
REDEEMED AND SECURE    
Ruth 3:8-13; 4:13-17 

 
 One of the oldest accounts of how people respond to adversity available to us in the 
Scriptures is the Book of Job.  One of the better-known quotations from that account is from 
chapter nineteen verse twenty five: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth.”  An alternate meaning for the Hebrew word “goel” that is translated 
“redeemer” found in the margins of the NIV is the word “defender.”  In the Hebrew culture the 
word was closely associated with a person who was a close relative or kinsman.  We also tend to 
think of the word redeem in terms of “buying back” something that we would have the right of 
first refusal.  As we combine these various usages and meanings, it seems that a good synonym 
would be the word “benefactor” or someone who helps us and looks out for our best interest.   
 Although it does not always happen, it would seem reasonable that our family members 
would be the obvious people who would be there “for us” when we need help.  Try to imagine 
being in a situation where we have no one upon whom we can call upon for help when we really 
need it.  To say that we would have a sense of vulnerability or “insecurity” would be a good 
description of how we would feel.  As we know, security is generally “top priority” in the list of 
needs that we have as humans.  Most people will take steps to raise their level of security before 
giving a lot of thought about accomplishing other things.   
 It was the need for security that motivated Naomi’s family to move from Israel to Moab 
and it was a security need that motivated Naomi to make the decision to return to Israel when 
conditions changed.  As we discovered in the earlier narrative, Ruth was willing to sacrificially 
forego her best security option in order to minister to her mother-in-law.  Part of that ministry to 
Naomi was to help provide food for themselves.  Since Ruth was younger, she was able to obtain 
food by gleaning in the fields during the time of harvest.  Because she was doing what she knew 
was the right thing in that situation, the Lord was able to use her faithfulness to create a situation 
in which she could meet Boaz the person God would use as the benefactor for her and her 
mother-in-law. 
 In a society in which marriages were arranged, a young foreign woman needed an 
advocate and advisor to facilitate all that needed to happen to arrange a marriage.  Normally, the 
parent would take care of such matters when their children were quite young.  Since Boaz was 
middle aged and Ruth was likely in her mid-twenties, there was likely not a clear precedent to 
follow.  Naomi realized that she had a role of surrogate parent in Ruth’s life and she rose to take 
on the role of directing events that could lead to a marriage arrangement.  The recognition of this 
responsibility is found in the question “Shall I not seek security for you?”  The implication was 
that if Naomi did not rise to the occasion, then finding such security would not happen.  Many 
times we find ourselves in situations that we are the only one who can help and it is important 
that we are faithful in these cases.  
   Naomi coached Ruth in the way she should approach Boaz to indicate her interest in 
him.   Naomi initiated the sequence of events that resulted in a positive outcome.  We’ve all 
heard the jokes and jabs about mothers-in-law by the comedians, but here we see that Naomi was 
aware of a need in the life of Ruth and, instead of standing by to let things just happen, she took 
action to create an opportunity for Ruth.  We see this expression of responsibility to help Ruth 
find some semblance of security for herself in the first part of Chapter three.  Ruth was advised 
to put herself in the presence of Boaz who might fulfill the role of redeemer for Ruth.   
 Warren Wiersbe (Be Committed) pointed out that when the two widows came to 



Bethlehem, their plan was that Ruth would take care of Naomi and both of them eke out an 
existence the best they could. But now Naomi had a new plan.  If Ruth were to marry Boaz, then 
all of them can live happily ever after.  Naomi could tell from Ruth’s report of her earlier 
interaction with Boaz that he would be in favor of the plan, so she began to set things in motion.  
In that day, the parents arranged marriages; so Naomi was not out of place in what she did.   
 Naomi was also considering her responsibility to provide for her own needs and, at the 
same time, do the right thing with regard to her deceased husband’s and sons’ heritage.  In 
fulfilling those responsibilities, she was careful to direct Ruth in the direction of developing a 
relationship with someone who could be a “redeemer” and not to just find a husband for her.  
Because of the laws regarding ownership of land, this person would need to be a kinsman who 
would be eligible to buy (or redeem) the real property of Elimelech.  If this union produced a 
son, then that son would be the inheritor of Elimelech’s portion and would also have 
responsibility to provide and care for Naomi.  
 Ruth also had responsibilities in that she needed to embrace in this process.  She could 
have thought only about her own self interests, but she had a sense of loyalty (which carries the 
idea of responsibility) to Naomi.  Since Ruth had more or less submitted herself to Naomi as her 
surrogate parent, she demonstrated responsibility to that relationship by following her advice 
regarding how to approach Boaz.   
 
