
LESSONS FROM LIFE.
Quilts!  My mother used to quilt a lot.  Quilt tops are usually made from left over bits of cloth

that are patched together to make a pattern that defines the quilt.  Our lives are sort of like a
patchwork quilt.  We put together bits and pieces of a wide diversity of activities, personalities, family
relations, material things and these are patched together to make up this thing we call "life".  Just as
the beauty of a quilt can be influenced by the choice of materials that go into it, so also the quality
our lives will be influenced by the choices of the character traits that we choose to be our own.  The
same choices exist for the activities with which we choose to become involved, the attitude we have
toward material things, and the way we put together family relationships.  We need help in making
the right choices and many times we can get this help by observing what has worked (and not
worked) for others.  Some of the Proverbs are records of observations of what generally happens and
what generally works.  The hope that the writer of Proverbs had was that people would learn from
these observations and then make the right choices in their lives without having to learn things the
hard way.  

Proverbs 22 is a patchwork of advice and observations about the quilt of life.  It address
choices about character, wealth, wisdom, children, happiness, work, and marriage.

CHARACTER 
A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. Pro 22:1 

It is possible to have a good name and wealth.  These are not mutually exclusively choices.
If I say the name "Sam Walton", then you think of a person that made his money the old fashion way.
He worked hard, took some risks and made a fortune by doing the right thing.  I don't know the
character of the man; however, I think that in the minds of most people that Sam Walton has a good
name.  He certainly has great riches. On the other hand, if I mention Ivan Boskey or Michael Milkin
people conjure up visions of back room deals, insider trading, and junk bond swindles.  They made
a lot of money but their name is "mud". The lesson to be learned is that if the choice is between being
honest and being rich, then being honest is the right choice.  After all, the goodness of our name starts
and hinges on honesty and integrity rather than how generous, smart or good looking we might be.
The second part of this first verse regarding loving favor vs. silver and gold is just another way of
saying that a good name is better than riches.  I think it is interesting to note the use of the word
great. The writer presumes that no one would be tempted to trade his good name for small or
moderate riches, but the possibility of obtaining great riches might tempt even the good person.  The
tragic situation that we see today is that many people are willing to trade a good name for a pittance.

He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail. Pro 22:8
Another lesson regarding Character relates to the person that spreads wickedness all about.

The law of the harvest works--whatever you sow, you reap.  A person that sows wickedness will
eventually harvest the trouble that it brings.  The power of such a person to oppress others will
eventually fail.  We are seeing this happen on a world wide scale in the demise of Communism and
totalitarian governments in Eastern Europe.  

MONEY, WEALTH & POSSESSIONS
Money, wealth, possessions: these things are important because if they are not put in their

proper place, they can dominate and control our lives.  Jesus talked about money more than an other
person in the Bible.  The writer of Proverbs dealt with money in a large percentage of the verses.  

The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.  Pro 22:2
The first lesson that we should learn, and it will help us put everything else in proper

perspective, is to realize that no matter how much money you have, it does not alter the fact that God
is sovereign and that we are answerable to Him and in need of His help. On the positive side, both
the rich and the poor need to realize that God loves each of them and whether they have wealth or
not does not diminish nor increase their value in the sight of God. 
 



The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.  Pro 22:7
There are economic realities and the writer of the Proverbs observes these without editorial

comments.  The rich rule over the poor.  Wealth brings influence if those that do not have the wealth
want a part of the wealth more than they want some other thing in life.  For example, if you have a
lot of money and you offer me a job at a nice salary, then I will do what you tell me to so that I can
share in your wealth (or your ability to produce wealth).  If your job requires me to travel six days
a week, I may value being at home more than I value the paycheck and then your wealth would no
longer have the influence or power that it had.  In the area of credit, we give up a certain amount of
control of our lives when we owe a great deal of money.  Many people would argue that we should
not borrow money for any reason.  Not many people have figured out a way to do that. 
 
He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor. Pro 22:9
He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. Pro 22:16

The lesson of sowing and reaping applies to the area of wealth.  The Bible teaches that
generosity and charity will be repaid.  Give and it shall be given unto you.  The idea is that we should
be giving to the poor and not to the rich.  Giving to the poor is an act of love, for we cannot hope
to obtain anything in return.  Giving to the rich is generally thought of as an act of bribery.  The
opposite of giving to the poor is stealing from the poor and such things are abhorrent to God.
Warnings against this are throughout the Bible that the wrath of God will come against individuals
and nations that practice such.  

