
 RESPONSES 
Psalm 138:1-8 

 
 In the physical world, Sir Isaac Newton observed that for every action or force there is an 
equal and opposite reaction or force.  If you shoot a shotgun, the pellets leave the barrel with 
very high speed and the opposite reaction is what many refer to a “kick” or recoil that moves the 
gun back against the shooter’s shoulder with some force.  The amount of “kick” that is felt can 
be influenced by putting cushioning material between the butt of the gun and the shooter.  We 
have a reasonable level of understanding of action-reaction of physical objects.   
 In the area of action-reaction involving people who are not just physical but are also 
emotional and spiritual, understanding or reading responses can be very complicated.  We could 
theoretically calculate the intensity of the “kick” from a shotgun, but we have a lot of difficulty 
in accurately predicting the response we get from another person.  Just when you think you have 
someone “figured out,” we may encounter a completely different response that we thought might 
happen.  In spite of the complexity of the makeup of people, their responses to various situations 
can give us a lot of insight into their character and personality.  
 As many have been observing regarding the things that are happening in the world today 
and especially in this intense political environment, the responses from some may not be based 
on rational thinking but can be motivated from an agenda that supports whatever group loyalties 
may be popular at the moment. This other influence may help explain why some people would 
have a reasonable and rational response to events and then several years later appear to have a 
totally unreasonable and irrational response to the same events.   
 In our study of this Psalm of David we get a glimpse of how he responded to situations in 
which he found himself and how he thought reasonable people would respond when confronted 
with truth and finally what he believed about the responses we can expect from God as we react 
to the life situations in which we find ourselves.   
 
Thankfulness – 138:1-3 
1 A Psalm of David. I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will sing praises to You before the gods. 2 I will bow 
down toward Your holy temple And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You 
have magnified Your word according to all Your name. 3 On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold 
with strength in my soul.  Psalm 138:1-3 (NASB95) 
 Most of us can remember “back in the day” when we were growing up that we were 
taught that expressing “please and thank you” was not only a nice thing to do it could also be a 
necessity.  I would suspect that sometimes these words became somewhat like tools with which 
we would manipulate others to help us get what we wanted.   
 We have all known people who seem to be naturally appreciative for whatever someone 
does for them and others who just seem to be naturally oblivious and unresponsive.  What do you 
think might be the causes of such differences?  Many years ago people did not have resources to 
give their kids everything their heart’s desired.  Someone told about a grandfather telling his 
granddaughter that when he was a child all he got for Christmas was an orange.  She replied “An 
orange what?”  When people are given everything without any personal investment or if they 
have never experienced unfulfilled needs, then there can develop a sense of “entitlement” which 
will carry with it a lack of appreciation.   
 In David’s situation, he was from an ordinary family and he was the least regarded 
among those in his family.  Even after he was singled out for something special to happen in his 
life, he did not have any delusions that he was strong enough or smart enough to have success 



without help from God.  That attitude is the essence of humility (toward oneself) and trust in 
God.   
 As we know from historical accounts of David’s life, he found himself in situations that 
provided opportunities that required him to step out in faith and put his trust in God into practice.  
We might think of the encounter with the Philistines and their champion Goliath.  David did not 
hesitate to give praise to the God of Israel as being greater than the pagan gods of the Philistines.  
 Some have suggested that the word “gods” in verse one is a reference to kings and 
leaders whom David encountered rather than pagan deities.  The basic idea is that David did not 
find such situations to be an excuse to fail to acknowledge the greatness of Jehovah.  Such praise 
of God can easily become worship and David would demonstrate worship by physically bowing 
down in the direction of where the temple of God was located.  In addition to demonstrating 
humility by bowing, there was an expectation of vocalizing thankfulness in that culture during 
this time.   
 When we think of things for which we can be thankful, a good starting place is the 
character or nature of God Himself.  This is idea of “give thanks to Your Name.”  What is that 
character or nature of God?  We see that David define that immediately by give two great 
examples for which all of us should be thankful.  These are “lovingkindness” or mercy and truth.  
David could think of past and present situations in which he had benefitted from both these 
characteristics that he recognized as being associated with Jehovah.  These are also 
characteristics that the pagan gods did NOT have.   
 Beyond the past and the present benefits, David had confidence that God had given 
promises (His Word) for the future that were in alignment with and confirming of His 
unchanging character.  David’s confidence was strengthened because he had (on many 
occasions) already experienced God’s answers to his prayers and those had emboldened him for 
whatever was coming in the future.  I think most of us have experienced a growth in our trusting 
in God when we can recall past occasions when we knew that God had intervened on our behalf.   
 
