
PSALMS 12

Good Thoughts in Bad Times.  
{12:1} Help, LORD, for the godly are no more; the faithful have vanished from among men. {2}
Everyone lies to his neighbor; their flattering lips speak with deception.
This psalm begins with what might be misinterpreted as words of despair.  However, there

is a large difference in the thoughts expressed here as compared to the words of those who (in
chapter 11) advised David to “flee as a bird to the mountains.”   Recognition of a problem is not
the same thing as being overwhelmed by the problem.  David saw the problem: the lack of godly
and faithful men.  This was not a cause for despair but simply prompted a call for help.  David
was following his own admonition voiced in chapter 11 that can be paraphrased, “Why should I
despair when God is in control?”  

Many times we feel as if all the world has abandoned doing what is right.  Even a great
prophet of God, Elijah, had thoughts such as this, but God reminded him that others were faithful. 
It is helpful and encouraging for us to know others are faithful.  When we see such evil behavior
all around us, then we should be reminded of our role in being salt and light in the midst of a
decaying and dark world.  

{3} May the LORD cut off all flattering lips and every boastful tongue {4} that says, "We will triumph
with our tongues; we own our lips --who is our master?"

 Here we see what David would have the Lord to do in such times as when it seems that all
have gone astray.  The major problem that David saw was a lack of integrity evidenced by
continual and continuous lying.  We see much evidence of a lack of truthfulness in all areas of life
around us.  It is a continuing problem throughout the world.  We read about people who defraud
others of their hard-earned money through scams and schemes.  We hear about corporate greed
and “cooking the books” in the business world.  We are told of evidence of lying in the political
arena and in the court rooms of the nation.  

It would seem that David’s solution was to address the symptoms of the problems.  If
people are lying, then we can stop it by preventing them from speaking.  I have heard that in some
Arab countries that stealing is dealt with by cutting off a hand.  

We tend to address problems with symptomatic solutions rather than find the root of the
problem and solve that.  For example, if there are abortions taking place, then we will pass a law
preventing abortions or we will blow up the abortion clinic.  If the poor are hungry, then we give
them food.  If the drug addicts are getting AIDS from dirty syringes, then we provide them with
clean needles.  In each case, the solutions address the symptoms rather than the root cause.  If we
were bringing up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and teaching them the
ways of the Kingdom of God, then unwanted pregnancies and the desire for abortions would take
care itself.  If were to address the breakdown of family life and teach children the virtue of honest
work and the importance of learning work skills, then the incidences of poverty would great
decrease.  If we could convince people to look to God through Jesus Christ to fill the emptiness
and void in their life, then they would not be shooting up with heroin or crack or other substances
that destroy their very lives.  

Charles Wesley said “God does nothing in the affairs of men except in response to



prayer.”  While this may be hyperbolic, we should realize that one way we can be salt and light is
to pray prayers in agreement with the will of God.  We know God opposes the proud and boastful
and can, therefore, prayer for His opposition to manifest itself.  But, more importantly, we should
be praying for the ultimate solution of the root cause of the problems of humanity and that is the
have abandoned God and gone off on their own way.

{5} "Because of the oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, I will now arise," says the
LORD. "I will protect them from those who malign them."
In response to the cries of the weak, God does respond with protection for those who put

their trust in Him.  Even though we recognize that the root cause of the problem can not be cured
by treating the symptoms, we still need relief from the effects of wickedness in the world in which
we live.  For that reason we see that God does provide help from the evil that follows the wicked
and impacts the lives of even the righteous.  

The emphasis in this psalm is on the effects of lying and slander and false reports.  We
sometimes overlook the effects that maligning words can have on people.  Not only do lies
directly hurt the person with wounds to the soul, lies also cast the object of the lie in a bad light in
the eyes of others so that a person’s effectiveness is hurt.  We have probably quote the adage
“Sticks and stone may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”  That statement is a
terrible falsehood since it lulls us into a lack of concern regarding what people may say about us
or it may cause us to be careless regarding what we say about others.  

{6} And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.
{7} O LORD, you will keep us safe and protect us from such people forever.
In contrast to the falsehood of the wicked person, we can rely on God’s promises because

there is nothing false in what He says.  The child of God can be assured that regardless of the lies
of the wicked, the righteous will be vindicated either in this life or in eternity.    

{8} The wicked freely strut about when what is vile is honored among men.
One of the reasons we see the rise of especially evil people to positions of power is that

the populace do not rise up in indignation against them when they first start doing wrong.  Apathy
among the majority of people is sometimes all it takes for those who are evil to get the upper
hand.  Because of beguiling personalities, evil people can deceive many into supporting them in
their evil.  To recover from such a situation is difficult because we become so confused in our
value that we call evil “good” and call good “evil.”