Inquiry – 3:8-9 
8 It happened in the middle of the night that the man was startled and bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying 
at his feet. 9 He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth your maid. So spread your covering over your 
maid, for you are a close relative.”  Ruth 3:8-9 (NASB95) 
 This was a very awkward situation in which Ruth took initiative to declare herself 
available for marriage and, in doing so, to declare that she would welcome a proposal from Boaz.  
This was counter to the conventional practice of the man (or his parents) taking the initiative that 
would lead to marriage.  Even today, people are surprised when a woman proposes marriage to a 
man.  This was a case where embracing responsibility on the part of Ruth was accompanied by 
substantial risk.  The first and most obvious risk was that she would be rejected and that would 
carry with it emotional pain.  The second risk was that such action would result in damage to her 
reputation as a woman of excellence.  The risks were not realized because Boaz was a person of 
noble character.   
 I would assume that Boaz was reluctant to initiate action that would have led to marriage 
because there were also inherent risks for him by taking such action.  He could have been 
rejected by Ruth which would not have been a great blow to his pride since he realized that he 
was much older than she.  A more important reason for him to hold back was the fact that he 
knew that he did not have the right of first refusal in fulfilling the responsibility of a kinsman 
redeemer.   
 Perhaps the “life lesson” for us today is to realize that there are many opportunities for us 
to embrace responsibilities that we have as individuals or as a church and the catalyst that is 
needed is for someone to take initiative to put a process in motion even though there may be 
risks involved in doing that.  In the case of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, it just took one step by 
Naomi to get the process started and to engage Ruth and Boaz to overcome their inertia to do 
what needed to be done.  It is important to realize that every process begins with a single step.  If 
we see something that is the “right thing to do” and take that step, then good things can result 
and continue for a long time.  The domino effect applies to taking the right action as well as 
taking wrong actions.  



 
Interest – 3:10-13 
10 Then he said, “May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better 
than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 “Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for 
you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence. 12 “Now it is true I am 
a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 13 “Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will 
redeem you, good; let him redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the LORD 
lives.  Lie down until morning.”  Ruth 3:10-13 (NASB95)  
 Boaz exercised self discipline in dealing with Ruth.  He showed her appropriate respect 
and did not attempt to take advantage of her needy situation.  He addressed her as “daughter” 
which put him in a position of being a protector and one who would provide care for Ruth.  He 
was also careful to make sure that nothing was done to harm her reputation for having come to 
the threshing floor as she did.   
 We also see that Boaz took a very realistic approach in telling Ruth what the alternatives 
were for them in going forward from that point.  He did not paint an overly optimistic picture for 
her so that her hopes did not become unrealistic expectations.  Sometimes, in the spirit of not 
being negative, we may tend to paint a picture of possible outcomes that are improbable.  We 
certainly want to have a positive approach to life but we have a responsibility to be realistic so 
that we are not overly disappointed when things don’t “work out” as we might like in an 
idealized world.   
 
Inheritance – 4:13-17 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her. And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and 
she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a 
redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel. 15 “May he also be to you a restorer of life and a 
sustainer of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given 
birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse. 17 The neighbor women 
gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!” So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the 
father of David.  Ruth 4:13-17 (NASB95) 
 The community of support seemed to be focused toward Naomi.  She was the person 
most at risk in the society in which she lived and the child that was born to Boaz and Ruth 
represented security and preservation of the family name. There was also recognition of the 
devotion of Ruth to Naomi.  This type of care of one person for another is commendable and 
God blesses those relationships with fulfilled hope. 
 Usually it is impossible to “second guess” what God is doing.  Earlier in her life, Naomi 
was bitter toward God for the loss of her husband and her sons.  She was bitter because of her lot 
in life. Yet we can see that God was at work in all of what had happened.  He provided comfort 
and help for her during her loss and at the same time worked out a message for the rest of us 
regarding his acceptance of all people.  
 This entire account is filled with evidence of God’s grace in action.  The graciousness of 
God was first found in the fact that Elimelech’s family was able to travel a relatively short 
distance from Israel and find food in the time of a famine.  The ability of Naomi’s sons to find 
good wives to marry was evidence that God was helping this family.  It was by His grace that 
Ruth chose to make a sacrifice of her own security to care for Naomi.  We see further evidence 
of grace in action when Ruth was led to the field of Boaz and Boaz noticed her and fell in love 
with her.  God was working out His plan when the kinsman that was closer to Elimelech choose 
not to exercise his option to buy the land that had belong to Elimelech when he learned that he 
would also incur the responsibility of the widow of Naomi’s son.  Following the marriage of 
Ruth and Boaz, it was God’s grace that enabled Ruth to conceive and have a son that would be 



able to carrying on the family name.  Apparently, Ruth was not able to conceive during her 
marriage to Mahlon.  As it worked out, the baby was a son and he provided a new source of hope 
for Naomi.   
 Warren Wiersbe (Be Committed) had the following observation:   

 Obed was also a blessing to Naomi. His grandmother informally “adopted” him as her own son 
and became his foster mother. The women of Bethlehem shared Naomi’s joy when they said, “Praise be to 
the Lord, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer” (Ruth 4:14, NIV). The reference is to 
Obed, not Boaz. 
 Obed was a “restorer of life” to Naomi. Every grandparent can bear witness that grandchildren are 
better than the Fountain of Youth, for we “get young again” when the grandchildren come to visit. Though 
not all grandparents agree with it, they all know the saying: “They’re called ‘grandchildren’ because 
they’re grand when they come and grand when they leave.” There’s no better way to get a new lease on life 
than to start investing yourself in the younger generation. Every baby that is born into this world is a vote 
for the future, and grandparents need to focus on the future and not on the past. When you’re holding a 
baby, you’re holding the future in your arms.  

 God was at work in this union of Ruth and Boaz.  He blessed their marriage with a son 
who was the grandfather of king David. God included non-Jews in the lineage of the Messiah. 
The “non-chosen” people were always included in His plan and purpose.  When Jesus told 
Nicodemus what God was doing, He indicated that God so loved the world – all the people – that 
whosoever believed on Him might not perish but have everlasting life. We must always be 
careful to not exclude anyone for any reason since we may find ourselves at odds with what God 
is doing.  


