
HOW AM I TRYING TO ATTAIN WISDOM? 
Proverbs 1:1-19 

 
 Public education for everyone is a fairly new idea. Oh, it has been going strong for more 
than 100 years, but that is a fairly short time in the history of man.  We probably have the 
greatest access to educational opportunities as has ever been.  In spite of that we are a nation 
whose people are at risk to drug addiction, alcohol addiction, venereal disease, AIDS, being 
killed or maimed in automobile accidents, getting killed by someone who is angry because things 
didn't go his way, and who knows what else.  We have been developing around us a culture that 
is devoid of decency and morality and we can’t seem to figure out why.  Well maybe there is 
something missing in all that we do that could be the key to real success in the lives of people.  
Could it be that our education system has come to the point of nothing more than conveying facts 
to people rather than providing instruction in wisdom and knowledge of what life is all about?  
We are  beginning a series of lessons from the Proverbs that will give us better insight as to what 
was recognized as important to one of the wisest men that ever lived. 
 
Guide to Wisdom – 1:1-6 
1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, To discern the 
sayings of understanding, 3 To receive instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, justice and equity; 4 To give 
prudence to the naive, To the youth knowledge and discretion, 5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And 
a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel, 6 To understand a proverb and a figure, The words of the wise and 
their riddles.  Proverbs 1:1-6 (NASB95) 
 Solomon lived in a time of peace and prosperity in the nation of Israel.  He rode in on the 
coattails of his father David and inherited a kingdom that was as great as Israel ever experienced.  
He was a wise man even though he did not always practice the wisdom he knew.  His writings 
show great insight into human character.  Not all the Proverbs in this collection of sayings were 
written by Solomon; however, most are attributed to him. 
 The reasons the Proverbs were written are many and varied.  The benefits include 
knowing what is wise.  You can have all the facts of a situation and not be able to make the right 
choice of what you do with the facts.  Having insight into what will be the probable 
consequences of our actions and then choosing the course of action that brings benefit to people 
rather than harm is what wisdom is all about.   
 In verse two, along with wisdom, we find the word “instruction” in some translations.  
The idea of the Hebrew word used here is more closely associated with our concept of 
“discipline” in that the instruction is an interactive one that involves correction and even 
chastisement.  One of the most glaring omissions in our present culture (educational system, in 
the work place, in service clubs, or in church) is discipline.   
 Using the education system as an example, if the idea of those who teach is that they are 
simply providing instructions and evaluating performance, then children can go through the 
system and be functionally illiterate when they exit the system.  Instruction was given and they 
were properly assessed as be a poor performer.  On the other hand, if the objective was 
“discipline” in which instruction along with correction (rather than just evaluation), then poor 
performance would not be allowed.  Failure would not be an option.  Correction and discipline 
would be applied until the learners “got it right.”  
 Having discipline as an objective (rather than just instruction) essentially equips a person 
to be successful in that it teaches a way of operating that goes beyond the particular subjects 
covered in school.  Another way to look at this is the contrast between training and education.  



Education and discipline are strategic keys to continued long term success while training and 
instruction are tactics that aid in short term goals that fit within the overall strategy. 
 Knowing wisdom and discipline is essential to benefitting from the collective lessons of 
all the past history where people perhaps learn things the hard way.  Many of the hard earned 
lessons of those who have lived in the past are summarized in pithy sayings that can be easily 
remembered and applied in our lives to help us be successful.  Without wisdom and disciplined 
instruction, we cannot really learn from these wise sayings.  You can think of hundreds of such 
sayings such as “don’t bite the hand that feeds you,” or “a stitch in time saves nine.”  If parents 
and teachers would simply teach and explain these wise sayings then the next generation would 
make tremendous progress.   
 Understanding these principles is essential so that they can be applied to whatever we do.  
The consequences of a society that lacks discipline are that wisdom is missed as well as the 
insight into what is happening around us.  Without these, a society will miss the mark in 
achieving excellence and doing what is right and just and fair. 
 It is fairly common to hear comments on the news about the “unintended consequences” 
of some new program, rule or law that has been introduced or implemented.  As we get into later 
chapters in this book, we will see more comments about “simpletons” or those who are naive.   
Those who are young and inexperienced and new to an area don’t always appreciate the 
subtleties of what is happening.  Consequently, they don’t take into account the full impact of 
their actions.  There are many examples of governmental programs designed to help those who 
are struggling that result in people not being motivated toward responsible action but remain 
trapped in a dependent situation.  Prudence would teach a person how to fish rather and just give 
him a fish someone else had caught.  
 The teachings of the Proverbs can be applied to the young and the old.  Young people 
have a lot to learn and they need to be discrete in what they say and how they use the knowledge 
they have.  The teachings in Proverbs are easy enough to understand that they can form the basis 
for starting young people out in the right direction.   
 There is enough depth in the meaning of these truths that even the most wise and mature 
adults can continue to learn and grow from them.  The results will be even greater understanding 
and wisdom so that they will be able to see past the obvious and uncover the hidden meaning and 
implications of the common and complex things of life.   
 
Key to Knowledge – 1:7 
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.  (NASB95) 
 The first two proverbs are found in verse seven and these set the tone for the collection of 
sayings.   Many of the illustrations show the basic contrast between the wise and the foolish.  If 
wisdom is the proper application and use of knowledge, then the first thing to acquire is basic 
data or facts.  We are constantly being exposed to information and have been since we took our 
first breath.  We catalog and store the data into various categories and memory slots as the 
learning process happens throughout our lives.  Not all data or information is of equal value or 
validity and we really need to have a basis for making such determinations.   
 The phrase “beginning of knowledge” is speaking of the foundational basis for 
understanding life and how we fit in the overall scheme of things.  You cannot make sense of the 
world or live a full and successful life unless you see God behind it and involved in it, and seek 
understanding of it from God with reverence and humility.  We are answerable to the God of all 
creation and we should have respect for Who He is as well as what He says. The words that God 
gives us are words of wisdom and He calls us to a life of discipline.  The thing that makes fools 



foolish is that they have no use of what God says and they certainly are not interested in 
exercising any discipline in their lives.  Their attitude is “I want what I want and I want it now” 
and “If it feels good, do it.”   
 