Praise and Worship – 138:4-6 
Psalm 138:4-6 (NASB95) 
4 All the kings of the earth will give thanks to You, O LORD, When they have heard the words of Your mouth. 5 And 
they will sing of the ways of the LORD, For great is the glory of the LORD. 6 For though the LORD is exalted, Yet He 
regards the lowly, But the haughty He knows from afar.   
 We could view these verses as either a prophecy or a prayer.  We see both ideas in 
various translations of the Bible.  Several (NAS, KJV, RSV, YLT) use a direct statement that 
“the kings will give thanks” and others (NIV, Septuagint) express verses four and five as a 
prayer as in “may the kings give thanks.” David may have been prophetically looking forward to 
the time when the truth of the word of God would be embraced by all people groups and their 
leaders.  This possibility may be the same idea as the millennial reign of Christ on the earth.   
 If we consider this as a prayer, then verses four and five are what we should hope to 
accomplish as the ultimate outcome of the Great Commission.  We might even argue that these 
verses may be looking toward the judgment time when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is Lord.  This idea finds support in the wording of verse four in Young’s 
Literal Translation where we find “O Jehovah, all kings of earth confess Thee.” 
 The real question for us today is, “can we apply these verses to present-day believers who 
are the church?”  We can find Scripture references to Christians being kings and priest unto God.  
Do we as “kings of the earth” give thanks to the Lord when we hear God’s word and His 
promises?  Do we “sing of the character of the Lord” and recognize that His glory (nature) is 



great beyond measure?  Do we recognize that our approach to God (even though we are kings 
and priests) has to be one of humility and not haughtiness since we know that it is by grace 
through faith (and even that is not of ourselves) that we are saved?  The answer to each of these 
questions must be a resounding “yes” for those who are citizens of the Kingdom of God.   
 We see in verse six additional descriptors of God’s character in that He is over all things 
(exalted), yet He is not aloof and uncaring for even the smallest and seemingly insignificant 
things or people.  As Jesus related to those He taught, God knows when a sparrow falls.  With 
regard to His interaction with people, we see that God knows all from the small to the great and 
those who are humble are drawn to Him and those who are proud and haughty are resisted by 
God.   
 
Faithfulness – 138:7-8 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of 
my enemies, And Your right hand will save me. 8 The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your 
lovingkindness, O LORD, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.  Psalm 138:7-8 (NASB95) 
 These last two verses should remind us of Psalm 23.  “walk in the midst of trouble” 
sounds very similar to “walk through the valley of the shadow of death.”  We know that trouble 
and tribulation will eventually be encountered in our lives so these words certainly apply to each 
of us.  Our association with the Lord does not exempt us from life experiences.  The fact that we 
are close to the Lord makes a difference in how we view problems and how we respond to them.  
We should take great comfort in knowing “Thou art with me.”   
 We can also have confidence that when the trouble subsides that we will be revived or 
restored.  Our confidence is bolstered in knowing that God will provide protection from those 
who wish to harm us.  In this psalm, David saw God stretching forth His hand and we remember 
from Psalm 23 that (in His hand) He has His rod and His staff that are used to bring about the 
protection that we need.   
 David saw that the Lord worked in all phases of his life and that He would bring about a 
successful conclusion regarding everything pertaining to the promises God had made to David.  
If God promises something, then we can be confident in His faithfulness to deliver it.  This idea 
is restated in the parallel statement that God’s mercy is ongoing and is a key element in the fact 
that God does not give up on us just because we make mistakes.  This is very similar to what 
David wrote in the final verse of Psalm 23 – “surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life.”   
 In the final verse of this present psalm we see a brief prayer of David that God would not 
forsake the works of His hands.  This is a good example of a prayer that is in agreement with the 
character and nature of God.  We read the words of Paul in Philipians 1:6 “Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.”  This truth is important to keep in mind and to help keep us faithful and on course 
with what God is working out in our lives.  In the case of David, the Lord chose him to be the 
king of Israel when he was a teenager.  It was more than a decade later and after a lot of 
problems and even near-death experiences that he was finally able to fulfill the calling to be the 
king of Israel.   
 Our responses to the goodness, graciousness and mercy of God say a lot about our 
character.  Being thankful and to acknowledge the benefits that God gives us by praising Him is 
pleasing to Him.   