WISDOM
The importance of wisdom, of being able to have insight into what may not be obvious is

stressed over and over throughout the Proverbs.  The reason for developing/acquiring wisdom is that
by doing so we can avoid a lot of grief and hardship.

A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished. Pro 22:3
We need to be careful in that we do not become so cautious that we can not get anything

done.  
Of course the starting point and source of all wisdom is our relationship to God.

By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life. Pro 22:4
Reverence for God will result in our looking to Him and His word for direction in life and will

help us in having the right relationship with other people.  The rewards of starting with and staying
with God are honor, life, and wealth. The other choice is that of being crooked.

Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them.  Pro 22:5
The rewards of wickedness is characterized by thorns and snares. Of course, the wise person

will want to avoid problems by choosing humility and the fear of the Lord.  
The implication of humility is evident in the next set of verses on Wisdom.  

17  Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge.
18  For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips.
19  That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, even to thee.
20  Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge,
21  That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to
them that send unto thee?

To learn requires humility - recognize that someone is wiser than you are.  That will be
rewarded by the joy of learning - v 18 speaks of a “pleasant thing” if you really learn the lesson of
wisdom.  As we learn the lessons of wisdom, then our trust in God will grow since He is the ultimate
Source of all Wisdom.

Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.  Pro 22:28
It is probably a stretch to interpret this as part of the “wisdom” patch work.  If you consider

the things learned by many generations as being the landmark, then we should not be too eager to
abandon those in favor of something new just because we want  to be adventuresome.  This needs
to be applied in our church doctrine and in our morality and in our education methods, etc.  



PARENTING
No better gift can be given to children other than to lead them in a way so that they can make

wise choices of what they will do with their lives.  
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  Pro 22:6

The responsibility for doing this training rest with parents. If we train them in the right way
and early in life, then this training will help set the course of their lives. The same thing is true if we
train them in the wrong way or do not train them at all. There is no guarantee that they will not go
astray even if they have good training; however, the likelihood of them going right without good
training is very small. 

Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. Pro 22:15
 Parents are faced with discipline problems with all children.  Children will test their parents
to see how far they can go.  It is natural for children to challenge the boundaries, to challenge
authority.  A lot of times they are asking the question: "Whose in charge here?"  As parents and
grandparents we need to be sensitive to the difference in childish irresponsibility (for example, a child
spill a glass of milk) and rebelliousness (I know you told me not to go across the street, but I went
anyway). Correction is needed in both cases; however, the kind of correction needs to be vastly
different.  We must deal with immaturity with instruction while rebellion needs to have corporal
punishment (a spanking).  Again, as with any training, the earlier the instruction is given the better
the results.  If we wait until a child is a teenager before any discipline is applied, then it is practically
too late.  

PERVERSENESS OR PURITY
10 ¶ Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease.
11 ¶ He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend.
12 ¶ The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor.

True happiness and contentment are difficult to achieve when we are surrounded by people
who enjoy being cynical and contentious.  Many times it only takes one contentious person to ruin
an entire group.  The advice given here is to send that person away. The person who is positive and
optimistic and pure in thoughts and motives is so much more pleasant to associate with.  That type
of person is valued even by those in high places.  

Sometime it appears that the prediction of the pessimists and the optimists are self-fulfilling
prophecies that the Lord honors.  

24 ¶ Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:
25  Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.

We do need to watch our associations.

DILIGENCE
The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets. (13)

Continuing the patchwork of observations:  those that don't want to work can find any excuse
to fit their needs. These reason can be highly improbable reasons as the one given here.  Our welfare
roles are lined with people who find reasons to not work.

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men. (29)

Diligence is usually rewarded by recognition and the chance to have influence.  Consider the
Apostle Paul.  

MARRIAGE FIDELITY
The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein. (14)

With so many marriages failing today, it would be good to reemphasize the teaching of fidelity
in marriage and the need to avoid the temptations of those that do not hold the same values as



Christians do. The results are tragic for those who do not avoid such pitfalls.  Adultery causes sorrow
for the spouse, the children, the extended family and even the close friends of the family.  

The wording in this verse appears to say that those who become ensnared in illicit relationship
are simply experiencing the consequences of a life that was not pleasing to God in other areas.  

The rich wisdom of the Word of God applies to every area of our lives and as we put it all
together, it enhances the quality of our lives in the family, in the work place, in the community, and
in the deepest, inmost part of our souls.