Admonition to Learn – 1:8-9 
8 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction And do not forsake your mother’s teaching; 9 Indeed, they are a graceful 
wreath to your head And ornaments about your neck.  Proverbs 1:8-9 (NASB95)  
 The responsibility for training and educating children does not rest with the Public 
School System or the colleges and universities.  It rests solely with the parents.  Parents may 
include public or private schools and universities to help them, but the responsibility does not get 
transferred to the school when the child goes to school.    
 Parents should realize that the literature being used in our public schools is created by 
people who reject the basic values on which our country was founded and those that are 
advocated by the Bible.  As a consequence, what children are taught in school will need to have 
correction and interpretation when the child is at home.  If the child is going to a Christian 
school, then the parent still needs to be interacting with the child in reinforcing what is being 
taught about life and to show practical application so that the child realizes that the parent is 
practicing what is being taught and that what is being taught really works.  If the parents are 
doing their job and if the child is teachable, then he will grow up to be a valuable and 
contributing member of society and the wisdom and discipline he learned will grace his life and 
bring recognition and honor to him. 
 Solomon assumed that he did not need to tell the fathers and mothers to instruct and 
teach.  Those responsibilities are “givens” and were understood from the time of Moses when he 
was preparing the Israelites to enter the Promised Land.  We see the specific of this in 
Deuteronomy 6:7-9 

And you shall teach them diligently unto your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up.  And you shall bind them 
for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.    And you shall write them 
upon the posts of your house, and on your gates. 

 Notice also that BOTH parents are to be involved in the process.  The father was to 
provide disciplined instruction (includes correction and coaching) and the mother was to provide 
the rules (or law, literally torah) that would be foundational in the child’s life as he or she 
matured into adult status.  We could make an argument here for the need for both mother and 
father as fundamental in the family unit.   
 While the roles of the parents are essential, the process will not work if the child will not 
hear and heed the instructions and teachings.  Solomon went on to point out the benefits of 
accepting and submitting to such parental guidance.  When young people demonstrate being well 
mannered, disciplined, knowledgeable and they conduct their lives in accordance with the proven 
principles of the kingdom of God, then there is an inner beauty that goes beyond anything they 
might do to enhance their appearance with the latest fashions and other adornments. 
 By always choosing the right way, behaving in a gracious manner, taking the initiative of 
being helpful, and being polite and respectful to others, creates a “halo” effect that will follow a 
young person for many years and will open many doors to opportunities.   
 Notice the logic of the instruction that is given.  First, verse seven tell us the foundation 
(respect for God), the second (verses 8) is how to build on the foundation and that is to follow 
the advice of godly parents, and the third is how to keep or maintain what you have which we see 
in verses 10-19.   



 
Warning Against Folly – 1:10-19 
10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent. 11 If they say, “Come with us, Let us lie in wait for blood, Let us 
ambush the innocent without cause; 12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, Even whole, as those who go down to 
the pit; 13 We will find all kinds of precious wealth, We will fill our houses with spoil; 14 Throw in your lot with us, 
We shall all have one purse,” 15 My son, do not walk in the way with them. Keep your feet from their path, 16 For 
their feet run to evil And they hasten to shed blood. 17 Indeed, it is useless to spread the baited net In the sight of any 
bird; 18 But they lie in wait for their own blood; They ambush their own lives. 19 So are the ways of everyone who 
gains by violence; It takes away the life of its possessors.  Proverbs 1:10-19 (NASB95) 
 The most important people who influence the life of a young person are first of all his 
parents and next are his friends or peer group.  The friends we choose can either enhance or 
degrade our spiritual lives and, in the case of our young people, can make the difference in 
success or failure and (quite literally) life or death.   
 Teenagers are vulnerable to temptations that provide thrills and excitement.  There is an 
adrenalin rush when doing risky things.  In addition to such physical stimuli, there is an 
eagerness to try “something new.”  If such energy is not properly challenged, then we see crazy 
things happening such as random attacks on defenseless people, drive-by shootings, drag racing 
on city streets, smoking pot, trying various hard drugs and other stupid things.   
 Organized sports and places such as Disney World can provide an alternate to otherwise 
harmful behavior.  In places like the inner city of many metropolitan areas, these alternatives are 
not available.  Also lacking is adequate parental guidance that would redirect and warn young 
people of the dangers of bad behavior.   
 Unfortunately, this lack of parental guidance is also missing in some middle and upper 
income homes.  Children need to be taught to stay away from dangerous and harmful activities.  
The very activities that provide the thrills and excitements are also the things that can ruin their 
lives and their chances for success as they get older.   
 With the information explosion and availability of records, it is nearly impossible to hide 
or escape from bad behavior being known by others.  A stupid act as a teen can ruin a young 
adult’s chance of finding a good job.  Getting caught for using hard drugs can create a criminal 
record that will follow a person for decades.  Such things are like a “black cloud” hanging over a 
person’s head that are significant hindrances to being given opportunities for success.  This is the 
opposite of the “halo” effect.   
 The word of God is the best guide for all who genuinely want to gain wisdom and avoid 
foolish and costly mistakes by applying prudent action to whatever we encounter in life.    


