such blessings are not recognized as such and we just become angry about the disruption of what 
we had planned and wind up beating up on whatever was the instrument of God’s intervention 
that was designed to get our attention.   
 Donkeys are known for stubbornness and sometimes we joke about needing a 2x4 to get 
their attention.  When God opened Balaam’s spiritual eyes to see the angel in the road, that was a 



“2x4 moment.”  In an earlier verse (verse 22) the narrative told us that God was angry with 
Balaam because he followed God’s permissive will rather than His perfect will.  Now in verse 32 
we see that God had the angel declare that He considered him to be an “adversary” since what 
Balaam was doing was contrary to what God wanted but was not contrary to what He permitted.  
Balaam almost died on the road to Balak’s place and would have if the donkey had not balked.  
Sometimes it takes a near death experience for God to get people’s attention that they need the 
Lord and that they need to live in obedience to Him.   
 Balaam immediately wanted to go back to the situation that was in agreement with God’s 
perfect will; that is, he wanted to go home.  Oops! It was too late for that.  He had missed his 
chance to do God’s perfect will and there would be consequence for failing to be obedient.  This 
may seem to be somewhat harsh in that he could not just hit the “reset button” and go back to 
make a fresh start.  The remorse that Balaam showed reminds me of the thing that happened to 
the Children of Israel when they came to the border of the Promised Land almost 40 years before 
this time and they refused to go forward and possess the land.  When the consequences of that 
decision were given to them, they wanted “take back” their decision but that was not allowed.  
Instead, they died in the wilderness which was one of the two alternatives they said would be 
better than going into a land filled with giants and fortified cities.   
 Balaam refusal to simply accept and follow God’s word to him set him on a path that 
proved to be full of trouble and grief.  In using a word processor there is a provision to “undo” 
the last thing that was typed.  Unfortunately, many decisions in life do not have and “undo” 
option.  The angel instructed Balaam to go with the men of Balak and repeated the command that 
God had given him earlier that he was to speak only the words that God would give him.  God’s 
intent was to bless the sons of Israel and He would use Balaam to do that.   
 
God Never Ceases to Care for His People - 23:17-23 
17 He came to him, and behold, he was standing beside his burnt offering, and the leaders of Moab with him. And 
Balak said to him, “What has the LORD spoken?” 18 Then he took up his discourse and said, “Arise, O Balak, and 
hear; Give ear to me, O son of Zippor! 19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should 
repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 20 “Behold, I have 
received a command to bless; When He has blessed, then I cannot revoke it. 21 “He has not observed misfortune in 
Jacob; Nor has He seen trouble in Israel; The LORD his God is with him, And the shout of a king is among them. 22 

“God brings them out of Egypt, He is for them like the horns of the wild ox. 23 “For there is no omen against Jacob, 
Nor is there any divination against Israel; At the proper time it shall be said to Jacob And to Israel, what God has 
done!  Numbers 23:17-23 (NASB95) 
 When Balaam arrived at the city of Moab he was met by Balak who was anxious for 
Balaam to do his job of cursing Israel.  To Balaam’s credit he told Balak that he could only speak 
the words that Jehovah would give him.  Balak was like most people in that they hear only what 
they want to hear.  Balak ignored what Balaam told him and he took Balaam to one of the large 
cities of the Moabites in an effort to convince him that many innocent people would die of the 
Israelites prevailed in the fight that Balak was going to start with Israel to prevent them from 
passing through his territory.  He then proceeded to do something religious by offering sacrifices 
which was likely a pagan ritual that would examine the entrails of the animal to try to discern 
some sort of message or prediction of the future.   
 The next thing they did was to go to one of the high places where Baal was worshiped.  
Balaam had Balak set up seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each and then proceeded to 



ask for a revelation from Jehovah even though the ritual practices were something borrowed 
from pagan practices.  The law of Moses allowed for only one altar (since there is only one God).  
It was thought that the seven altars were related to the seven planets that pagans worshiped.  
What followed was remarkable in that God gave Balaam the first of seven messages.  Balaam 
was faithful to declare the words God gave him even though it was not something that Balak 
(who was paying the bills) wanted to hear.  Balak was not one to give up so easily, so he 
suggested that they find another high place or worship site and build seven more altars to see if 
they could come up with a curse rather than a blessing.   
 The information recorded in verses 17-23 was related to the second of seven messages 
that God gave through Balaam.  In this we see several significant truths that Balaam related to 
Balak as to why he was not going to be successful in having a curse put upon the sons of Israel.  
God had already promised to bless these descendants of Abraham and He was not going to 
change what He had declared.  People can and do change their minds and not keep their 
promises, but God is not a man and He cannot lie or be unfaithful.  In stating that there is no 
omen against Jacob nor any divination against Israel we find the same idea that Paul expressed in 
chapter eight of Romans: “if God be for us, who can be against us?”   
 It was not until sometime later that the Israelites learned of what had happened in Moab 
and how God continued to give positive messages through Balaam concerning Israel.  God was 
at work on their behalf and they were not even aware of it.  The same blessings and protections 
are available to us on an ongoing basis in that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love Him and are the “called out ones.”  Since that is the case, then we should always 
be in an attitude of gratitude for God’s care.   


